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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

It has been another busy and exciting week in school, with so much wonderful learning taking 

place across all our classes. Members of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) regularly visit 

classrooms to see the learning in action and this week I particularly enjoyed spending time in the 

lower end of the school. I also had the opportunity to visit more classes as part of my story time 

sessions with both EYFS classes, as well as with Elf Class just before lunchtime today! 

 

On Wednesday, we held our second Open Morning and was also the deadline for parents and 

carers to cast their votes for who they would like to represent the parent community on the 

Governing Body. We were delighted by the high level of participation, with a total of 173 votes 

cast, 133 counted in line with the required procedures. I am pleased to announce that the two 

candidates receiving the most votes are James Gritten and Helen Vincent. Congratulations to you 

both! I look forward to working with you in your new roles as School Governors and seeing you at 

our next Full Governing Body (FGB) meeting on Wednesday 26th November. 

 

I would also like to extend my thanks to everyone who put themselves forward. Your willingness 

to support the school in this way is greatly appreciated and demonstrates the strong sense of 

community we share. Please remember there are always other opportunities to get involved in 

school life through our PTA or through one of our volunteer roles as either a Reading Angel or 

support in Forest School. If you would like to find out more about these roles then please contact 

the school office and they can put you in touch with the correct member of staff. 

 

We have also welcomed two new members of staff to our team this week. On Monday, Lisa 

Whiley joined our Titans team as an experienced Teaching Assistant, following the departure of 

Alex Taylor. Lisa will be supporting some of our hearing- impaired children as well as others across 

the school. On Thursday, we were pleased to welcome Eleanor Manktelow- Santer to our Yetis 

After School Club team. For those whose children attend our Wraparound Care, Eleanor will be 

supporting on Thursdays and Fridays after school. 

 

Looking ahead to next week, we will be taking time to reflect on Armistice Day and at the end of 

the week, we will be supporting the BBC Children in Need appeal. Children are invited to leave 

their uniform at home and wear their own clothes to school, should they wish, and to make a 

small monetary donation to this very worthy cause. A big thank you to our newly elected Pupil 

Council, who have helped to organise this event for everyone across the school. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you next week! 

Viki 
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Monday 10 November        

¶ Pegasus Class Forest School 

Tuesday 11 November         

¶ Hippogriff Class Forest School 

¶ Griffin Class Swimming Lesson (from 14:30) 

Wednesday 12 November       

¶ Year 1 Amelia Centre Outreach Session  (See Page 8) 

Thursday 13 November         

¶ Phoenix Class Forest School 

¶ AM: Annual Year 6 Lancaster Model Wellbeing and Mental Health session (NHS, delivered by 

teachers) 

If you have any questions, please contact your class teacher via email.   

Information on the Lancaster Model can be found here: Parents and Guardians  The Lancaster Model  

¶ Dragon Class Swimming Lesson (from 14:00) 

Friday 14 November          

¶ Children in Need Day  -  Non Uniform Event (See Page 7) 

¶ Sphinx Class Forest School 

¶ PTA Christmas Jumper Donation Day (See Page 9) 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

 

the school website. 

 

  

https://www.thelancastermodel.co.uk/parents-and-guardians/
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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2026 PRIMARY APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 

Today, Kent County Council opened the application window for parents of children born between 1 

September 2021 and 31 August 2022 to apply for their preferred primary school setting from 

September 2026. 

The application window remains open until Thursday 15 January 2026 with the allocations emailed 

to parents on National Offer Day on  Thursday 16 April 2026. 

It was fantastic to welcome to Slade this Wednesday, another 90 parents and carers who are 

considering their choices at present and we thank them for coming along to hear and see a typical 

morning at school. 

Our last open event still has places available if you are, or know someone who is in the position of 

making a primary school application this year.  That event will be held on Wednesday 19 November 

from 09:15 -  bookings can be made here: 

Slade Primary School Open Event: Wednesday 19 November 2025 09:15 -  11:00    Fill out form  

The application portal can be found via the Kent County Council 

website along with other information about the process, accessed 

here: Primary School Places in Kent. 

Parents of children already in primary school are reminded that 

they still need to apply in the same way.  Sibling links are valid if: 

¶ One older sibling is currently in EYFS, Year 1, 2 , 3, 4 or 5 at 

the chosen school 

¶ That the family have not moved home a distance greater than 

2 miles since their last application 

Full details are available on the Kent County Council website in 

their guide to applying for primary school. 

 

If you are a current parent at Slade and plan to or already have made a sibling application, we are 

very grateful if you could let us know via admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk -  this helps us to verify 

applications when we are asked to by the Admissions Authority nearer the time to National Offer 

Day.  Thankyou in advance for your help with this.  

YEAR 2 FOREST SCHOOL SWAP 

Gnome and Sprite Classes have swapped their planned dates to visit Forest School later this term. 

This means that the updated timetable will be: 

Monday 24 November -  Gnome Class  

(Year 2, Mrs Manktelow) 

Tuesday 25 November -  Sprite Class 

(Year 2, Mrs Curtis) 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/7CVbiqGPxR
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
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FROM BREAKFAST CLUB 

Breakfast Clubber and seeing some of the new look improvements that she is overseeing at our 

morning wrapround provision. 

The small but important changes, introduced to the children attending Breakfast Club over the last 

week, include a self registration, a wider range of things to do and also a brand new outside area 

packed full of new games and activities.   

This week, we spoke to Breakfast Club Playworker Louise Pearson who explained the benefits of these 

improvements: 

their choice of activities and how they spend their time preparing for their day of learning in school.  

From the independence of managing their registration and where they will be by moving their name 

card to the appropriate place on our posters, which also aligns with the process in most of the 

classrooms, they have the chance to spend time outside with the range of new activities to try -  the 

favourite being our curling set -  it will not be long before we host our first curling competition as they 

have taken to it so well!  The outside zone is available from 7:30 to 8:30 initially for ten children at a 

time, but we do make sure that the children have eaten their breakfast before going outside.  To 

further enhance the area we are looking to purchase a covered sandpit and a small trampette -  if you 

know anyone who has something like this that may be looking to let them go, do point them in our 

 

Breakfast Club can be booked online via your Arbor account. 

 

School Club on a Thursday and Friday.  We welcome Ellie to Slade and will talk 

the Team feature. 


