
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
SLADE 

School Newsletter  

Term 1, Issue 6 

In this issue: 

02: From the Headteacher 

03: Diary Dates for Next Week 

04: Around School 

05: Around School 

06: Sport, Fitness and Wellbeing 

07: Sport, Fitness and Wellbeing 

 

08: Around School 

09: From the PTA 

10: From the PTA 

11: Slade Stats 

12: In Our Community 

13: We are Slade: Contacts and Payment 

14: Looking Ahead 

Friday 18 October 2024 



 

 

Karen Slade : From the Headteacher 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The penultimate week of Term 1 has been another eclectic mix of learning opportunities here at Slade, 

despite the impact of the heavy rain on some of our outdoor learning. Do read on to find out more of 

what has been happening across the school this week, whatever the weather! 

Many thanks to the many parents, carers and staff who attended the PTA welcome meeting last night 

which also included the Annual General Meeting too. It was lovely to see so many of you there showing 

your support and commitment to the school whilst enjoying the Pimms, nibbles and our inaugural 

Comedy Bingo Night too! The PTA continues to make such a positive contribution to so many aspects of 

school life whilst raising amazing amounts of money to provide those additional extras for all of the 

children across the school to enjoy. Special thanks to committee members who continue to work so 

enthusiastically planning and providing such exciting opportunities for us all to share in; we are very 

excited and looking forward to all that is in store for us in the coming months! Thank you everyone! 

Thank you too to our Class Reps who came into school on Tuesday afternoon, for the first meeting of this 

academic year during which we revisited the role of the ‘Rep’ whilst also heard feedback from all year 

groups on how this first term has gone to date for you and your children. Thank you to everyone who had 

shared your thoughts with your reps prior to the meeting; they all did a sterling job in ensuring everyone’s 

views were heard during the time that we had! Please be assured that all feedback from these meetings 

has now been shared with the senior leaders and will now be responded to accordingly with change made 

if and where required in response. Thank you in particular for your positive feedback to the introduction 

of the daily email reminder; we’re glad that you enjoy it! 

One of the concerns that was raised during our discussion with the Reps was the congestion around the 

school gates beyond the end of the school day, at pick up times following extra-curricular activities and 

clubs. Please be assured that this will now be followed up and monitored by Miss Garrett and I in the 

coming week. In the meantime, however, once again a need to remind parents and carers that parking is 

not permitted outside of the school gates when collecting your child from school, whatever the time of 

day.  In addition, a reminder please that in order to avoid congestion around the school gate all parents 

are expected to leave the school vicinity as soon as they have dropped their child at school in the 

mornings and also when having collected their child from the class teacher at the end of the school day. 

Please ensure that all dogs, unless an assistance dog, are safely tied to the railings away from the 

entrance and not blocking entry and exit into the school grounds. Thank you for your support with both 

of these safety matters and in helping keep everyone safe at these busy times of the school day. 

Finally, a huge thank you to all friends, families and the local school community who have all been so very 

generous in sponsoring those in the Slade team who entered the Run Kent event last month. The amount 

that we have raised currently stands at £7,550 which is above and beyond our expectations so thank you 

so very much to each and every one of you who has taken the time to donate. We will be closing the Just 

Giving page at the end of this term and will provide a final total in the first newsletter of Term 2. Thank 

you, Team Slade! 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Karen Slade 



 

 

Diary Dates: Next Week at Slade 

Monday 21 September 2024 

• Gruffalo Class Forest School (This is a Date Alteration) 

• Year 1 Visit to Racecourse Playground 

• Bikeability Groups A,B,C Level 1 - Participants will be aware of the details, please refer to email  

• Extra Curricular Activity Clubs  

Tuesday 22 October 2024 

• Elf Class Forest School 

• Bikeability Group A, Level 2 - Participants will be aware of the details, please refer to email  

• Parent -Teacher Consultations between 16h and 19h 

Wednesday 23 October 2024 

• Bikeability Group B, Level 2 - Participants will be aware of the details, please refer to email  

• Extra Curricular Activity Clubs  

Thursday 24 October 2024 

• Elmer Class Forest School 

• Parent -Teacher Consultations between 16h and 19h 

Friday 25 October 2024 

• Pixie Class Forest School (This is a Date Alteration) 

• Last Day of Term 1 

• Extra Curricular Activity Clubs  

Looking further ahead? 

 

Our yearly planner can be found on Page 9 of today’s 

newsletter and online via the school website. 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra%2DCurricular+Clubs&pid=25
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra%2DCurricular+Clubs&pid=25
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Extra%2DCurricular+Clubs&pid=25
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1


 

 

Slade Journal: Around School 

The booking window to secure places at Yeti’s 

Wraparound Breakfast and After School Club in Term 2 

opens on Monday morning. 

Please make sure you have booked any activity club or 

alternative childcare provision you have planned before 

booking a space at Yeti’s as this will reduce the time you 

spend requesting a cancellation.  This also frees up spaces 

for families who need them. Term 3 Wraparound 

A reminder that the following activity clubs are cancelled next 

week due to our Parent - Teacher Consultations happening on 

those evenings.  Please contact your club provider for details of 

refunds or additional dates where the club will run. 

Tuesday 22 October: DanceMode with Emily (both sessions), 

Marshall’s Cricket and Little Sewing School with Fiona 

Thursday 24 October : Little Sewing School with Fiona, Nancy 

Bishop’s Musical Theatre, Mrs Ball’s Year 2 Sports Club 

All other clubs next week including Yeti’s Wraparound will be 

running as normal. 

Cancellations 

Year 5 Swimming 

As per the planned timetable, we would like to remind all 

Year 5 parents that there are no swimming lessons next 

week or the first week of Term 2 for either Hydra or Wyvern 

Classes; this is due to other activities happening at 

Tonbridge Swimming Pool. 

Lessons recommence on: 

Hydra - Tuesday 12 November 

Wyvern - Thursday 14 November 

Forest Swapsies 

As a result of next week’s Year 1 visit to the Racecourse 

Playground, there has been an alteration to the Forest 

School timetable.  This has been communicated to parents 

and updated on our online calendar, repeated here for 

clarity; Forest School sessions next week are: 

Monday - Gruffalo Class (This is a date alteration) 

Tuesday - Elf Class 

Thursday - Elmer Class 

Friday - Pixie Class (This is a date alteration) 



 

 

Slade Journal: Around School 

Parents of children in Year 6 are reminded to, where they 

haven’t already, to make sure they make an application 

for their child’s Secondary School place. 

The key details are below and include the deadline which 

is 23:59 on Thursday 31 October. 

Parents should expect to hear the result of their allocated 

school during the day via email from KCC Admissions on 

Monday 3 March 2025. 
Secondary School Transfer 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/secondary-school-places


Emotional Wellbeing 

Last week, our Fitness and Wellbeing Champion, Wendy 

Ball, was delighted to welcome Debs, Valentine, Jodie and 

Victoria from the Kent Emotional Wellbeing Team, who 

organise and co-ordinate events designed to promote 

health and wellbeing for children and families across the 

county. 

They look to assist by making early interventions and 

offering tailored support over 6 to 8 sessions which deal 

with mild, moderate anxiety , phobias, separation and 

attachment issues. 

 

 

Sport, Fitness and Wellbeing 

In addition, they will run workshops for parents both in person and online on subjects such as behaviour 

and anxieties. 

We hope also at a point in the near future to take part in one of the team’s whole school days by running 

a coffee morning or assemblies on resilience and behaviour which is often triggered by anxiety build up. 

Wendy is proud to be co-ordinating Slade’s approach to the work of the team and the fact that they have 

chosen us as a pioneer school in the Tonbridge area.  We hope to make good use of this status. 

Debs is our allocated colleague and we look forward to speaking with her soon about the projects she 

has in store working alongside both Wendy and our Family Liaison Officer, Libby Wilmshurst. 





Inaugural Council Meeting  The Pupil Council met yesterday as a group for the first 

time, and under the stewardship of Mr Louth. 

The council introduced themselves and discussed their 

plans for this year which included electing a Chair, Vice 

Chair and Secretaries.   

The first project they have underway is fundraising for 

next month’s Children in Need.  The Council will be 

briefing their classes next week. 

 

 

Slade Journal: Around School 

Photo Deadline Looms 
The deadline for receiving free delivery to school for the 

individual photographs taken by Matthew Walker of 

Portrait Days comes this weekend. 

To take advantage of this offer, please make sure that all 

orders are made online via the Portrait Days website by 

23:59 on Sunday 20 October. 

Each order earns money for the school through 

commission from Matthew for who we thank for his 

generous donation each year. 

Hogwarts Library 

It was a very special day in the school library yesterday as Mrs Mills put on a theme day for all of the 

children to enjoy. 

As part of our commitment to increasing the reading opportunities for all children, Mrs Mills has planned 

a series of school day events in the library, which kicked off with a Harry Potter theme day where children 

had the chance to read Harry Potter books, listen to the movie soundtracks and draw scenes from the 

stories. 

https://www.portraitdays.net/


 

 

News and Events from the PTA 

We shared a fabulous evening last night which gave the PTA Committee the chance to thank everyone 
for their support over the previous academic year, and extend our thanks to the many volunteers, seen 
and unseen, who work so hard to run fantastic fundraising events throughout the year. Our gratitude 
also went to the Leadership Team, Office and all the Teaching Staff for being so accommodating and for 
all your help and encouragement throughout the year.  
 
In particular, an enormous thank you went to Eleanor Hoyle, Amy Packard and Annie Denny who 
stepped down last night after many years of enthusiastic commitment and incredible hard work on the 
PTA Committee. They have all been involved in raising an amazing amount of money which has directly 
benefitted every child across the school. 
 
The PTA Committee for 2024/25 has now been voted in as follows: 
 
Chair: Caroline Zuber 
Vice Chair: Emily Richardson 
Secretary: Gemma Miller 
Treasurer: Flora Hudson 
Co-Treasurer: Steff Knox 
Committee Member: Beverley Pearce 
Committee Member: Kate Adair 
Committee Member: Lisa Pearson 
Committee Member: Mandy Parrett 
 
Welcome to everyone who has so kindly put themselves forwards as a new member. We are delighted 
to have you on board to guide the work of the PTA this year, and can't wait to kick start the fundraising 
with our fabulous Firework Night on the 8th November! 

Our AGM and Bingo was such a fun evening and a wonderful 
way to start the year. Parents from across so many year 
groups had chance to get to know one another in a relaxed 
environment and Kitty kept us all entertained, introducing 
some of us to Bingo for the first time and making it a hilarious 
experience for everyone!!  



 

 

News and Events from the PTA 

PTA FIREWORKS EVENING: FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER 

 
A Spectacular Evening Awaits….. 

 Join us on the 8th November for an incredible firework display by the internationally renowned 
Merlin Fireworks team.  

 Enjoy a freshly cooked hot dog from the BBQ; hot chocolate with all the trimmings and an optional 
shot of Baileys; sweet treats and a wonderful evening with friends fuelled by the fabulous Booze 
Box.  

 We will be entertained by Slade’s Dynamic DJ Duo Matt & Mark who are generously sponsoring the 
lighting, AV and glow sticks to make this event extra special for us all!  

 The Rainbow Raffle is also back by popular demand – our only Raffle of the year, lets make it bigger, 
better, and more colourful than ever!! 

Grab your tickets in advance by clicking this link to ensure easy access on the night! 

https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/product/8-november-firework-night


 

 

Slade Stats 

Attendance 

Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 

days which equates to 380 sessions. 

Registration takes place at 08:50 in the morning 

and after lunch in the afternoon.  

Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at 

school for any whole session including registration. 

 

The class with the best attendance each week will 

win Attendance Ted. 

Punctuality 

Registers are taken at 08:50.  If children arrive 

after this time, they are registered late. 

It is important that the children are at school on 

time every day to prevent disruption and upset to 

their day and for the rest of their class. 

 

Punctuality Pup is awarded to the class with the 

best punctuality each week. 

 

Our Attendance Target = 97.0% 

Our Attendance This Year = 95.6% 

Our Attendance This Week = 95.1% 

Punctuality:  Number of Late Pupils This Week: 45 

Well done to this weeks winners:  

Attendance Ted: Hippogriff Class 

99.3% Attendance  

Punctuality Pup is staying with Mrs Arnold 

who has to record all of the late children 

onto the registers.  Make Mrs Arnold less 

busy by arriving at school on time! 

Congratulations to Mr Louth and Hippogriff 

Class for their attendance this week. 



 

 

In Our Community 

From The Commissioner 

Kent Police and Crime Commissioner, Matthew Scott, has written to us to launch his Annual Survey and 
we would ask that families take a moment to look at the relevant survey and pass on your views.  PCC 
Scott had this to say: 
 
‘This week, I have launched  my Annual Youth Survey. I run this every year to ask young people about their ex-
periences of social media, online bullying and safety. 
  
This year, I am asking Parents and Guardians for their views for the first time. 
  
Please find below the links: 
  
Primary School Pupils: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PrimaryYouthSurvey/ 

  
Secondary School Pupils: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SecondaryYouthSurvey/ 

  
Parents: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentSurveyKent/ 

  
We use these results to influence my work locally, which has included commissioning Collaborate Digital to 
undertake creative and engaging work with schools.’ 
 
The surveys are anonymous, they do not ask, or collect your name, contact details or location. 
  
 

Year 5 and 6 Assembly 

Sticking with Kent Police, we were very happy to welcome 

back to Slade, PCSO Toni Mathew and PC Bobby Hills.  Toni 

and Bobby came in to give an assembly to the children in 

Year 5 and 6 on the subject of Bullying and Hate Crime.  

The assembly was interesting as it touched on what exactly 

bullying is,  the effects bullying has on victims as well as 

explaining clearly, the law and offences under the Public 

Order Act 1986, Malicious Communications Act 1998 and 

Protection of Harassment Act 1997. 

Thankyou to PCSO Mathew and PC Hills for popping in and 

to Mrs Duffin for arranging this important and interesting 

assembly 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/PrimaryYouthSurvey/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SecondaryYouthSurvey/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentSurveyKent/


 

 

We Are Slade: Contacts & Payments 

My child’s class learning, class activities, 

lessons, homework or pastoral support; 

concerns about bullying and behaviour 

 

classname@slade.kent.sch.uk 

Sickness Reporting, Absence 

Requests and all Medical 

Appointments 

 

attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk 
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 c
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 General Enquiries and 

School Events 

 

 

office@slade.kent.sch.uk 

Yeti’s Wraparound: Childcare Voucher 

questions, session cancellations and all 

General Enquiries 

 

yetis@slade.kent.sch.uk W
ra
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n
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Extra Curricular Activity Clubs (booking and 

queries) Sports Events and Representative 

Sports Tournaments  

 

sportsandactivities@slade.kent.sch.uk 
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In Year and September EYFS 

Admissions 

 

 

admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk A
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Slade PTA  

 

 

 

pta@slade.kent.sch.uk 

Childcare Vouchers, Payments 

for Yeti’s and School Meals and 

School Trips and Special 

Lessons 

finance@slade.kent.sch.uk 
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n
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Comments and questions about 

school meal provision from Nourish 

Contract Catering 

 

jasongibbons@nourishcc.co.uk 
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If you would like the services of 

our Family Liaison Officer, 

Libby, or just wish to talk over a 

family issue in confidence 

flo@slade.kent.sch.uk 

01732 350354 / option 4 

P
a
ym

e
n
ts

 

For all complaints, please refer to the 

Complaints Policy then contact us: 

 

 

slaws@slade.kent.sch.uk 

 

C
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ts
 

G
D
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Reporting of GDPR Breaches, details 

of our privacy policy and for Subject 

Access Requests 

 

slaws@slade.kent.sch.uk 

 

School Dinners 

School Dinners provided by Nourish Contract Catering are free to the following groups: 

EYFS Classes, Year 1 Classes, Year 2 Classes, EYFS, KS1 and KS2 pupils eligible for benefits related Free School Meals  

School Dinners provided to KS2 (Year 3-6) children are charged at £2.55 per meal.   

Credit should be loaded onto the Meals section of your Arbor account in advance of a meal being taken. 

 

Yeti’s Wraparound Provision (Breakfast and After School Clubs) 

Breakfast Club is charged at £5.00 per session  After School Club is charged at £5.00 per session: 

Session 1 (15:30 - 16:30), Session 2 (16:30 - 17:30) 

Payment and Booking should be made via your online Arbor account. 

For full information please see our website: Breakfast and After School Clubs 

 

School Visits, Other Special Events and Swimming Lessons  

These payments are all made via your Arbor account.  You will receive details of the amount owed and the due date as 

well as information on the event via email in advance.   

Fa
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n
 

mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:office@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:yetis@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:sportsandactivities@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:pta@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:finance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:jasongibbons@nourishcc.co.uk
mailto:flo@slade.kent.sch.uk
https://sladeschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/policyadmin_sladeschool_org_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpolicyadmin%5Fsladeschool%5Forg%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FSlade%20School%20Policies%2FComplaints%20Policy%202023%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal
mailto:slaws:slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:slaws:slade.kent.sch.uk
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Breakfast+and+After+School+Club+%28Yeti%27s%29&pid=29


 

 

Diary Dates: Looking Ahead 

September October November 

 Monday 21 to Thursday 24 - 

 Group  A,B,C Year 6 Bikeability  

Tuesday 22 - Parent Teacher Consultations 

Thursday 24 - Parent Teacher Consultations 

Friday 25 - Last Day of Term 1 

 

Monday 4 to Thursday 7 -  

Group D,E,F Year 6 Bikeability 

Monday 4 - First Day of Term 2 

Wednesday 13 - EYFS25 Open Event 

Wednesday 20 - EYFS25 Open Event 

December January February 

Tuesday 10 - EYFS Performance 

Tuesday 10 - Year 1 Performance 

Wednesday 11 - Year 2 Performance 

Wednesday 11 - EYFS Performance 

Thursday 12 - Year 1 Performance 

Thursday 12 - Year 2 Performance 

Friday 13 - Christmas Sale, Jumper and 

Meal 

Monday 16 - Carols by Candlelight 

Wednesday 18 - Y5/6 Choir at GLA Trafalgar 

Square Christmas Event 

Thursday 19 - Last Day of Term 2 

Monday 6 - First Day of Term 3 

Thursday 16 - Year 1 Trip: Tunbridge Wells 

 

 

Monday 3 - Young Voices 2025 

(participants aware of detail) 

Tuesday 11 - Online Safety Day 

Friday 14 - Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 24 - First Day of Term 4 

 

 

March April May 

Tuesday 4 - EYFS Trip: Godstone Farm 

Thursday 6 - World Book Day 

Friday 21 - Year 4 Trip: Mountfitchet 

Tuesday 25 - Parent Teacher Consultations 

Thursday 27 - Parent Teacher Consultations 

 

 

Tuesday 1 - Summer Concert 

Friday 4 - Last Day of Term 4 

Tuesday 22 - First Day of Term 5 

 

 

Friday 2 - Year 3 Trip: Leavesden 

Friday 9 - Year 5 Trip: Herstmonceux 

Monday 12 - Thursday 15 - KS2 (Year 6) 

Statutory Assessment Tests 

Thursday 15 - Secondary School 

Information Evening for Year 5 parents 

Friday 23 - Last Day of Term 5 

 

June July 

Monday 2 - First Day of Term 6 

Year 2 Trip: Maidstone 

Tuesday 17 - Open Evening 

Thursday 19 - Sports Day 

Sunday 22 to Wednesday 25 - Year 6 

Residential (Kingswood, Ashford) 

Thursday 3 - Next Year Transition Day 

Tuesday 15 - Year 6 Production 

Thursday 17 - Year 6 Production 

Friday 18 - Last Day of Term 6 

More information about these events 

will appear nearer the time. 

Events and dates are subject to 

change 

Additional events will be posted here 

throughout the year 

2024/25 Term Dates 
Changes and additions to the diary from last week’s calendar are written in red for ease of reference 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=461&type=pdf

