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Karen Slade 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back everyone! I hope that you all had an enjoyable half term break. Term 6 has got off to a flying start with 

lots of fabulous learning taking place across the school. 

A huge well done and congratulations to all of our Year 4 pupils in Phoenix and Sphinx classes who this week have 

completed their statutory Multiplication Tables Check, the purpose of which is to determine whether the children can 

recall their times tables fluently. All pupils who took the check should be very proud of themselves and their 

achievements; your Times Tables Rockstar practice has really paid off so well done to each and every one of you! Next 

week it is the turn of our Year 1 children who will undertake their statutory Phonics Screening Check; further 

information regarding the screening has been sent out in a separate communication to Year 1 parents earlier today but 

do get in touch with your child’s class teacher should you have any queries about this. 

On Tuesday we welcomed Zurina Slade (no relation!) and Sue Holder, both from the Local Authority, into school to 

carry out a monitoring visit of provision in our Specialist Resource Provision, Titans Class. Both were full of praise with 

all that they saw when observing lessons and interventions and from what they heard when talking to key members of 

staff and the children too. Although the focus of the visit was in Titans both were extremely complementary on the 

inclusive ethos that was evident across the school for all of our children, especially those with additional needs. A huge 

well done and thank you to all in the Titans Team who were involved in the visit and to the wider Inclusion Team too 

for the provision that you provide on a daily basis. 

Wednesday saw the welcome return of our ‘Who am I?’ day, a celebration of all that makes us special and unique. It 

was so lovely to see all the children and staff represent themselves by the clothes that they were wearing and the 

objects that they shared. There was a real buzz across the school during the afternoon as all the children learnt of each 

other’s cultures, religions and heritages; do read on into the newsletter to find out more and see some photos 

capturing this special afternoon. Check out the photos on our Twitter feed too! 

Do also look out for this term’s Year group newsletters which will all be dropping into your inboxes on Monday; these 

are a great opportunity for you to find out more of what your child will be learning throughout this term and offer 

ways in which you can support your child too.  Advanced notice that our annual Open Evening event will be taking 

place on the evening of Tuesday 20 June which is an opportunity for you to visit not just your child’s classroom and see 

their learning but is a chance to explore all other classes and areas of the school too. More details to follow next week! 

It is during this term that we start to prepare the children for the next academic year and some of 

the changes that lie ahead; this includes any changes to staffing for September. So, at the end of this 

term, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs. Lois Knee, currently class teacher of Pixie Class, who is 

leaving Slade to take a break from teaching for the moment to spend more time with her young 

family. We are sorry to be losing Lois from the team and look forward I’m sure to her returning for a 

third time to our school in the not too distant future! This information has been shared with staff 

along with the children in Pixie Class earlier today.  

We are currently recruiting to this role and will update you as soon as the post has been filled along with all other 

staffing arrangements for September too. Thank you for your patience and understanding during this busy time of 

transition. 

 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karen Slade. 



For Your Diary 

Day Event 

Monday 12 June - Friday 16 June Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Contact Class Teachers if you have any questions or concerns 

Monday 12 June Year 4 History Week: Tour of Tonbridge - See email of 5 June for more information 

KS2 Cricket Festival: See Page 7 for details 

Tuesday 13 June  

Wednesday 14 June Year 4 History Week: St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church and Grounds -  

See email of 5 June for more information 

14:15 - Hillview School for Girls visiting Year 6 pupils joining them in September 

Thursday 15 June Year 4 History Week: Tonbridge School - See email of 5 June for more information 

Friday 16 June  

MONDAY Wyvern Class  (Year 5, Mr Osborne) and Hippogriff Class (Year 3, Miss Taylor) 

TUESDAY Sphinx Class (Year 4, Miss Lipman) and Dragon Class (Year 5, Miss Meers) 

WEDNESDAY  

THURSDAY Wyvern Class (Year 5, Mr Osborne) 

FRIDAY Dragon Class (Year 5, Miss Meers) 

Tuesday 20 June 16:00 - Current Parents Open Evening 

Thursday 22 June Sports Day 

See posters around school and on page  6 

Tuesday 27 June 18:00 - EYFS September 23 Intake Parents Information Evening Meeting 

Wednesday 28 June 09:30 - EYFS September 23 Intake Parents Information Morning Meeting 

MONDAY Y1-4 French, KS2 Football,  KS2 BSL, KS2 Drama and Musical Theatre, EYFS and KS1 Multi Skills 

TUESDAY Y1 Books, KS2 Street Dance, KS2 Cricket, Year 2 Pets 

WEDNESDAY KS1 Sports Club, KS2 Choir, KS1,2 Athletics, KS1,2 Art 

THURSDAY Y3,4 Sports Club, Y3,4 Signing Choir, Y3,4 Cricket, KS1,2 Basketball, KS1 Street Dance, Elf Class Pets 

FRIDAY Y5,6 Sports, All School Karate 

Next Week: 

Forest School Next Week: 

Extra Curricular Clubs Next Week: 

Further Ahead: 

Clubs in Green are Free Clubs with spaces available, Clubs in Red are Free Clubs currently full, Clubs in Black are Paid For; check with organiser for availability 

For full details see: https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra%2DCurricular+Clubs&pid=25 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra%2DCurricular+Clubs&pid=25


Around School 

This week we have been delighted to welcome three new additions to the Slade family. 

Firstly, a big welcome to Gabi, who joins us in Mr Duffin’s Phoenix Class in Year 4.  Gabi has had a great first week (albeit 

with times tables assessments included!) and has settled very quickly. 

We also welcome back to school, Rishan, who rejoins Slade after a two year absence abroad.  Rishan walked confidently 

in to school on Monday as if he hadn’t been away which is great to see.  He is our newest member of Dragon Class in 

Year 5. 

Finally, we say hello for the first time to Harini, who has started Griffin Class 

for the final term at primary school.  Again, Harini has started with super 

confidence as if she had been with us for years! 

We extend our welcome to the families of Gabi, Rishan and Harini.  We look 

forward to a long, happy relationship with you all , especially Gabi’s family as 

we are thrilled to also be welcoming her younger brother, Martin, into our 

Reception Year in September. 

Welcome all! 

Welcome to Slade 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to all of the children in Phoenix and Sphinx Classes, who have 

completed the newest of the annual statutory assessments this week: the times 

tables screening.  

The children have been taking the assessment in small groups, each with their 

own computer to take the quick test online.  They have all been very sensible and 

mature as they have taken on this new challenge out of the classroom, but in 

‘exam’ conditions.   

Well done to you all. 

 

Next week sees the return of the Year 1 Phonics Screening.  The children in Pixie and Elf 

Classes will be taking the verbal assessment individually 1:1 with a member of staff they 

already know in a quiet part of the school to show off the phonics knowledge they have 

learnt since starting school.  They will read a number of words (some real, some made 

up, but also phonically decodable)  which show that they are able to break down the 

different sounds that make up the words they read and use everyday. 

 

If you have any questions  or concerns about this screen, please don’t hesitate to contact your class teacher, who will be 

happy to help. 

National Assessments Continue 

Yeargroups 1, 2 and 3 all have Pay Visits coming up.  These trips are to Hastings, Maidstone and to 

the Warner Bros Studios in Hertfordshire.   

The payment screen for these visits is currently open on your Arbor account.   

If you have difficulty in paying the full amount for your child’s trip, please contact us in 

confidence, either via the school office or via the Family Liaison team (flo@slade.kent.sch.uk) , who may be able to 

assist with this for you whilst also keeping these visits financially viable to run. 

Educational Visit Payments: Years 1, 2 and 3 

mailto:flo@slade.kent.sch.uk


Families Matter 

 

Maxine Button, Family Liaison Officer 
 

 
With the sun finally making an appearance we all begin to think ahead to our 
summer holidays. This is a polite reminder that parents and carers should plan 
their holidays around school breaks and avoid seeking permission from schools to 
take their children out of school during term time unless it is absolutely 
unavoidable. 
 
From September 2013 the Department for Education has amended the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
Regulations 2006 removing the Head Teacher’s ability to authorise leave of absence for a family holiday. Requests for 
holidays in term-time will not be authorised as the Regulations only allow the Headteacher to authorise absence (leave) 
in “exceptional circumstances”. 
 
The School’s Attendance Policy confirms that: 

Agreement to each request is at Head teacher’s discretion, acting on behalf of the Governing Body 
each case will be judged on its merits 
The Head teacher’s decision is final 
Leave cannot be authorised retrospectively 

 
Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each child and the amount of the penalty will be £120 to be paid within 28 
days, reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days. Failure to pay the penalty in full at the end of the 28 day period may result in 
prosecution by the Attendance Service. 
 
Term 6 is full of exciting activities which run  alongside the children’s continued learning in addition to the transitional 
activities which are planned to support your child with the changes as they move from the end of this  academic year and 
into the exciting next one . Every day counts and we do not want the children to miss any moment of this special 
summer term! 
 
On Time Otter is still worried about children arriving late for school, or taking time out of school for routine medical 
appointments such as six monthly dental check ups or annual optician appointments.   
 
Otter says, ‘ The school gates open at 08:40 and close at 08:50.  If you find getting to school on time a bit tricky, just ask 
your parents to wake you up five minutes early - it is lovely getting up in the summer time when the sun is already out - 
you never know, if you get up earlier there may be time to play before school! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Everyone at Slade appreciated that the step up to Secondary School can be a very 
exciting time for families, however we also appreciate that it can be stressful on both 
yourself and/or your child. 
 
Kent Adult Education, along with our own Family Liaison team will be in school on 
Wednesday 21 June at 09.15 – 11.15 to hold a workshop for parents who have any 
worries, or know that their child may have concerns that they would like to either 
share, or hear ways to help. The team will be on hand to answer questions as well. 
 
Places on this workshop are limited and are for Year 6 parents and carers only. 
Booking is essential, please let us know via office@slade.kent.sch.uk if you would like 
to attend. 

 

Term Time Holidays 

Stepping Up To Secondary 

mailto:office@slade.kent.sch.uk


Queen Maxine 

The Coronation Trail 

More > The Trail Map to Download before you visit (let us know if you would like a printed version) 

Family Liaison Officer, Maxine Button, visited the Slade Throne as part of a day out in London during the half-term 

break. 

 

She took her family to enjoy peanut brittle from Borough Market, a lovely walk 

across and along the Thames and the highlight: seeing our bench in honour of 

King Charles III in situ, pride of place under the shadows of the Tower of 

London.  

 

‘ I am not being biased, but the throne 

designed by Slade was definitely my favourite - 

due to the bright colours and fantastic picture 

of Charles on the back.  It was a real treat to be 

able to share the pride of seeing our children’s 

design made into the full sized throne with my 

husband and daughter!’ 

Coming Up at Slade 

https://www.hrp.org.uk/media/3582/schools-coronation-benches-trail-a4-folded-to-a5.pdf


Slade Sport 

Kent Tennis Championships 

 

On Tuesday, Ethan and Pranav from Year 6 travelled together up to Bromley Tennis Club to take part in the Kent Tennis 
Championships. 
 
We are very grateful to Ethan’s mum, Kelly, for providing transport, support 
and our report from the event: 
 
The boys did so well today against mainly prep schools and there were some 
very good players in attendance. 
 
In the group stages they played two very good pairings in Lady Boswell's and 
Sevenoaks Primary, losing both games. Their last game in the group was 
against Eltham College.  Great serving from both players and an excellent point 
winning volley at the net from Pranav resulted in a win, 12-8. 
 
In the final two matches of the day, Ethan and Pranav some very good tennis.  A great retrieve and return from Pravnav 
lead along with consistent serving and strong ground strokes from Ethan lead to them beating Highfield 7-4 and Rose Hill 
7-3. 
 
Pranav should be congratulated for his performance against players who had clearly played more tennis then him 
particularly as he has never played in a tournament before and both players did extremely well considering this is the 
first time they have played together. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All KS2 Cricketers 

We have spaces for the West Kent Cricket Festival on Monday 12 June. 

This is a fun festival to practice bowling and batting before playing some friendly games against other schools. 

This event is ideal for beginners as well as children who have played cricket before. 

For this competition we are asking that parents collect their children from the school office at 14:15 and take them to the 
event for a 15:00 start. The event will finish at 18:00. 
 
Due to safeguarding reasons, parents and spectators are unfortunately not allowed to stay at the venue (except to drop 
off and collect), nor is parking allowed on site. 

 
The children will require the following on the day: · Water bottle · Trainers ·  Small 
healthy snack before the competition  · PE Kit 
 
If you would like to be included, please contact Wendy Ball via the school office over the 
weekend.   



Who Am I? 

Celebrating Different Cultures, Languages and Interests 

One of the many highlights of the school year is our Who Am I? event, which allows the children to celebrate and 

share experiences of their culture, language and interests. 

We are incredibly lucky to have such a rich and varied set of backgrounds that the children and their families come from 

and enjoy out of school.  The overwhelming  response when we asked the children about their cultural background or 

language was one of pride in themselves, their family and also of their classmates and friends, all of who continue to be 

interested and fascinated in learning more about cultures from around the world. 

 

Lukas has family from both Czech Republic (Czechia) and Kenya. 

He wore his Czech football shirt and told us how much he loves visiting his mum’s country of birth. 

 

Erin brought in her Ghanaian fan.  Her family background is from the West African 

country known for it’s vibrant colours as you can see from the fan .  Erin was very 

pleased to say that her family also speak the local language of Ga. 

 

 

Erin was not the only member of the Slade family to be showing her Ghanaian roots.  Teaching 

Assistant, Mrs Abisoye, was pleased to share her family story whilst wearing this traditional outfit, 

again in beautiful, bright colours. 

 

Ethan is proudly Welsh and spends lots of time in the principality. 

He loves visiting Aberdare, which is his father’s home town. 

He wore a welsh bucket hat along with his  Liverpool shirt, who he 

has supported from birth!   

 

 

Olivia was wearing a lovely dress from Jakarta, capital city of her mother’s home 

country of Indonesia. 

Olivia also brought in a beautiful badge of houses from the Indonesian city of 

West Sumatra which we featured on our Twitter feed earlier this week. 

 

 

Isabela arrived at Slade after spending her early years in her home nation of Brazil.  

Her and her mum are incredibly happy to be Brazilian and both keep up their ability 

to speak Portuguese together, which is a challenge they both love.   She has also 

developed a liking for wolves and has a collection of models and ornaments at 

home. 

 

 

 

 



Who Am I? 

Celebrating Different Cultures, Languages and Interests 

Nicolas wore his Romanian shirt. 

Along with himself, his mum, dad and both grandparents are Romanian and he loves being able to say 

he comes from both England and Romania.  The family speak Romanian at home and English at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pegasus Class Teaching Assistant Mrs Burt spoke to the newsletter about her very special object that 

she brought in to school for the Who Am I? Day. 

This object has been handed down the female line of her family, a tradition that will continue when 

they are passed on to Mrs Burt’s daughters.  She told us: 

‘The Japanese dolls represent the imperial family.  The Emperor and the Empress at the back, the three court ladies at 

the front.) 

The dolls are displayed every March at home to celebrate Hinamatsuri (Girls Festival) and we pray for girl’s happiness 

and health. 

The full sized version of the dolls display set is 1.85 Metres high, 1.30 m wide, with a depth of 1m 70!’ 

Kiaara and her family have a Nepalese background. 

She brought in this gorgeous dress in her favourite colour. 

It is a traditional Nepalese party dress which keeps her cool in the hot 

temperatures. 

Along with her family, Kiaara speaks Nepalese fluently alongside English. 

Thankyou to all of the parents who kindly allowed their child to come to school with precious items and 

clothing for a most wonderful afternoon of events at Slade.  



Forest School 

Term 6 Timetable 

Please remember kit in a separate bag for each Forest 

School session. 

As well as on Page 3 of every newsletter, the school diary 

online will tell you which class is at Forest School each day: 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?

calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1 

 

Our Twitter Feed also informs you of all of the events 

happening at Slade, including Forest School that day from 

07:15 every morning. 

@sladeprimarysch 

 

Tuesday 6 June - Pegasus Class (Mrs Stephens and Mrs Berill) 

Friday 9 June - Hippogriff Class (Year 3, Miss Taylor) 

Monday 12 June - Times Tables Rockstars Monthly Winners - 1st and 2nd Place 

Congratulations Wyvern and Hippogriff Classes 

Tuesday 13 June - Times Tables Rockstars Monthly Winners - 3rd and 4th Place 

Congratulations Sphinx and Dragon Classes 

Thursday 15 June - Wyvern Class  (Year 5, Mr Osborne) 

Friday 16 June - Dragon Class (Year 5, Miss Meers) 

Monday 19 June - Phoenix Class (Year 4, Mr Duffin) 

Tuesday 20 June - Sphinx Class (Year 4, Miss Lipman) 

Friday 23 June - Elmer Class (EYFS, Mrs Pearson) 

Monday 26 June - Gruffalo Class (EYFS, Mrs Hitchcock) 

Tuesday 27 June - Pixie Class (Year 1, Miss Elliott and Mrs Knee) 

Friday 30 June - Elf Class (Year 1, Mrs Hill) 

Monday 3 July - Gnome Class (Year 2, Mrs Potter) 

Tuesday 4 July - Sprite Class (Year 2, Mr Louth) 

Friday 7 July - Hippogriff Class (Year 3, Miss Taylor) 

Monday 10 July - Pegasus Class (Year 3, Mrs Stephens and Mrs Berrill) 

Tuesday 11 July - Wyvern Class (Year 5, Mr Osborne) 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1


Slade Stats 

Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions with registration in 

the morning at 08:50 and after lunch in the afternoon.  

Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any whole session including registration. 

The class with the best attendance each week will win Attendance Ted. 

   

Attendance 

Registers are taken 10 minutes after the school gates close at 08:50. 

It is important that the children are at school on time every day to prevent disruption and upset to their 

day and for the rest of their class. 

Punctuality Pup is awarded to the class with the best punctuality each week. 

Punctuality 

Attendance Target 97% 

Attendance This Week 

Attendance This Year 

92.3% 

94.5% 

Pupils Late This Week 28 

 

Attendance Ted and Punctuality Pup winners are announced each Friday live from the 

normal celebration assembly via our Twitter feed which also includes the weekly 

winners of our Pupil of the Week prizes from the EYFS and KS1 Golden Book and KS2 

Diamond Book as well as the champion house from the weekly totting up of 

Housepoints from across KS1 and KS2.   

Follow us to find out more @sladeprimarysch. 

 

Attendance This Week 95.6% 

https://twitter.com/SladePrimarySch


Dear Parents & Carers 

Please take the time to read emails sent to you, we try to make sure that everything you are sent relates to your child, 

so nothing is irrelevant.  If you would like further information on any email we send, please contact the class teacher or 

the school office for assistance. 

We also encourage you to follow us on Twitter, we post reminders, useful information, live updates from school and 

other community events of interest. 

Don’t miss out, or let your child miss out, please keep up to date with everything Slade via Arbor and Twitter. 

For your convenience, in each newsletter we include this reminder of everything sent out in the current week: 

Date of Communication Subject Sent To 

Tuesday 30 May Year 1 Educational Visit to Hastings Year 1 Parents 

Tuesday 30 May  Year 2 Educational Visit to Maidstone Year 2 Parents 

Tuesday 30 May Year 3 Educational Visit to Leavesden Year 3 Parents 

Tuesday 30 May Stepping Up To Secondary Year 6 Parents 

Wednesday 31 May Bump Up for Year 1  

Monday 5 May Today at Slade  

Monday 5 May Year 4 History Week Year 4 Parents  

Tuesday 6 May Today at Slade  

Tuesday 6 May Deacon House Gate Opening Times Year 5 and 6 Parents 

Tuesday 6 May Library Timetable Changes EYFS Parents 

Tuesday 6 May Library Timetable Changes Pixie Class Parents 

Wednesday 7 June Today at Slade  

Wednesday 7 June Kent Reallocation Day: EYFS23 Applicants  

Wednesday 7 June Who Am I?  

Wednesday 7 June Pegasus Class Forest School Highlights Pegasus Class Parents 

Thursday 8 June Today at Slade  

Friday 9 June Today at Slade  

Friday 9 June Celebration Assembly  

Friday 9 June Year 1 Phonics Screening Year 1 Parents 

   

   

   

   

Our Communication to You 

Group and Class Photographs 

We received delivery of the class and group photographs ordered online via the Portrait Days website today.  

If you ordered a class group photograph, your child should have come home with it this afternoon. 

 

If you have any questions about your delivery or the photograph you have received, please contact Matthew 

Walker directly via the contact page on the website: https://www.portraitdays.net/. 

 

Orders can still be made, but must be via the website link above and all orders will be subject to a delivery charge. 

https://www.portraitdays.net/


Dear Slade 

We are always keen to hear from you if you have a positive, negative comment to make about anything going on at 

school, or if you have a question or need clarification on anything we have sent or said. 

We have a number of ways for you to reach out to us; please see the guide below to see where you should direct your 

question or comments in the first instance in order to make sure we are able to answer you as quickly as possible. 

Contacting Us 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to publish details both here in the newsletter and on our social 

media feed to inform Year 5 parents who have a girl interested in playing 

football for a U11 team next season, that TJFC are holding trials - and they would 

love to hear from you! 

 

Contact Sacha via sacha.aj.reeves@gmail.com for more details and to register 

your interest. 

 

 

 

Tonbridge Junior FC: Year 5 Girls  

mailto:sacha.aj.reeves@gmail.com

