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Friday 5 December 2025

Term 2, Issue 6
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Dear Parents and Families,

The school has certainly been looking and sounding a lot like Christmas this
week, with our traditional decorations now up across the building! A special s
thank you to Mrs. Dolley for once again decorating our entrance hall e
Christmas tree so beautifully the children have absolutely loved admiring it
throughout the week. The children have also enjoyed posting their Christma{ ESESieE
cards and we would like to thank our Year 6 helpers who are giving up their S b4
lunchtimes to sort and deliver them. You are doing an exceptional job!

Rehearsals for all of our performances are now in full swing and those of you visiting school next
week are certainly in for a real treat. A big thank you to all of you at home for supporting your
child in learning any lines or songs they might be performing and also a very big thank you to the

W=
} across the school. This concluded today with many children wearing odd
5socks to celebrate individuality and remind us that we are all different and
_ may see things in different ways. Supporting children with their friendships is
. an important part of their learning journey, as these are skills they will need
~ throughout their lives. We recognise that friendships can be challenging for
some children at times, so if you ever have concerns, please do contact your

I ,\ i

which may look different for different children and may take time.

A reminder about Lost Property, which is once again growing! It is very important that all items
brought into school are clearly labelled including any kit for extracurricular clubs. | also
recommend showing your child where their name is labelled so they know exactly where to look if
something goes missing. We also receive many items purchased at the PTA secehdnd sale

please do take a moment to double check labels, as anything with the correct name will be
returned to your child.

Finally, please ensure you regularly log into your Arbor App to check that all
N information for your child is current and accurate. It is essential that each account
) has at least two emergency contacts so that we can reach you immediately should
the need arise.

| wish you all a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing many of you in school next week!

Viki



From Now

17 Buy your PTA 12 Days of Christmas Raffle tickets hesbadepta.sumupstore.com

Monday 8 December

1 Hippogriff Class Forest School

Tuesday 9 December

17 Pegasus Class Forest School
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1 Hydra Class Swimming Lesson (from 14:30)
7 Putting on a Show: EYFS (09:30)Please see page 4 for important information

7 Putting on a Show: Year 1 (14:00) Please see page 4 for important information

Wednesday 10 December

1 Griffin Class Forest School
1 Putting on a Show: Year 2 (09:30) Please see page 4 for important information

7 Putting on a Show: EYFS (14:00)Please see page 4 for important information

Thursday 11 December

7 Dragon Class Forest School
17 Year 4 Geography Field Trip Year 4 parents should refer to email sent on 28 November
7 Putting on a Show: Year 1 (09:30) Please see page 4 for important information

7 Putting on a Show: Year 2 (14:00) Please see page 4 for important information

Friday 12 November

1 CHRISTMAS DAY AT SLADEee page 7 for full details
T - see page 7)
7 Christmas Jumper Day (This is not a neminiform day, see page 7)

|l

This meal is free to all children on benefits related Free School Meals, those eligible for Pupil Premium
funding and all pupils in EYFS and Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2). The meal costs £2.60 to all other pupils
Key Stage 2 (Year-3%) which should be paid via the Meals account in your Arbor app or portal.

the school website



https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/
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WELCOME TO SLADE, IVAN

Year 3 Hippogriff Class on Monday for his first day with us and with
his new friends.

lvan has settled well into his new class and we hope that he has had a fun week.

successful relationship.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FIRST TWO WINNERS TA

So here it is Merry Christmas, and hopefully everyone is having fun; especially if you are
taking part in the PTA Raffle which returned this week.

So far Chris Lethbridge and Viki Garrett have won prizes when added together worth
nearly £100! Chris off to the football with match tickets for Tonbridge Angels and Viki a
Signature Lymphatic Facial Massage by Mind Body Synergy

prizes up for grabs!.

Join Chris and Viki on the winners podium, just one click and one pound awayslade School PTA

PUTTING ON A SHOW: IMPORTANT INFORMATION

We are looking forward to seeing those parents, carers and other relatives who have booked on to
watch the Christmas performances this year. The rehearsals sound polished already and the
children are eager to perform on the stage for you all!

A reminder to visitors that entry to the performances will be via the main playground gates, which
will be opened ten minutes before the scheduled start time of the show. This means that the gates
for morning performances will open at 09:20 and in the afternoon at 13:50. Visitors are asked to be
mindful of other road and pathway users- please do not cause a hazard by blocking the pathway
on the corner of Stafford Road and The Slade, or immediately outside of the gates themselves. We
respectfully ask that you do not smoke or vape whilst waiting in the queue either.

Miss Garrett will remind all audience members that any videos and photographs taken at the shows
that contain images of children other than their own are strictly for personal use only and should

not be shared via any device or be put on to social media. Any such material found online or
shared electronically will be a serious breach of GDPR and we will have to ask for it to be deleted or
removed.

You should only attend the performance that has been booked for and there should be no babies
or toddlers at the events as previously announced in the original booking email.

Please ensure that this information is shared with grandparents or other visitors that may not
have sight of our newsletter.

Thankyou so much for your support of the children as they put on a show this Christmas, we hope
you have a wonderful time!

Our EYFS Classes are performing The Nativity at 09:30 on Tuesday and 14.00 on Wednesday; Year 1
have a Christmas Song and Dance Spectacular to show at 14:00 on Tuesday and at 09:30 on


https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/

Calling Key Stage 2 children who enjoy writing and reading poetry Mrs Burnside has some exciting
news and opportunities for the many children at Slade who do!

The National Literacy Trust and National Poetry Centre have now opened applications for regional
Young Poet Laureates. This programme provides children with new opportunities to explore and
discover poetry in their schools and communities. The scheme will involve visiting local community
events to share poetry and working with professional writers and mentors to develop their poetry
skills.

We thought this would be the perfect opportunity to appoint our own Poetry Champion at Slade.
Anyone who applies for the Young Poet Laureate will automatically be considered for this new role.

The Slade Poetry Champion will help spread the joy of poetry throughout the school with their own
poetry, as well as poems by their favourite poets. To enter, children should write their very best poem.
They also need to write a short statement explaining why they would make a good young poet
laureate.

o0 Both poem and an accompanying statement must be typed on the same Word document.
o0 The supporting statement cannot exceed 200 words maximum.

o The poem cannot exceed 40 lines maximum.

o Poems must have not been produced by Al.
o Poems with joint authorship are not allowed.

o Once submitted, poems cannot be edited or
resubmitted.

When do you need to do it?

o Email your first draft entry to Mrs Burnside byFriday 5 January 2026 for her to check over.
sphinx@slade.kent.sch.uk

o Email your final draft (if Mrs Burnside has suggested any changes) by Monday 15th January 2026.
o Mrs Burnside will submit your entries online by 19 January 2026.
What happens next:

- Results of The Slade Poetry Champion will shared commencing 9th February. The champion will get
to work from Term 4.

- For the Young Poet Laureate, the shortlisted schools and young poets will be informed week
commencing 16 March 2026.

- Shortlisted schools and young poets will be publicly announced on the Young Poet Laureate website
week commencing 23 March 2026.

- Regional masterclasses and judging panels will be held between 20 April to 8 May 2026. Shortlisted
young poets must be available to attend a masterclass in their region.

Find out more here:Young Poet Laureate | National Literacy Trust



https://literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/young-writers/young-poet-laureate/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22913508476&gclid=CjwKCAiA3L_JBhAlEiwAlcWO5352fL_OPhjjpZhbYL3NI-iojpvPadgfZ_xJAcYJ8_coPYLNz65KNBoCRscQAvD_BwE
mailto:sphinx@slade.kent.sch.uk
https://literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/young-writers/young-poet-laureate/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22913508476&gclid=CjwKCAiA3L_JBhAlEiwAlcWO5352fL_OPhjjpZhbYL3NI-iojpvPadgfZ_xJAcYJ8_coPYLNz65KNBoCRscQAvD_BwE
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WINTER READING CHALLENGE 2025/26

The Winter Mini Challenge has returned for 2025, encouraging children to keep up their reading

habits over the winter holidays

Running from 1 December 2025 to 20 February 2026,taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is

simple. Children read at least three books of their choice between 1 December and 20 February and
website. Reaching their

reading goal will unlock online badges and a certificate for them to download, print off and keep

when they have finished.

THE
II!IAI!IIH-E- Winter Mini Challenge

Story
"Gurden

Join in with this year’s
Winter Mini Challenge!

A fun free Challenge that encourages

children to keep up their reading from
1 December to 20 February 2026.

It's free to take part online, where children can
unlock special digital rewards and earn a printable
certificate once they meet their reading goal!

Kent Libraries

For more information, speak to your local library team,
scan the QR code or head to wintermini.org.uk

00@0

kent.gov.uk/libraries

CUSTOMER
EXCELLEMICE
*2]0
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http://www.wintermini.org.uk/
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COOKING FOR CHRISTMAS

team in the kitchen led by Kirsty will be serving a festive treat as part of the fun of the day which

g

GRS o,

ROAST TURKEY
MELTY MUSHROOM PUFF {1,9}
PIGS IN BLANKETS
STUFFING {1}
ROAST POTATOES
SEASONAL VEGETABLES
GRAVY

CHOCOLATE CAKE {1,7,9} OR CHRISTMAS PUDDING {1}

Ernma®s Kitchen

Loaking With Love

FESTIVE COOKIE {1}

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

Please note that Christmas Jumper Day is not a Nen
Uniform Day.

Children are invited to wear a Christmas jumper over
their normal school shirt, trousers and/or dress or skirt.

The one exception to this is for any child who wishes to
wear a Christmas dress, this would mean that they
would not need a school dress or shirt as well.

Thankyou to everyone who has donated presents for sale at the

cover the cost of the number of presents they are buying (a family of 4
would therefore need £2.)




In Our Community
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| refreshments,
M activities and meet

8 live characters!
"8 Suitable for all ages

SOUPER WEEK IN YEAR 5

aday 1.30-4.30pm
24 St Peter & St Paul
December | TN9 1DA

Drop in anytime for
refreshments, crafts,

donkey rides,
petting animals and
an indoor live
nativity
(2.30pm & 4pm)

www.tonbridgepgrishchurch.or

Earlier this week, Miss Hall and Mr Duffin took their classes to Tonbridge School where they were able

to take advantage of the facilities in their food department as they made vegetable soup. They were

taught by one of the teachers at Tonbridge which included preparing the kitchen, choosing the

vegetables, chopping and cooking- before the best bit of tasting.

With the cold weather now set for a few months at least, why not try some soup making at home!

Thankyou to everyone at Tonbridge School for the hospitality and for allowing us to use your facilities



SPORTS GALLERY

In the last couple of weeks, Slade have been busy in the local area, taking

part in sports competitions and festivals, including climbing , bowling and
basketball.

Unfortunately, we were unable to take part in an exciting Physical Literacy
competition on Wednesday, due to the event being cancelled as a result o
the now infamous and ongoing water supply problems in Tunbridge Wells.. 2

Congratulations to all of our teams for representing Slade so positively out and about across West
Kent with special mention to Marnie who received a medal for bowling the most Strikes throughout
the event!

ECB Chance to Shine Primary School of the Year 2025



FRIENDSHIP WEEK: THE POWER OF GOOD

they have learnt about being good friends as well as taking a look at what to do if someone is being
bullied. They also had the chance to read our brand new childriendly safeguarding policy

Around Schoo

amongst plenty of other activities put together by Mrs Potter.

healthy, safe and happy.

;'—U. Each child will now have a clear understanding that bullying is the repetitive, intentional hurting of

c one person or group by another person or group, where the relationship involves an imbalance of

5 power. Importantly, they also know that this applies both face to face or online. The teachers have
,9> also explained how to report anything they see in school.

)

© p= = Need to talk?

(;_)U z@ﬁs %% Stephenshe the mai rsponciiity o maingsue chidken i ot schoo e

If you need to talk - they will listen. You can talk to any adult within the school,
but there are some staff who help Mrs Stephens to make sure we are safe and
well cared for.

8

Our new child- friendly

ooy

BEST TEAM HAPPY

safeguarding policy was

launched this week and is

Mrs Stephens
available on the school website, Slade School The Deputy Safeguarding Leads are
shown here for parents and Key Stage 2 Safeguarding Policy ﬁ 3 & @
Miss Garrett Mr Duffin Mrs Wilmshurst Mrs Shafer

carers to kn ow What the (Child friendly version of Safeguarding Policy)
_ ) What is Safeguarding about?
C h I Id re n h ave bee n Iearn I n g All of the adults around us think that our health, safety and welfare are very @ @ a '
important. In our school, we respect everyone and help to protect their rights. U

H H H We do our best to help everybody make good progress in their education. We
ab O Ut d U rl n g F r I e n dS h I p Wee k e are taught how to recognise risks in different situations and how to protect Miss Laker Mrs Barber Miss Jago Mrs Greehy

ourselves and stay safe.

All of the adults in school do their best to provide a safe environment for us to
How will we try to protect each other? learn in.

The adults try to provide a safe enviranment for us to learn in. We want to help
to ensure that children remain safe, at home, school and everywhere in
between. We think it is important for all children to know where to get help if
they are worried or unhappy about something.

Rounding off our Friendship Week, today has been

We have used the day to appreciate how important
it is to celebrate our individuality and to celebrate
the things that make us unique.

Power For Good is the official song for Odd Socks Day and ArBullying Week. For more
information on Odd Socks Day and AntiBullying Week please visitAnti Bullying Allianceand catch

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode...



https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbVA4cEdETnpJdHM4RWtuZVhqT2hXRklwTXZOd3xBQ3Jtc0tsdDJTS0F2dXdWcTdaTE1VOEpCYzRTZ3BHVm9wLURvTFUwNWVwellvVk80SVAyUDNKRS04RHZmR2ZsMzBoMUtaOHljMDZhV29WSTdWOFRHVl9sOGV0Ym12aEhJSTAtVzMzcmdOSW

