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Dear Parents and Families,

Welcome back to Term 3. | hope you all had a lovely Christmas and New Year, with plenty of time
to spend with your families and loved ones, whether enjoying the festivities or simply having time
to rest and recharge.

As Mr Laws mentioned in one of his daily updates this week, although we are now in the Spring
Term, we are very much still experiencing winter conditions. The wintry weather certainly made its
presence felt this week, with much excitement at Tuesday lunchtime when a small amount of
snow fell! A big thank you to the staff team who supported before school each morning, helping

to clear the playground and walkways so that children could enter the building safely and later in
the day ensuring areas were cleared further so pupils could enjoy some time outdoors.

Despite the weather, it has been very much business as usual in school. It has been lovely to see
the children settling back in so well, reconnecting with their friends and sharing their holiday news
as we start the new term. This week | had the pleasure of spending time with Phoenix Class as |
begin visiting each class again to read them a story. Our focus this term is on stories linked to
breathing and mindfulness. We had great fun exploring yoga poses and | even introduced the

struggle to get to sleep! We all felt wonderfully relaxed by the end including Miss Maple! | am
very much looking forward to visiting the rest of the classes over the coming weeks.

We were also delighted to welcome Joe Brennan to Slade this week. Joe is currently training to be
a teacher and is completing his second placement with EIf Class. Thank you to Mrs Hitchcock and
the children for making Joe feel so welcome and we hope he really enjoys his time with us.

There was no Celebration Assembly this week so instead, Mrs Stephens used the assembly slots to
speak to the children about the next phase of how we are developing lunchtimes. This work aims

to further improve playtime opportunities and make lunchtimes even more exciting for the

children. A big thank you to our parent community for your generous donations towards

resources and to our PTA for agreeing to allocate some of the funds raised to help us get this
project started. Watch this space as we will be sharing more updates in future newsletters!

Autumn Term. This was a valuable opportunity for us to hear your views on what is working well
and what could be even better. It was heartening to read so many positive comments about the
school and reassuring to know that many of your suggestions already form part of the short and
long term priorities for the School Leadership Team and Governing Body.

much. | look forward to seeing you on the gate next week for the first full week of Term 3.

Warm regards,
Viki
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I8l Tuesday 13 January
%) 7 Hydra Class Swimming Lesson

Wednesday 14 January

¢ Elmer Class Forest School

Thursday 15 January

1 Sprite Class Forest School
17 Wyvern Class Swimming Lesson

17 Deadline for applications to be made for primary school places starting EYFS Reception Year in
September 2026. For more informationkent.gov.uk- Primary School Places

Friday 16 January

¢ Gnome Class Forest School

Looking Further Ahead?

the school website



https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/primary-school-places
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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WELCOME BACK FOR TERM 3

Everyone at Slade hopes that you had a
wonderful time over the recent Christmas and
New Year holiday- it has been lovely seeing theg
children back in school this week following the
two week break.

Term 3 is, the children will be pleased to know, a lot shorter than the opening two terms and runs
for 29 days of which there are 25 days (5 weeks) left. The last day of Term 3 is Friday 13 February.

During the term Hydra and Wyvern Classes continue their swimming lessons on Tuesday and

swimming lessons continue until the first week of Term 4 as they are a couple of weeks behind on
the timetable.

PHOENIX CLASS SWIMMING

Still in the pool and parents and carers of children in Phoenix Class in Year 4 (Miss Taylor and Miss
Maple) are reminded that your batch of 8 swimming lessons begin at the end of Term 3, on Tuesday
10 February.

Consent and payment for these lessons is required. Both can be made via your Arbor account:
Login and choose Clubs and then Phoenix Class Swimming. The cost of the eight lessons is £25

(£3.12/lesson).

We are unable to take children to these lessons without consent being granted via the Arbor
account. The deadline for this to be given is 9 February.

ADMINISTERING MEDICATION

administering of medication during school time where necessary.

A reminder that If your child has regular, planned doses of
paracetamol or other over the counter painkillers or is prescribed
medication such as antibiotics by your GP or Hospital Doctor
which need to be taken during school hours, please complete the
o form available on our website and below for ease:

NOC 0143-9887-01 j

Amoxicillin
For Oral Suspension, USP
Dye free |

400 mg / 5 mL*

100 recorstnsed)
mL gehen o

Administration of Medication at School

Parents should be aware that they are responsible for collecting the used bottle and packaging once
the medication is finished.



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=KYD-O4rtz0m47TuDL8aBov8CyGViH9NFlnjtLW2ZevpUNlJaS0NNRE1ESFk5TFlVRU0xNlNCT01MMC4u&route=shorturl
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HELPING IN OUR LIBRARY

To continue to be able to provide the opportunity for children to visit the library, we ask if any
parents are able to volunteer an hour a week at a lunchtime.

During the lunchtime, you will be helping keep the library tidy and ready to use, help children find a
book that they are looking for and manage the logging out of books.

The children who visit the library are always very pleased to see our regular volunteers Jessica and
Charis and are thankful to them for providing support which allows the library to open.

If you would like to offer an hour a week, please contact Hannah Mills viaffice@slade.kent.sch.uk

and we will be back in touch with more details.

RECYCLING THE CHRISTMAS TREE?

4:‘ q‘" Tina Hall and all of the users of our Forest School

--a_ . would like to say that if you have had a real

__ Christmas tree over the festive period and are
now looking to dispose of it, we could very much
use it as part of the maintenance and activity
ideas for Forest School sessions.

The trees are used to lay on the ground to soak
up the damp from the rain and ice with the larger
branches and ferns used by the children as part of
den building or other activities.

If you have a tree that you would be happy to
throw our way please just drop them off either by
the Hawden Road Gate where thay are collected
each morning, or by the school office where we
oo will be able to transport them to the correct place


mailto:office@slade.kent.sch.uk

WINTER WEATHER

This week has brought with it the first severe weather of the winter with many areas of the country
including the South East experiencing a period of days where the temperatures are remaining below
freezing. This weather pattern can also mean heavy snowfall and the ice that we have seen around
Tonbridge this week..

We recognize that it is important for our school to remain open so that parents can continue to work
and pupils can continue to learn; Slade Primary School is committed to make every effort to remain
open to all pupils and to meet this aim we have robust risk assessments in place which include
gritting the main walkways around school and clearing access points each day adverse weather is
present.

However in unavoidable circumstances we may be forced to close. Unavoidable circumstances
include those where it is no longer safe for staff or pupils to be on site or where conditions prevent
staff from safely travelling to and from work. The decision to close the school is made by the
Headteacher, Miss Garrett. This decision is not taken lightly and is made with the safety of our
children and staff as priority. In the event that the site must close in these circumstances, parents will
be notified by email and SMS. Details will also appear on the Kent Closures Website:

Kent Closures Kent County Council

You can register to receive free updates from the Kent Closures website here:
Kent Closures Kent County Council

You can help us in the following ways:

7 Making sure that your contact details are correct on your Arbor account. There should be at
least two emergency contacts per child.

7 Ensure that students wear suitable, warm clothing gloves, hats, scarves, wellies or even a
change of clothing if needed

1 If you are a working parent or carer or may have difficulty with an early pick up, please have a
backup plan with another family member or parent or carer

1 Please be mindful that we may notify parents with less than 24 hours notice that the kitchen is
unable to to provide school dinners due to delivery issues. If this is the case we would ask for a
packed lunch to be provided

It has been a team effort to keep the site safe for the children this week, with regular gritting
happening on the playground to enable break and lunchtimes to continue outside thankyou to
everyone who has assisted in making the area ice and slip free.

The latest forecast from The Met Office shows a warming of temperatures next week, but please
remain mindful of the Winter Weather plan on this page as we head through the rest of this month
and through February which has seen plenty of snowfall over the years.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Keep up-to- date with the Met Office app or through their website:
Weather and climate change- Met Office



https://kentclosures.co.uk/
https://kentclosures.co.uk/#tab-1
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
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b |our recent Parent Survey. Thankyou to everyone who took their time to share their views.
m ® Elmer 6 I
‘Q\| ® Gufdo 7 ——
O @ Pixie 9 [ 2. Please share how long you have been a part of the Slade community
o\ o ¢ —
® Gnome 7 I @ | am new to the school this year 12 |
> St . —— ® 01 yers ) ——
m @® Pegasus 7 ® 1-2years 2 [ ]
|
> @ Hippogriff 3 ® 2-3years 7 1
| — .
< ® Phomix - ® 3-4years 8 I
| ® 4-Syears 10 I
3 @® Sphinx 4
 — ® 5-6years 6 ]
m ® Wysem s @ 6-7years 3  —
® Hydra ! @ 7+ years 9
S E—— w ]
® Griffin 3
C 0 5 10 15
m ® Dragon 4 .
| —
| -
CG 0 5 10 15
3. My child enjoys school 5. My child is making good progress at school from their individual starting point
Level 5 GG 34 Level 5 I 30
4 36 Level 4 N 15 4.31 Level 4 I 22
Average Rating Level 3 I 7 Average Rating Level 3 N 7
'TEXRE X i w 006006 Level 2 [ 2
- evel £
Level 1
Level1 @1
6. The school makes sure that my child is prepared for the future socially, academically and emotionally
4. The school keeps my child safe
Level 5 I 23
Level 5 I 35 412 S RR——
Average Rating Level 3 N 12
4 57 Level 4 GG 20 .
- [ N N N NO Level 2 W 2
Average Rating Level3 I 3
. . . . ‘:' Level 2 e

Level 1

7. The school is effectively led and managed by the Senior Leadership Team and Governors

4 36 Level 4 I 22
Avera:ge Rating Level 3 NN 5
29006 Level 2 1 2
evel

8.1 am happy with my child's experience at Slade Primary School

Level 5 I 33
4 23 Level 4 G 15
-
Average Rating Level 2 N &

. . '. . ﬁj‘ Level2 N 4

Level 1
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What do you like about Slade?

Community feel and
being ‘met where they are’.

The diversity and
how children
are always at the
heart of everything.

| like the kindness and
dedication of the staff
as well as the
importance of BSL
across the school.

Seeing them thrive
with their learning
and being excited
to learn more

They go in happy and
leave happy.

The school has a lovely
community feel.
Everyone there, staff and
pupils alike, seem genuinely
happy to be there.

The new knowledge
he comes home
with.

Quality of the teaching, the
responsiveness of the school when
quearies or issues are raised, the
visability of the Head Teacher /
teachers at drop off and pick up.

‘The choirs which my child
is involved in, has given
her a sense of achievement
and belonging.

The nurturing and
community
led ethos.

My daughter

never wants a
day off school.

We've seen notable
improvements over the years
in terms of the

communication from the
school - the morning emails
are always very helpfull



