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Dear Parents and Families, 

 A very warm welcome back to the start of a new school year and also to the beginning of my 

new chapter as Headteacher here at Slade Primary School. It has been a pleasure to reconnect 

with so many of you either at the school gate over the past two weeks or during the recent 

family enjoyed a restful summer break and are feeling refreshed for the year ahead. 

I would especially like to extend a warm welcome to our new Reception children and their 

families, who joined us at the beginning of this week. It has been a joy to watch them begin to 

build friendships, explore their classrooms and grow in confidence as they settle into their new 

environment. They even got their first taste of a school lunch cooked by our new caterers, 

and we hope you feel part of our Slade family very soon. 

Over the past fortnight, we have welcomed parents and carers from Years 1 to 6 into school 

to come this term and throughout the year. For those unable to attend, the presentation 

 

One of the key messages from these meetings was around communication including how we 

share information with you and how you can get in touch with us. While there are many 

channels available, we did want to highlight that sometimes, the most effective way to resolve 

a concern or query is through a face- to- face conversation. (Call me old- fashioned, but we find 

school office for support. 

One staffing update from me to share is that over the summer, Alex Taylor, one of our 

experienced members of the Titans Team made the difficult decision to step away from her 

role at Slade to pursue a new career path. Alex has been a dedicated member of the team for 

nearly nine years and was not only a fantastic ambassador for our HI pupils but has made a 

positive difference to so many children that she has worked with and supported over the years. 

Alex was also a dedicated part of our safeguarding team here at Slade as well as being one of 

for her many contributions to Slade. 

Finally, a huge well done to our Year 6 pupils that sat the Kent Test yesterday! I am extremely 

proud of all of them and was particularly impressed with how each of them approached the 

alike now that this stage is over! 

what the children have been up to and key upcoming dates for your diary. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you at the school gates on 

Monday as we begin another exciting week together! 

Viki 
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Monday 15 September           

¶ EYFS (Elmer and Gruffalo Classes) in school fulltime: 08:40 to 15:10 

¶ Wyvern Class Forest School 

¶ Pupil Council Elections 

Tuesday 16 September           

¶ Hydra Class Forest School 

¶ Griffin Class Swimming 

Wednesday 17 September          

 

  

Thursday 18 September           

¶ Gnome Class Forest School 

¶ Dragon Class Swimming 

This is the first session, please make sure consent and payment has been made via your Arbor account 

 

Friday 19 September           

¶ Sprite Class Forest School 

¶ House Captain Election Afternoon 

¶ PTA Used Uniform Sale -  See Page 5 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

 

the school website. 

 

  

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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WELCOME BACK 

We would like to welcome everybody back to school for the 

beginning of another exciting school year -  we hope that 

everyone had an amazing summer holiday and that the first 

eight days at school have been enjoyable. 

 

There is lots to look forward to this year, and we are looking forward  to reporting on all of it in the 

school newsletter every Friday! 

AND, WELCOME TO SLADE 

In particular, we would like to welcome our new pupils who 

have joined us this week, both in the EYFS Classes, you will 

see them later on in the newsletter, to Charlie, Lara and Dirgh 

who have joined Slade since the beginning of term in Year 4 

5 and 2. 

Mrs Burnside, Mrs Potter, Miss Ellis and Mrs Curtis have all been very impressed at how quickly our 

new learners have settled into Sphinx, Wyvern and Sprite Classes -  we hope they have had a super 

first few days at Slade.  Our special welcome is extended to all of the family of Charlie and Lara and 

Dirgh, with who we look forward to long, happy and successful relationships.   

We are also delighted to welcome Mrs Hazel Curtis to Slade who has joined the teaching team in 

-  more of whom on page 8.  

forward to working with Miss Garrett in her new role and we know how grateful she is for the many 

well wishes she has received since the start of term from the parents, carers and friends of Slade. 

MEET THE TEAM 

Thankyou to everyone who was able to come along to our Meet the Team Meetings, held in school 

since the beginning of term; we hope you found the events useful and interesting.  The presentation 

 

If you have any classroom based questions that do not require an urgent response or you require any 

further information from the Meet the Team meeting, please use the class email address for the 

 

The next opportunity in the diary to meet the teacher will be at our Autumn Parent -  Teacher 

Consultation evenings on Tuesday 14 October and Thursday 16 October with details on how to book 

your appointment on the way soon. 

Full details of the educational visits to be taken by each yeargroup will also be shared with parents as 

soon as all information has been confirmed, this will include the opening of the consent and payment 

screens on Arbor. 
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DEMOCRACY AT SLADE 

Next week, we will be holding our annual elections across the school as we seek to form a new Pupil 

Council and House Captain group. 

During the week, each teacher in Year 1- 6 will ask their class if anyone would like to stand for Pupil 

Council; the elected body that meets once a term to discuss activities, events and items of interest at 

school.  The children who would like to be considered will present a short talk to their classmates 

before a blind vote takes place -  the two children from each class who receive the most votes will be 

asked to join the council as representatives of their class.  Meetings usually take place at lunchtimes. 

Then on Friday, the Year 6 children who have put their names forward to be considered to be House 

Captains will give a presentation to all of the children in their house group who will then decide who 

to vote for by visiting our polling station and casting their votes just like we all do in local, county and 

general elections. 

The results of the elections will be announced in the school newsletter in the coming weeks, with best 

of luck to everyone who puts their name forward.   

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

A date for your diary -  Matthew Walker from Portrait Days will be visiting 

Slade on Wednesday 1 October to take the annual start of the year 

individual school photographs. 

published in our newsletter on Friday 3 October. 

  

PTA SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE 

The PTA will be holding their popular quality second hand uniform sale after school on Friday 19 

September. 

Join them under the canopy to catch some bargain buys of any item of school uniform from 15:15 

through to 15:50.  Cash and card are accepted, but cash is advisable due to the vagaries of the 

internet connection in Tonbridge! 

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

The online secondary school application process is now open for Year 6 parents to apply for their 

Secondary Schools are holding open events if you are unsure of which school to list as your four 

chosen schools in order of preference.  Kent County Council have an online guide to assist with any 

questions you may have before making your choices via their online platform.  

https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/195646/Secondary-admissions-book.pdf
https://kent.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
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AN EVENING WITH MICHAEL ROSEN 

Last Thursday evening, a group of staff went to Sevenoaks to see Michael Rosen.  The event 

Mr Clark, tells us more: 

 

'Chocolate Cake' but, on this occasion, he was talking about his new book 'Good Days: An A-

Z of Hope and Happiness'  

 

We enjoyed listening to an interview with Michael Rosen, where he told many stories from his 

life, recited some of his poetry and made everybody laugh (and maybe even cry). 

 

 Afterwards, we were lucky enough to meet him and get a copy of 'Chocolate Cake' signed 

for the school library, which you can find in there now. We also managed to get a picture with 

 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

Thankyou to everyone who has sent us in pictures and 

Challenge.   

We will catch up with the children  next week and feature 

 

If your child completed the Kent Libraries and Reading 

Agency Story Garden quest over the summer and would 

like to be included, just send us details and we will include 

them alongside our other superstar readers next week. 
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S YOUNGEST LEARNERS HAVING FUN 

It has been a very special week for 60 young people who have all started their school learning 

journey at Slade this week by getting to know their teaching team and to get to know their way 

around the classroom and some of the routines of school life. 

Congratulations to all of the new children in Elmer and Gruffalo Classes who have been enjoying 

their first week with Mrs Mulhern and Mrs Pearson in groups of 15 either in the morning or 

afternoon.  Today, they joined together as the whole class met for the first time as a group of 30, 

 

They start full time on Monday and we wish them much fun and success for their first term. 
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house for a week in the Tonbridge sun.  

Romilly and Henry explain: 

ensuring they were secure & told us how to care for them. 

We absolutely loved having them to stay and they were fab company-   

 

Ziggy and Dibbles are back at school and look forward to spending time with the children for a 

cuddle or two!  


