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PRIMARY SCHOOL

Friday 3 October 2025

Term 1, Issue 4



Dear Parents and Families,

heartening to hear about the incredible amount raised over the last academic year areal
testament to the dedication and generosity of our whole school community. The events you
help organise make such a difference to every child and in times when school budgets are

please do get in touch!

On Wednesday, we welcomed our school photographer for his first visit of the year to take
individual and sibling photos. The children looked incredibly smart and we were thrilled to
have our best attendance of the year so far only five children were absent, which is fantastic.

A huge thank you to everyone who attended and supported our Harvest Festival at the church
yesterday. It was a truly lovely occasion that left everyone feeling warm and proud. The
children were, as always, amazing and performed beautifully. Thank you also for your generous
donations  these will soon be delivered to local food banks in Tonbridge to support families

in need.
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Today we said goodbye and good luck to Taylor Ellis, a member of our teaching team, who is

our good wishes to Taylor and her family at this very exciting time as they await their new
arrival!

Thank you to those who have already completed the Parent Survey, which will remain open
until the end of this term. Paper copies will also be available during Parent Consultations for

again: https://forms.office.com/e/5qUX1sm3Rk

A quick reminder about our Parent Governor vacancies

sent via Arbor last week, but if you have any questions or need further information, feel free to
contact the school office.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. | hope you all enjoy a restful and refreshing
weekend. See you at the gate next week!
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https://forms.office.com/e/5qUX1sm3Rk

Monday 6 October

1 Wyvern Class Forest School

Tuesday 7 October
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1 Hydra Class Forest School

1 Griffin Class Swimming

Wednesday 8 October

¢ Elmer Class Forest School

This is your first session. If you have any questions or concerns please contact the class teacher
directly viaelmer@slade.kent.sch.uk

Thursday 9 October

7 Gnome Class Forest School
1 Dragon Class Swimming
7 EYFS Meet the Team and Phonics Information Session

14:00-
this link: https://forms.office.com/e/wD2aSFuljQ

Friday 10 October

1 Sprite Class Forest School

Looking Further Ahead?

the school website



mailto:elmer@slade.kent.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/wD2aSFu1jQ
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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loo forward to sharing a long, happy and successful relationship.
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Today we say goodbye for now to Taylor Ellis, class teacher in Sprite Class, w
will be starting her maternity leave this weekend.

We wish Taylor and her partner, Sam, our very best wishes at this exciting tim
for them both. We look forward to seeing Taylor again soon!

Joining the team this week and welcome to Slade is new Learning Support
Assistant (LSA) Priya Lognatham.

Priya will be working within the Special Educational Needs Team under A - - w
Inclusion Lead Catherine Barber. We hope Priya has enjoyed her first thre™s :
days on the team and we wish her much success at Slade.

SLADE, SNAPPED

It was great seeing Matthew Walker and Samantha Black
again on Wednesday as they came in to school to take the
individual and sibling group photographs for this year.

You will receive details on how to view the photographs
online and make orders and purchases on Monday.

Orders made before Sunday 19 October will receive free , g
delivery to school. Orders can be made after this date, but will attract a delivery charge

Also on Wednesday, we were very pleased to be joined by Simon Hildrew from the Kent Messenger wh

supplement, free with all paid for copies of the Kent Messenger, is likely to be included alongside the re:
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FILLING THE COFFERS ON COFFEE MORNING

Support was our biggest and best yet bringing in an amazing £502.82 for the deserving
charity.

the coffee morning last Friday, and especially to the volunteers who helped serve the all
important drink and cake. It was so wonderful to see so many people come together to enjoy

backdrop,to‘the morning of fundraising for Maemillan.

We are-alEchuffed at raising more-than.any of.our previous fundraising coffee mornings and
thank everyone who contributedtowards.this total, including the parent community. who
donated cake to be sold at the event'whieh allewed.usto raise'the £502.82 that has already

YETI1S LOVE WINTER

School Clubs for Term 2 which leads us to the Christmas and New Year holiday.

1 Breakfast Club (07:30 08:40)

1 After School Club Session 1 (15:30 16:30)

1 After School Club Session 2 (16:3017:30)

1 *After School Club Session 3 (£2.50/Session, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Only 1-73800)

*We will continue to monitor usage of Session 3 during Term 2 to see if this session is viable from
January. More information will be released in due course.

You will be able to book sessions at these wraparound clubs via your Arbor account from 19:00 on
Sunday 12 October.

school website

CENSUS DAY FISH AND CHIPS

school, including 171 (96.7%) in EYFS and Key Stage 1 classes.

Thursday was national schools census day, the day when the Government take a snap shot of various
aspects of school life. This includes the take up of school meals in EYFS, Key Stage 1 pupils and those
eligible for benefits related Free School Meals in all yeargroups.

The number of meals eaten affects the plans central government have for school budgets, at a time
when budgets are as stretched as they have ever been, we are pleased to have submitted such positive
figures to the census.

We hope that any child trying school meals for the first time enjoyed the new fresh taste provided by


https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Breakfast+and+After+School+Club+%28Yeti%27s%29&pid=29

PARENT GOVERNOR APPLICATIONS

The deadline to put your name forward for one of our two parent governor positions is just short of a
week away.

Applications must be submitted by midday on Friday 10 October.

Together with the headteacher, the Governing Body has overall responsibility for the running of the
school; amongst many duties governors are involved in deciding school policies, allocating the

The core functions of the Governing Body include, but are not limited to ensuring:
- that the vision, ethos and strategic direction of the school are clearly defined
- that the headteacher performs their responsibilities for the educational performance of the school

No special qualifications are needed, the most important thing is to have a keen interest in the school
governors in their work full training is provided at no cost to the individual.

In our school we have three parent governors who serve for a term of office of 4 years. The full
Governing Body normally meets once a term, on a Wednesday at 6.30pm. In addition, there may be
committee meetings held each term, specific arrangements will depend on the model of governance
adopted by the Governing Body. Governors are required to have Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS) and Section 128 checkswhich must be started within 21 days of appointment/election.

The application form which incudes space for a 250 word personal statement was attached to Miss

email office@slade.kent.sch.uland we will be happy to provide this for you.

We look forward to receiving the applications for this vital and exciting role.

AUTUMN PARENTF TEACHER CONSULTATIONS

As we reported earlier this week in our Today at Slade email, we arq

delighted and grateful for the number of Parent- Teacher
Consultation appointments booked in the first few hours of the
window opening on Sunday evening.

Currently, we only have 50 appointments left to book. If you have not

yet booked your appointment to talk with the class teacher about how your child has settled into their
new yeargroup, the things they are learning at present and their targets for the year ahead then
please login to Arbor, select Parent Teacher Consultations and simply choose an appointment time
from the drop down list.

When booking, you should untick any parent who will not be attending to ensure that the correct
parent receives the acknowledgment and confirmation of appointment those with a blue tick next to
their names on the booking page will be invited.

The booking window will remain open until 23:59 on Sunday 12 October, however due to the demand,
available slots are running out so we urge you to book this weekend to avoid disappointment and
our reminders!.


mailto:office@slade.kent.sch.uk

PUPIL COUNCIL 2025/26

The Pupil Council for this academic year has been finalised after the last few classes conducted their
voting this week. Congratulations to the elected members of the council, who will meet for the first
time with Mrs Potter soon as they discuss and organise events during the school year.

Around Schoo
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Pixie Class

Alia and Phoebe
Fraser and Freya

EIf Class
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Gnome Class
Josh and Reyona
Martin and Evie
Sprite Class

Sonny and Emily
Joni and Jupiter

Pegasus Class
Hippogriff Class

Phoenix Class
Daisy and Alfie
Poppy and Cole
Sphinx Class

Hydra Class
Hattie and Johhny
Sophie and Arjun
Wyvern Class

Griffin Class
Aazeen and Reece
Albert and Scyld
Dragon Class




PTA:THE YEAR AHEAD

Thank you so much to everyone that came and supported the PTA at the AGM meeting on
Monday. It was a small but mighty gathering and we can't wait for the year ahead.

Your new committee includes Caroline, Flora, Steff and Gemma along with Emily, Bev, Lisa P,
Imogen, Lisa A and Malaika.

Watch this space for all things Christmas as we start gearing up for the first PTA event of this
academic year!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
INGREDIBLE SUPPORT IN
202473

Together this year we have raised
over

« 220000 <
FUNDRAISING EVENTS DONATIONS T0 SGHOOL

Uniform Sales: £867
Firework Night: £4,300
Christmas @ Slade: £2,550
KS2 Disco: £950

Valentines Smarties: £1,200
Roundtable Donation: £300
KS1 Film Night: £490

Wtlassroom Donations
(All classes, SENGO, Titans, Forest School & Library)

Care of Slade Bunnies PROJECTS APPROVED & PENDING
Forest School NEW noticenoard at school gates

: - Replacement of gym mats
School Trip Subsidies Sports equipment storage

Foam Footballs New playoround equipment

Sports Crew T-Shirts £5,000 added to savings account for
Christmas Books UPGOMING PLAYGROUND PROJECT

Christmas & Year-end Class Parties g’,’f 1%
Library Books =
DIY Day Supplies

THANKYOUTO. ..

Our amazing 24/25 Committee
Our fabulous school community
Our incredible staff

Easter Eggstravaganza: £864
Summer Fete: £7,000 +
Colour Run: £1,000 -+

Pimms Fiesta: £280

CHRISTMAS GIFTS: ORDER DEADLINES S

A reminder that the deadline to order your Class Fundraising
Christmas gifts using the design brought home last week is next
Wednesday, 8 October.

Avoid disappointment and order this weekend!
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Attendance Our Attendance Target = 97.0%

& J
Over a school year, we are due to be open for = N
190 days which equates to 380 sessions. Our Attendance This Year =96.5%

U J

Registration takes place at 08:50 in the morning

and after lunch in the afternoon.

Our Attendance This Week =96.7%

Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at}§ b

school for any whole session including
registration.

Please try not to book routine medical

Position | Class Year Group Attendance this
appointments or holidays (even travel) in school Week
time. You should notify us of any planned 1 Gnome Year 2, Mrs Manktelow 99.7%
absence immediately via 2 Hydra Year 5, Mr Duffin 98.3%
attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk 3 Wyvern Year 5, Miss Hall and Mrs|  98.0%

Potter
The class with the best attendance each week . p— Voar 1 ir Clark p—",
WI” win Attendance Ted' 4 Pegasus Year 3, Miss Meers and 97.7%
. Miss Elliott
Congratulations to Mrs Manktelow and all of
. 6 Gruffalo EYFS, Mrs Pearson 97.3%
Gnome Class, who have won the attendance prize
. . 7 Phoenix Year 4, Miss Taylor and 97.3%
for consecutive weeks and 3/4 weeks this year! Miss Maple
8 Griffin Year 6, Mrs Fordyce 97.0%
9 Elf Year 1, Mrs Hitchcock 96.7%
10 Dragon Year 6, Mrs Worley 95.7%
11 Sphinx Year 4, Mrs Burnside 95.3%
12 Sprite Year 2, Miss Ellis and Mrg 95.0%
Curtis
13 Hippogriff Year 3, Mr Louth 94.6%
14 Elmer EYFS, Mrs Mulhern 93.0%

ars are taken at 08:50. If children arrive
ne, they are registered late.

the children are at school on

ent disruption and upset

t of their class.

3

Well done to all of the classes with no late pupils this week: Dragon

Congratulations to Mrs Worley and all of the children in Dragon Class. Punctuality Pup will be staying
with our oldest learners this week as they were the class with highest attendance with no late marks.

Here, on time every day and ready to learn!


mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 2025

What a lovely time we had at St Peter and St Paul Church yesterday as we celebrated our Harvest
Festival with thanksgiving and song.

Miss Garrett led the welcome by saying how proud she was to see everyone gathered together at
this special occasion.

She also thanked Miss Elliott for organising the event, to the team at the Church for hosting and of
course to all of the parents who helped out by walking the children to the venue, making the Har-
vest Festival possible.

before the finalé; Harvest Samba.

YOUR DONATIONS

Our focus this harvest time has been on collecting items that would be useful
for our local foodbank.

Services from foodbanks are in ever increasing demand across the country ark
so therefore each foodbank is always desperate to keep their stocks high to
provide for anyone who needs their help.

On Thursday afternoon our Family Liaison Officer, Libby Wilmshurst, took your donations collected
over this week, to the Sustain Foodbank based at Tonbridge Baptist Church (TBC).

TBC have been great supporters of work in the community and friends to Slade Primary School.
Sustain provide emergency food supplies to local people experiencing a short term need. All the
food items are donated by individuals or local groups, and distributed to recipients referred by front
line care agencies.

Sustain are incredibly grateful for the donations collected at Slade this week. Their Community Lead,
Emma Lander, passes on her thanks to everyone who was able to donatéhe donations will all be
used to provide urgent help where it is most needed at the heart of our community.

Mrs Wilmshurst and Miss Elliott with a small selection of the
Harvest donations.

Referralscan be made by any front line care agency such as GP, school teacher, early help, social
services, health visitor, Jobcentre, Tonbridge Gateway, social worker, doctor or citizens advitfe.
you are in need of food please contact one of these agencies or speak in confidence with Libby at
Slade via 01732 350354, at the school gate or via emdib@slade.kent.sch.uk

Please note, Sustain is not open on weekends or bank holidays.


mailto:flo@slade.kent.sch.uk

