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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

Rehearsals for all of our traditional Christmas events and performances are now well underway, 

with the sound of festive music echoing throughout the school. It is all feeling very Christmassy! A 

reminder that a full breakdown of all our Christmas activities including dates, timings and booking 

details have been shared. Please do take a moment to revisit them so those all- important dates 

are in your diary. Regular updates will also be shared by Mr Laws in the daily emails as we get 

closer to each event! 

 

Next week, the school Christmas post boxes will be placed around the school! Children who wish 

to write Christmas cards for their peers can post them in the box nearest their part of the school. 

The cards will then be sorted and delivered by our Year 6 helpers at lunchtime and we will ensure 

they are definitely delivered in time for Christmas! Please could we ask that envelopes include 

 

A big thank you for the donations that have already begun to arrive and an equally big thank you 

to the PTA and volunteers who are busily organising the much-

Sale on Friday 12th December. This is always a lovely event, giving children the real- life 

the bins will be out again next Friday morning. 

 

on my weekly Headteacher assemblies and throughout the week, children will take part in 

activities designed to help them understand how they can make a positive difference to 

themselves and others, what bullying is and how to report it as well as what makes a good friend. 

identify next steps to continue to keep everyone happy and safe.  We will end the week with Odd 

Socks Day on Friday, where children (and adults!) are invited, if they wish, to wear odd socks to 

celebrate individuality. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week as we enter the 

final month of the year!  

 

Viki 
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Monday 1 December        

¶ Pixie Class Forest School 

¶ Hydra Class Cooking at Tonbridge School 

Tuesday 2 December        

¶ Elf Class Forest School  

¶ Wyvern Class Cooking at Tonbridge School 

¶ Hydra Class Swimming Lesson (from 14:30) 

Wednesday 3 December       

 

  

Thursday 4 December        

¶ Sphinx Class Forest School  

¶ Wyvern Class Swimming Lesson (from 14:00) 

¶ 12 Days of Christmas - Day 1 

Friday 5 December        

¶ ODD SOCKS DAY -  See Page 10 

¶ Phoenix Class Forest School 

¶ PTA Christmas Sale Gifts Donation Day (See Page 9) 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

 

the school website. 

From Now        

¶ Buy your PTA 12 Days of Christmas Raffle tickets here: sladepta.sumupstore.com 

Details on Page 8 

Monday 1 December - Friday 5 December  

¶ Friendship Week -  See Page 10 for full details 

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/
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SLADE: PRIMARY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 

gala dinner.  We are now incredibly proud to say that we only went and won it! 

 

Slade were named as Primary School of the Year at the event held in the Nursery Pavilion at the 

home of English Cricket, Lord's on Thursday 20 November. 

 

The school was honoured for transforming cricket into a fully inclusive and central part of the school 

life through the Chance to Shine programme. 

 

More than 80 pupils have represented Slade in competitions, and 128 take part in extra- curricular 

cricket clubs.  With support from Kent Cricket coach, Sandra Hepple, children with hearing 

impairments are fully included using radio aids and British Sign Language. 

 

Teachers have also grown in confidence delivering cricket sessions themselves, helping the sport 

strengthen links with local clubs and boosting pupils' confidence, leadership and teamwork.  Cricket 

is now the go- to game on the playground. 

 

The Chance to Shine VT which was played as we were announced as Primary School of the Year is 

available to view here: Inclusive cricket at Slade Primary | Primary School of the Year 2025  

 

Everyone at Slade is very proud of this achievement and we 

thank Sandra from Kent Cricket and  Chance to Shine for their 

support of our growing cricket community at school. 

 

We have a special look at the award winning inclusive cricket 

provision fostered by Fitness and Wellbeing Champion, Wendy 

Wendy and the children who picked up the award for Slade: 

Ruby, Arya, William and Alfie. 

KENT POLICE ONLINE COMMUNITY EVENT: 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS 

A reminder of the invite from Kent Police for all members of our community to join in an online 

event next week to find out more about the actions and projects Kent Police and their partners have 

done to make our area safer for women and girls.  There will also be a chance to ask questions of 

your local team with the event being shaped from feedback received from previous events. 

Please use the links below to register for the event.  Both dates will cover the same content 

and are at different times for ease to help as many people as possible join:  

  

Monday 1  December, 10am -  12pm 

  

Tuesday 2 December, 6pm  8pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIsereN-1Z4
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/26bc1372-b3f0-433e-88b5-0e07c833e855@f31b07f0-9cf9-40db-964d-6ff986a97e3d
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f9126487-952b-4d1c-a754-3c9c48a6f2f7@f31b07f0-9cf9-40db-964d-6ff986a97e3d
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PUTTING ON A SHOW 2025 

Everyone in our EYFS and Key Stage 1 classes are looking forward to putting on a show for friends and 

family this Christmastime. 

You have been booking your seats to watch the shows as well, with over 80 bookings for each of the  

six performances already made, with some touching 90!   

-  tickets are still 

available via the link below 

 

EYFS (Elmer and Gruffalo Classes) -  The Nativity!  

EYFS: Putting on a Show 2025  Fill out form  

 

Year 1 (Pixie and Elf Classes) -  Christmas Song and Dance Spectacular!  

Year 1: Putting on a Show 2025  Fill out form  

 

Year 2 (Gnome and Sprite Classes) -   

Year 2: Putting on a Show 2025  Fill out form  

CREATING AN OBSTICLE 

Mrs Barber and Miss Garrett are continuing their efforts 

to improve fun and imaginative play and learning 

experiences for all of the children across the school 

day. 

They have sourced some ideas and have received 

excellent support from the PTA to fund resources and 

apparatus. 

One of the ideas involves sturdy crates and planks of 

wood that could be used in a way demonstrated in this 

picture. 

If you have, or if you know anyone who may have or 

sell items such as these, please get in touch via 

office@slade.kent.sch.uk. 

We would be very grateful, and promise that any donations will go a long way in boosting our 

selection of equipment for different activities for children of all ages. 

RUBYʇS HOME BAKING 

Last week, Mrs Fordyce and other members of the staff team were 

treated to a tasty surprise courtesy of Ruby. 

Ruby decided to do some weekend baking with her grandmother, 

with the results shared with her teaching team. 

home baked cake, just the right texture and tasting very, very 

 

Well done, and thankyou, Ruby! 

https://forms.office.com/e/XywRJRYd2m
https://forms.office.com/e/BFxE1cwmfc
https://forms.office.com/e/mBiRbvYWuQ
mailto:office@slade.kent.sch.uk
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LOCAL NHS: FLU  

Last month, the NHS Community Health Immunisation Team visited Slade to administer flu 

vaccinations to our children. 

The team appreciate that there were children at Slade who had consent to have the immunisation, 

but for different reasons will have been unable to have had it administered on that day.  They have 

been in touch to let parents of those children, and those who may now be in a position to want their 

child to have the vaccination where and how to book a clinic spot in Kent as we head closer now to 

the flu season.  Georgia Crabb writes: 

 

Flu cases among children are rising earlier than usual this year and health experts are warning that 

this season could be particularly severe. Latest UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) data shows flu 

activity is three times higher than this time last year, with a sharp increase among school- aged 

children.  

Flu is not just a bad cold. It can make children very unwell and is more likely to lead to complications 

such as pneumonia, bronchitis and ear infections. In severe cases children may become so unwell 

they need to be admitted to hospital.  

Children with long- term conditions like asthma or diabetes are at even higher risk. Flu can trigger 

asthma attacks and make diabetes harder to manage, increasing the risk of serious complications. 

 

Why vaccination matters  

The nasal spray flu vaccine is quick, painless and the best protection against flu for children under 16.  

Vaccinating your child not only protects them but also helps stop flu spreading to vulnerable family  

members, such as grandparents or babies. 

If your child is unable to have the nasal flu due to medical or cultural reasons, they can have an 

alternative porcine free injectable option.  

 

 

- up appointment at a local community clinic: We have 

listed the upcoming clinic dates and venues on page 7 of your school newsletter this week. 

local community clinic if needed for cultural or medical reasons. 

 

or participating pharmacy. 

 

For more information, visit NHS flu vaccine advice for children or contact Kent Immunisation Service. 

Vaccines are vital for protecting the population of Kent and Medway; vaccines are the best defence 

we have against viruses including flu, meningitis, and measles, mumps and rubella. Find more 

information at Protecting you. 

 

https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/support/health-services-for-families-with-school-aged-children/immunisation-service/immunisation-community-clinics/
https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/support/health-services-for-families-with-school-aged-children/immunisation-service/immunisation-community-clinics/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/
https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/support/health-services-for-families-with-school-aged-children/immunisation-service/immunisation-community-clinics/
https://www.kmhealthandcare.uk/vaccinations


NHS FLU IMMUNISATION CLINICS 
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12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  

PTA 12 Days of Christmas Raffle. 

Tickets are available for £1 now and right the way through the competition, with a winner announced 

every day at 7:15 in our Today at Slade email. 

Tickets an be purchased here: sladepta.sumupstore.com  
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https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/
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URGENT: ONE WEEK LEFT TO DONATE! 
 

We are so grateful for all the Christmas Sale Donations that have been brought in so far -  thank you 

all so much. 

 

After sorting and counting over the last two weeks, we are still in need of a large number of gifts to 

make this event possible. We are currently short of: 

255 x Mum gifts 

218 x Dad gifts 

480 x Sibling gifts (mix of older and younger)  

 

 

drop off  next Friday do take them to the office.  

 

We cannot run the sale unless we know that all the children will be able to take part and buy the 

 



FRIENDSHIP WEEK: THE POWER OF GOOD 

Friendship Week, this week will conclude on Friday 5 December with Odd Socks Day, where all 

children and staff are invited to come to school wearing odd socks. 

The theme this year is The Power of Good and by the 

end of the week, the children will have a clear 

understanding of what bullying is, how to report 

bullying and to understand that how using their own 

powers can make a positive difference to themselves 

and others. 

We will highlight some of the activities that happen 

-  including 

pictures of socks!  
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05.12.2025 

SLADE YOUNG POETS 

This week, Mrs Burnside has hosted our first poetry week in a few years and it has proven to be a hit 

amongst our Key Stage 2 classes as they have listened to, watched and of course had a go at 

composing their own poems. 

They were helped especially by poet Simon Mole and his 

be viewed at home here:  Bing Videos. 

 

One game you can try at home is to make a list of words that all begin with the same letter and 

challenge the children to include as many as they can in a poem -  this can have some very funny 

results if you let their imaginations run riot! 

In Sphinx Class, the children have really enjoyed poetry week.  Alice and 

a Zoom Assembly with lots of other schools where they spoke about 

different kinds of poems and how much fun you can have with poetry .  

There was a chatbox where we could share our best ideas, it was a great 

 

 

in Sphinx Class read out a poem to everyone else, it can be our own poem, or one from a book.  We 

recite it -   

On Thursday, Mrs Burnside was pleased to launch the Young Poet Laureate 

Competition at Slade as she held a meeting for children interested in taking 

newsletter and we look forward to lots of imaginative, fun entries!  

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=simon+mole+freewriting&qs=n&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=simon+mole+freewriting&sc=0-22&sk=&cvid=E22FBC4A6A17440185BA958718DE8A74&ajaxnorecss=1&sid=08777D41C51E693D19276B01C44268E6&jsoncbid=0&ajaxsydconv=1&ru=%2fsea


THE BEST IN THE COUNTRY 

We are immensely proud to have been officially given the title of Primary School of the Year at last 

value in inclusiveness, has rightly been celebrated this week and it has been fantastic to see the 

winners plaque in school.   

Our cricketing representatives at the awards dinner joining Wendy Ball and Daryl Buckland were Alfie, 

Arya, William and Ruby who spoke to us this week: 

 

teaching the younger children in school how to play cricket after being involved in the Chance to 

Shine training with Mrs Ball and Sandra Hepple.  This is what made me want to become a Sports 

Captain at Slade, I am now able to lead a session of cricket for the younger children and so this at 

their sports club on a Friday morning.  Alfie also plays cricket with the local Cowdrey Cricket Club and 

speaks incredibly well about the sport -  we speculated about a future in sports broadcasting, 

 

 

Ruby constantly shows excellent coaching skills coupled with empathy and understanding in different 

roles she has taken on in school, in particular with the much younger children at the Street Dance 

club run by DanceMode.  She has also enjoyed her first experience of cricket and likes to practice in 

the park with her granddad in Hildenborough Park as he helps her practice her batting, bowling and 

catching skills.  Ruby always shows the school and her personal value of kindness, never more 

player from another school look really nervous before the game, she went over to her to explain 

what was going to happen and encouraged the player to do well.  Ruby also volunteers around 

school, helping the Year 2 rapid fire cricketers with their sessions and giving advice on how to 

improve their technique. 

 

Arya comes from a cricketing family, with her dad being a keen player, but Arya had not played at all 

before she had cricket PE lessons at Slade-  then followed the sessions with Sandra and Chance to 

Shine when she really started to enjoy the sport so much she decided to go and join a club for 

coaching; she trains with Tonbridge Cricket Club, and recently has successfully been selected for the 

before, as I thought everyone would be better than me, but it was fantastic, I settled in quickly and 

places as far afield as Beckenham and Canterbury as well as locally at Somerhill, so Arya will look 

forward to seeing a bit more of the county as well! 
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 ECB Chance to Shine Primary School of the Year 2025 



PRIMARY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 2025 

William has enjoyed playing cricket ever since he picked up a bat and ball, further encouraged by 

Chance to Shine and PE lessons at school he also trains and plays at Tonbridge Cricket Club.  After 

the first few drills which concentrated on the main skills of batting, bowling and fielding, including 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

including the iconic media centre, which allows a superb view 

of the hallowed turf at the home of cricket. 

They also had a chance to visit the museum, which included 

seeing the original urn containing The Ashes, which suitably 

are currently being played for in Australia. 

Australia currently lead 1:0 in the 5 Test series and Alfie and 

team for an Instagram Live broadcast where they were asked 

for their predictions -  they were astute and media savvy 

enough to say that they believed England would triumph 

either 4:1 or 3:2, but were honest with us to say that they 

actually felt Australia would probably win the series!   

 

 

All of the 180 attendees then sat down for a three 

course dinner which included melon, strawberries, 

sausages and mash or a salmon meal followed by tea. 

 

Our winners are now used to the finer dining  lifestyle 

and are able to give advice on the use of all of the 

different cutlery, side plates and cups associated with 

these events!  
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 ECB Chance to Shine Primary School of the Year 2025 



PRIMARY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 2025 

SLADE AT LORDʇS 
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 ECB Chance to Shine Primary School of the Year 2025 



PRIMARY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 2025 

AWARDS NIGHT GALLERY 
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 ECB Chance to Shine Primary School of the Year 2025 
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Over a school year, we are due to be open for 

190 days which equates to 380 sessions. 

Registration takes place at 08:50 in the morning 

and after lunch in the afternoon.  

Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at 

school for any whole session including 

registration. 

Please try not to book routine medical 

appointments or holidays (even travel) in school 

time.  You should notify us of any planned 

absence immediately via 

attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk 

The class with the best attendance each week 

will win Attendance Ted.  

Punctuality 

Registers are taken at 08:50.  If children arrive 

after this time, they are registered late.  

It is important that the children are at school on 

time every day to prevent disruption and upset 

to their day and for the rest of their class. 

 

Punctuality Pup is awarded to the class with 

the best punctuality each week.  

Our Attendance Target = 97.0% 

Our Attendance This Year = 96.2% 

Our Attendance This Week = 96.4% 

Class Year Group Attendance this 

Week 

Position  

Elmer EYFS, Mrs Mulhern 98.7% 1 

Phoenix Year 4, Miss Taylor and 

Miss Maple 

98.7% 1 

Gnome Year 2, Mrs Manktelow 98.0% 3 

Pixie Year 1, Mr Clark 97.7% 4 

Sphinx Year 4, Mrs Burnside 97.7% 4 

Gruffalo EYFS, Mrs Pearson 97.6% 6 

Elf Year 1, Mrs Hitchcock 97.3% 7 

Dragon Year 6, Mrs Worley 97.3% 7 

Hydra Year 5, Mr Duffin 97.0% 9 

Hippogriff  Year 3, Mr Louth 96.2% 10 

Pegasus Year 3, Miss Meers and 

Miss Elliott 

95.7% 11 

Sprite Year 2, Mrs Curtis 94.3% 12 

Griffin Year 6, Mrs Fordyce 92.3% 13 

Wyvern Year 5, Miss Hall and Mrs 

Potter 

91.7% 14 

Attendance Ted This Week 

Late Children This Week = 56 

Punctuality Pup This Week 
Well done to all of the classes with no late pupils this week: Phoenix and Gnome 

Another week with a lot of late children, but not in Gnome (fantastic effort once again from Mrs 

having no late children for the past 7 days with the highest attendance. 

Congratulations to both Elmer Class (EYFS) and 

Phoenix Class (Year 4) for having the best 

attendance this week.   

mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk


 
 

 

C
e

le
b

ra
tio

n
 A

ss
e

m
b

ly
  

WINNERS OF THE WEEK 

TED AND PUP  

Attendance: Elmer Class (EYFS) and Phoenix in Year 4 

Punctuality: Phoenix Class in Year 4 

SUPERSTARS OF THE WEEK 

EYFS: Marnie and Max 

Year 1: Oriana and Eleanor 

 

Year 2: Emma and George 

Year 3: Owen and Isobel 

 

 Year 4: Elsie and Ottilie 

 Year 5: Hattie and Arjun 

 Year 6: Scarlett and Pavlik 

CELEBRATING OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

Kindness: Fraser, Kiera, Martin and Mabel 

Resilience: Evie, Beatrice, Clara and Max 

Inclusion: Edith, Ottilie, Sophia and Emila 

 

WALK ON WEDNESDAY 

The number of pupils walking, riding or scooting to or 

part of the way to school through Park and Stride. 

Key Stage 1 -  Gruffalo Class (23 out of 30) 

Key Stage 2 -  Dragon Class (27 out of 30) 

HOUSE POINTS THIS WEEK 

1. Air -  696 Points 

2. Fire -  661 Points 

3. Water -  586 Points 

4. Earth -  571 Points 

TIDY CLASSROOMS 

As judged by our House Captains 

Key Stage 1: Elmer 

Key Stage 2: Sphinx 

TIMES TABLES ROCKSTARS WEEKLY CHAMPIONS 

Year 2: Reno (Gnome)    Year 5: Beau (Wyvern) 

Year 3: Ariana (Hippogriff)   Year 6: William (Dragon) 

Year 4: Otis (Phoenix) 
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June July 

Monday 1 -  First Day of Term 6 

Monday 1 -  Friday 5 -  Multiplication 

Screening for Year 4 pupils 

Monday 8 -  Friday 12 -  Phonics Screening 

for Year 1 pupils 

Wednesday 10 -  Year 4 Hands on History 

Workshop 

Friday 12 -  Year 2 Kent Life Visit 

Thursday 18 -  Sports Day 

Thursday 25 -  Reserve Sports Day 

Tuesday 30 -  EYFS26 New Parents 

Information Meeting 

Wednesday 1 -  EYFS26 New Parents 

Information Meeting 

Thursday 2 -  Transition Day 

Tuesday 7 -  Open Evening (17:00 -  19:00) 

Monday 13 -  School Reports Sent to Parents 

Monday 13 -  Year 6 Production (18:30) 

Wednesday 15 -  Year 6 Production (18:30) 

Friday 17 July -  Last Day of Term 6 

September October November 

   

December January February 

Friday 5 -  Odd Socks Day 

Tuesday 9 -  EYFS Putting on a Show (09:30) 

Tuesday 9 -   Year 1 Putting on a Show 

(14:00) 

Wednesday 10 -  Year 2 Putting on a Show 

(09:30) 

Wednesday 10 -  EYFS Putting on a Show 

(14:00) 

Thursday 11 -  Year 1 Putting on a Show 

(09:30) 

Thursday 11 -  Year 2 Putting on a Show 

(14:00) 

Thursday 11 -  Year 4 Geography Field Trip 

Friday 12 -  Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas 

Sale and Christmas Lunch 

Monday 15 -  Carols by Candlelight (18:30) 

Friday 19 -  Last Day of Term 2 

Monday  20 -  Monday 5 January -  Christmas 

and New Year Holiday 

Tuesday 6 -  First Day of Term 3 

Wednesday 14 -  EYFS26 Open Morning 

Year 3 Living History Workshop 

Tuesday 10 -  Online Safety Day 

Friday 13 -  Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 16 -  Friday 20 -  February Break 

Monday 23 -  First Day of Term 4 

Tuesday 24 -  EYFS Godstone Farm Visit 

March April May 

Thursday 5 -  World Book Day 

Wednesday 11 -  Year 4 Maidstone Visit 

Wednesday 18 -  Year 1 Tunbridge Wells Visit 

Tuesday 24 -  Parent -  Teacher Consultations 

(16:00 -  19:00) 

Thursday 26 -  Parent -  Teacher 

Consultations (16:00 -  19:00) 

Tuesday 31 -  Spring Concert (18:30) 

Thursday 2 -  Last Day of Term 4 

Friday 3 -  Friday 17 -  Easter and Early 

Summer Holiday 

Monday 20 -  First Day of Term 5 

Monday 4 -  National Holiday 

Tuesday 5 -  Sphinx Hindu Temple Visit 

Wednesday 6 -  Phoenix Hindu Temple Visit 

Thursday 7 -  Year 3 Leavesden Visit 

Thursday 7 -  Year 6 Activity Week Video 

Meeting Release 

Monday 11 -  Thursday 14 -  KS2 SATs Week 

More information about these events 

will appear nearer the time. 

 

Events and dates are subject to 

change 

Full Online Calendar 

2025/26 Term Dates 
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https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=561&type=pdf

