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Dear Parents and Families,

And just like that, the end of term has arrived!

It has been a lovely final week at school, with the children continuing their learning alongside a
calendar full of festive events that have truly brought the Christmas spirit into school.

Church. It was a magical evening, with a full programme showcasing children from Yearsa2at
their very best. Whether singing in one of the choirs, playing a musical instrument, performing a
solo or entertaining us with their musical theatre skills, there really was something for everyone.
We were also delighted to enjoy the debut performance of our new Slade Orchestra, which was a
real highlight and left many of us feeling extremely festive.

A special thank you goes to our Year 6 hosts for the evening: Drew, ABaari and Ted as well as
our Year 6 readers, who all did a wonderful job. As | shared at the service, we are incredibly
fortunate to have so many dedicated members of staff who generously give their time to lead
these groups and provide such rich opportunities for the children. Thank you to Miss Taylor for
organising the event this year and to Mrs Stephens, Mrs Ball, Mrs Martin and Mrs Luffingham for
all that they do.

Staying with staff, | would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every member of the
Slade team for their continued hard work and commitment. | feel extremely lucky to work

heart of everything they do. Staff development is just as important as pupil development and | am
delighted to share the success of two colleagues. Mr Duffin has successfully completed his
National Professional Qualification for Senior Leadership (NPQSL) and Mrs Knee has achieved her
Level 6 British Sign Language qualification. Congratulations to them both on these fantastic
achievements.

The festive celebrations continued later in the week, with our Key Stage 2 choir performing at
Bourne Lodge on Wednesday before travelling even further afield on Thursday to sing in front of
the Christmas Tree in Trafalgar Square. This is always such a memorable experience for the
children involved and we are very grateful to those of you who came along to support us. A
special thank you to Mrs Stephens, who wears many hats in school, for continuing to lead the
choir and enabling the children to take part in these wonderful opportunities.

And so, we come to the final newsletter of 2025 and what a year it has been. Thank you all for
your continued support and kindness. | hope you and your families enjoy a restful and happy
Christmas together and | look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday 6th
January.

Merry Christmas,

Viki



Monday 22 December 2025 - Monday 5 January 2026 (Inclusive)

7 Christmas and New Year Holiday
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Monday 5 January

1 INSET Staff Training Day School Closed to all Pupils

Tuesday 6 January

1 First Day of Term 3

17 Hydra Class Swimming

Wednesday 7 January

¢ Gruffalo Class Forest School

Thursday 8 January

17 Pixie Class Forest School

Friday 9 January

¢ EIf Class Forest School

Looking Further Ahead?

the school website



https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1

®)
S
L
O
N
@)
-
>
®)
-
<
'
-
-
-
@)
I_>
)
©
Is
N

Joverryy @ | | | N
Everyone at Slade would like to wish all of our children, their families

and friends a very merry Christmas and happy New Year Holiday.
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We hope you all have a peaceful and healthy time whatever you
are up to and wherever you are; locally or further afield with our
best wishes extended to a happy, fun and successful 2026.

We look forward to seeing everybody back at Slade for the
beginning of Term 3 on Tuesday 6 January.

Your Yeargroup Newsletters dropped into inboxes this week at the new normal time of just before
the start of the next term rather than into the term. We know you will find this change a useful way
of introducing your child to their new topics in advance of them beginning their learning and to

know the dates to remember before they happen! Any questions about the content of these
newsletters should be sent via email to the class email address for the speediest and most accurate

reply.

THE ROMANS ARE COMING

One of the highlights of the six weeks of Term 3 is the Year 3 Roman Day which takes place on
Monday 2 February.

Parents in Pegasus and Hippogriff Classes are reminded that, where they have not already, they
should return the Snazzaroo Face Make Up form indicating if facepaint can be used or not on the
day. We are awaiting 10 forms to be completed and sent back. Please advise if you would like
another copy sent to you if the original has been lost, or please refer to the email sent on 17
November.

PAYMENT REMINDERS

A quick polite reminder that the following trips and visits will be at their payment deadline early in the
new year:

EYFS Educational Visit to Godstone Farm: Payment 1 (£9.00) due by 11 January

Year 4 Educational Visit to Maidstone Museum: Payment 1 (£8.00) due by 11 January

Year 1 Educational Visit to Assembly Halls, Tunbridge Wells: Payment 1 (£7.00) due by 11 January
Year 3 In School Roman Day: Final Payment (£7.00) due by 18 January

Year 3 Educational Visit to Warner Bros, Leavesden: Payment 1 (£10.00) due by 18 January
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Business Manager Jill Westwood and our Finance Officer Yanina Dunton thank y
for your payments and consent which mean that we are able to continue offering
these opportunities to the children throughout the school year.




ACTIVITY CLUBS IN TERM 3

We have been disappointed to hear that a number of the independent after school activity clubs

have not run their sessions this week and apologise for any confusion that the missed weeks may
have caused. Business Manager Jill Westwood and Activity Clubs-Gadinator Wendy Ball have

made sure that all providers have access to run their clubs each week of every term except on days
such as ParentTeacher Consultation evenings where the space is being used. Parents are reminded
that independent activity clubs should communicate clearly with you about the dates that their clubs
run well in advance and that questions about these dates should be made directly to the provider.

We will keep you updated through the newsletter and via email about school run activity clubs that
are not running for any reason. Next term the following school run clubs will not run from the
normal schedule due to staff unavailability:

Key Stage 2 Learn Netball: Wednesday 7 January

Year 2 Multi Skills Club: Thursday 22 January

Year 4,5 and 6 Morning Sports Club: Friday 23 January
Year 4,5 and 6 Morning Sports Club: Friday 13 February
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We apologise for the inconvenience caused by these cancellations.

YEAR 6 BIKEABILITY

Thankyou to all of the Year 6 parents who have signed up through the KCC
and 2 programme.

In total 41 pupils have their places confirmed. The Kent Safer Journeys Team hav
let us know that the Bikeability course at Slade will take place in February and Matr
- Mrs Worley and Mrs Fordyce are putting the groups together over the holiday
and we will be in a position to share the exact dates that each child will be taking
part in Stage 1 and 2. These details will be shared with those parents in the first
week of Term 3.

CLASS PARTIES

Every class across the school has continued their learning throughout this last week of term, which

holiday party on Wednesday afternoon where they donned their party clothes and enjoyed some
games and Christmas music.

Thankyou to the PTA for their support in purchasing the penguin bars and crisps eaten at the party!

» T
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?

This week, our fourteen classes have continued their super learning into an eighth week, the
teachers invited the newsletter to visit their classrooms to see what was going on.

2 Our EYFS Classes were role playing using their Nativity scene; they
¢l recreated the story using the correct figures and spoke out the
words to make a play.

Elsewhere on our visit, we a cake was made for us using items from
= the Home Corner- the children explained what they needed to do
using great and appropriate technical language related to cooking.

Year 1 were busy reading with their class teacher, which
included showing good understanding of the story and the g
characters in their books, whilst others were using words ‘"
around the classroom to create a story, which they then
read out to their partner.

g Year 2 have been learning about nouns and adjectives. They
~ il had a picture which they then described using excellent

& N their writing, what a noun was, and the same for the
descriptive adjectives. They also made sure that they used
capital letters and full stops in the correct places and began to

In Year 3, Hippogriff and Pegasus Classes were taking part in a Design and Technology project,
that combined their design skills with maths knowledge to make a lovely winter street scene. The
children used nets which they carefully cut to make the shape of houses of different shapes and
sizes, for the street scene. It was a project that used a lot of inter related skills. The teachers were
very proud of the final results!

Year 4 continued their analysis from their visit to the park that we feature @ss
last week- they used bar charts to show their counting exercises to see £ ‘
how many people were using the park, and what they were doing there. &= ,‘
The children had to use more complex methods of analysis to breakdow \’ ‘J ‘Q
their findings from interviewing members of the public. % .

Also this week and related to their ongoing topic of the
rainforests, the children have written to the President
of Brazil and his Environment Minister to try to
persuade them to ban anymore cutting down of
rainforests in Brazil, including the Amazon.
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favourite song of the moment: The Twelve Days of
Christmas. They were busy working out how many
presents are actually mentioned in the song, counting
up through the verses (if you think of there being 12

do!) The children had to work out the most efficient
and accurate way of counting them all up! They used
maths and problem solving skills as well as working

independently and with partners.

each other maths problems. They had to think of th .
structure of the question, and the answer as well as
the best way to show the working out. They then
challenged their partner to tackle the question!




=
=
=
=
=
O
O
=
O
S

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

Thankyou to everyone who came along to our festive concert on Monday evening hosted at the
parish church of St Peter and St Paul.

The evening is a chance for our musicians and choir members to perform traditional Christmas
music and song and was a lovely start to the final week of term.

The concert featured solo singing from Jiwon, Sophia, Charlie and Lan, classical pieces and carols
performed by our new orchestra and both our younger and older choirs and a special rendition of

their talent to three carols; well done to Anna, Zachary and Heid..

Miss Garrett was assisted in presentation by Teddy, Drew and Aiaari with readings from Alisha,
Marley, Yao and Jack.

A superb evening, with thanks to Alyson Bleakley and the team at Tonbridge Parish Churches, Abi
Taylor for organising the event and to the PTA for serving refreshments.

CHOIR IN THE COMMUNITY

On Wednesday morning, the Key Stage 2 Choir were thrilled
to be invited to sing for the residents of our newest
neighbours at Bourne Lodge Retirement Home in Annison
Street.

The choir sang Christmas tunes to the delight of the
residents, most of who are new to the area and who enjoyed
their visit from Slade. Our thanks to the management and
residents of Bourne Lodge for their hospitality.



