
Top Tips to help you get 

your child to school on 

time 

 Pack school bags the night 

before school. 

 Check  that they have 

everything that they need.  

Books, PE kit, dinner 

money, etc the night before. 

 Make sure their uniform is 

ready, especially after 

weekends. 

 Ensure that they get to bed 

at a reasonable time so that 

they have a good night’s 

sleep. 

 Set an alarm clock so that 

you can all wake up in 

plenty of time to get ready 

properly for school. 

 Encourage them to eat 

breakfast. 

 Set off for school in plenty 

of time to allow for traffic; 

punctuality is important. 

 

 

School  

Attendance 

Every day counts -

school success starts 

with attendance! 

Did you know….? 



Parents are responsible for ensuring that 

their children attend school regularly and 

on time. 

 

The school year is made up of 190 days. 

 

How much education has your child 

missed? 

 

95% = 9.5 days 

90% = 19 days 

85% = 28.5 days 

80% = 38 days 

75% = 47.5 days 

70% = 57 days 

 

If your child has less than 90% attend-

ance, they will be classed as a persistent 

absentee. 

 

2 days’ absence is a month due to illness 

would still mean your child be counted as 

a persistent absentee. 

 

Research shows that of those young people 

who have less than 90% attendance, fewer 

than 30% of them achieve 5 or more 

GCSEs at grade C or higher. 

 

If you child is ill and you are unsure 

whether they could be in school—ring and 

talk it through with the staff. 

Acceptable reasons for absence  

from school: 
 

 Illness and contagious diseases 

 Medical appointments that could not 

be arranged during the school holi-

days or after school hours. 

 

Unacceptable reasons: 
 

 Not returning your child to school 

after a dental or medical appoint-

ment. 

 Overslept. 

 No uniform. 

 Birthday. 

 Car has broken down. 

 School work is too hard. 

 

There are 175 non-school days a year!  

Plenty of time for family time, visits, 

holidays, shopping trips and other ap-

pointments. 

 

if your child needs a medical appoint-

ment try and make it during one of these 

175 days.  If that is not possible then 

make the appointment before or after 

school. 

 

Why is it important for your 

child to be punctual? 

 
Persistent lateness can be legally counted as 

unauthorised absence which can: 

 

 Cause disruption to the rest of the class. 

 Cause embarrassment to the child. 

 Make it harder for the child to settle as 

they have missed vital instructions. 

 Being 15 minutes late each day during 

an entire school year is the same as miss-

ing 2 whole weeks of school. 

He/she is only That equals….. Which is…….. 

10 mins per 

day 

50 Mins per 

week 

Nearly 1.5 

weeks per 

year 

20 mins per 

day 

1 hour 40 mins 

per week 

Over 2.5 

weeks per 

year 

30 mins per 

day 

½ a day per 

week 

4 weeks per 

year 

1 hour per day 1 day per 8 weeks per 

Remember, 100% attendance is 

achieved by many pupils…..  

It can be done!  
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