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Dear Parents and Families, 

We had a wonderful start to the penultimate week of Term 3 on Monday, when Year 3 

transformed into Romans to immerse themselves in their History learning for this term. The 

- on experience 

as they embraced their inner Roman! 

 

Also on Monday, we welcomed members of our PTA into school for the termly meeting. It was 

lovely to see so many of you in attendance (the highest turnout for some time, I believe!) as well 

as lots of new faces. The meeting provided a great opportunity to hear updates about how the 

funds you so kindly raise are spent to support the school, helping to keep costs down for 

everyone (for example through subsidising school trips) as well as to begin discussions about 

some exciting larger projects we hope will bring our whole community together. I cannot express 

enough how grateful we are to the PTA and to everyone involved; the money raised truly makes a 

difference and enables us to offer the best possible experiences for our children. 

 

On Tuesday, Miss Laker (Teacher of the Deaf) and Mrs Barber (Inclusion Leader) welcomed Zerina 

Slade (SEND Inclusion Adviser) and Sue Holder (Hearing Impairment Coordinator for West and 

North Kent) from KCC into school to carry out our annual Specialist Resource Provision (SRP) 

monitoring visit.  It was an extremely positive meeting, celebrating the high- quality support we 

provide for pupils with a Hearing Impairment and the wider impact of our SRP on the whole 

school community. These benefits are clear to see every day in how inclusive our children are and 

how confidently they embrace British Sign Language across the school.   

 

I can hardly believe how quickly this term has gone and next week we will be sending out the 

Term 4 year group newsletters so you can explore with your children what their learning journey 

will look like next term. Next week also includes the annual Online Safety Day on Tuesday. Mrs 

Choices  

supporting some of the younger children during parts of the day to help promote safe online 

behaviours and to complement the regular online safety learning taught throughout the year for 

all year groups.  

 

I am also pleased to share that we have now received planning permission for our new building! 

Once the initial pre- site meetings have taken place early next term and plans are confirmed, I will 

update all parents on the implications while the building work is underway later this academic 

year. This development comes at a particularly exciting time as it is ten years this week since 

seems possible how quickly the time has flown by. Please do read on, as Mr Laws has kindly 

written a spotlight piece on Deacon House, including some wonderful archive photographs from 

ten years ago! 

 

Finally, I look forward to seeing those of you attending the KS2 disco this evening and thank you 

to everyone who has given up their time to support the event which I know our older children are 

very excited about! If I do not see you, I wish you all a lovely weekend and look forward to 

welcoming everyone back next week for the final week of Term 3. 

 

Viki 
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¶ 13:30 -  Hearing Impaired Provision Toddler Group 

 

Tuesday 10 February                

¶ Online Safety Day. (See Page 8) 

¶ Phoenix Class Swimming.  This is the first session -  please make sure you have given consent 

and paid via your Arbor account 

¶ Tonbridge Angels v. Maidenhead United (19:45 kick- off) 

Tickets & Admission 2025/26  TAFC  

Wednesday 11 February       

¶ Green Rangers Forest School Working Party 

¶ Term 4 Newsletters to be sent to parents 

¶ Mizen Foundation visit to Year 5 Pupils 

 

Thursday 12 February       

¶ Pixie Class Forest School   

¶ Wyvern Class Swimming Lesson 

Friday 13 February               

¶ Elf Class Forest School  

¶ Year 3 and 4 Sportshall Athletics (Tunbridge Wells Sports Centre) -  Details known to participants 

¶ PTA Valentines Smarties Day.  Please see communication next week about this annual event 

¶ Last Day of Term 3 

Looking Further Ahead?           

 

the school website. 

Monday 16 February - Friday 19 February       

¶ February Break -  School closed to all pupils 

 

https://tonbridgeangels.co.uk/admission/
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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TERM 4 ACTIVITY CLUBS 

We are pleased to have shared this week, the timetable for our range of extra curricular before, 

during and after school activity clubs that will be available in Term 4. 

 

The timetable can be found on the school website following this link: 

 

Clubs and Activities Term 4 

 

A reminder that all bookings and payments for independent activity clubs should be made directly 

with the organiser using the contact details on the timetable.  Any queries or comments about these 

clubs should be directed to them directly in the first instance.  The organisers of the independent 

activity clubs are responsible for notifying parents about any late or unplanned cancellations. 

 

Activity clubs run by members of staff at Slade (including those during lunchtimes) should be 

booked using your Arbor account.  The booking window for securing spaces on these school run 

activity clubs opened last night as promised in our earlier email.  The school will endeavour to run 

these clubs each week, other than the dates listed below.  In the unlikely event of a cancellation, we 

will notify parents as soon as possible via email and SMS. 

 

There are a few dates where we can inform families in advance that clubs will not be running.  Please 

make a note of these dates if you have enrolled onto an activity club for Term 4: 

 

Key Stage 2 Wednesday Morning Cricket with Mrs Ball:  

Wednesday 25 February and Wednesday 25 March -  This is due to staff unavailability 

  

Year 4,5 and 6 Wednesday Morning Sports Club with Mrs Ball:  

Friday 13 March -  This is due to staff unavailability 

 

In addition to these planned cancellations there are also no after school activity clubs on 

Tuesday 24 March and Thursday 26 March. 

This is due to Parent - Teacher Consultations happening on those days.  Club providers are aware 

and should not take bookings or payments for these dates.  The clubs that are affected by this are: 

 

Tuesday 24 March         Thursday 26 March 

DanceMode Street Dance        Year 3 and 4 Tonbridge Angels Football 

Gary Marshall Cricket        Little Sewing School Sewing 

Little Sewing School Sewing       Key Stage 2 Drama and Musical Theatre 

             French- tastique French 

 

We thankyou for your continued use of our range of activity clubs at Slade. 

 

YETIʇS BOOKING WINDOW OPENS THIS WEEKEND 

operate every afternoon of the school term. 

 

opens at 19:00 on Sunday evening, 8 February.  Just visit Arbor and book via the 

link to Clubs.  You must first have enough credit in the Wraparound part of your 

account to successfully book. 

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=625&type=pdf
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HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY, DEACON HOUSE 

Yesterday, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the official opening of the newest building at Slade: 

Deacon House.  It was an appropriate birthday to celebrate as the building is now the same age as the 

 

We have been finding a little bit more about the history of Deacon House from those who were here 10 

years ago. 

remember the building before it was converted; it was run down and derelict for many years but in its 

interesting past had a number of different uses including being a vehicle garage on the ground floor as 

well as being an industrial unit which in a time we remember also being a Jewellery shop and workshop.  

There were offices above, possibly belonging to the National Farmers Union, certainly it had been used 

 

The building was always called Deacon House although it is unclear why; Kent County Council and the 

school adopted this name once it became ours.  Ray remembered that construction was not plain sailing, 

down!  This prompted a full review of the structure which in turn resulted in a brand new building!  The 

walls were taken down and all that remained was the iron framing.  New walls were built, windows added 

and modern air flow systems inserted, wiring put in and the new Deacon House was born! 

The new building fitted in with new look The Slade from the roadside and was designed to mirror 

neighbouring Hildenbrook House as the road widens out into the Swimming Pool parking area and the 

park beyond. 

A few of our teaching team were at Slade at the time of the opening of Deacon House, remembering the 

- form 

primary school and the building next door seemed like an obvious solution to where we put the required 

classrooms.  Mrs Resch definitely thought so as she long campaigned for the school to be able to take on 

Deacon House and she was very active in the planning and eventual opening.  It was fitting that Mrs 

Resch was still headteacher when the building was in use, and remains a legacy she left when handing on 

the reigns to Mrs Slade.  Before we acquired Deacon House the boundary continued straight along where 

the brown fence is now dividing our two car parks.  In front of that fence at the end of the playground 

and in front of what is now the bridge to Deacon House was a semi permanent portakabin classroom 

which was used by our mixed Year 5 and 6 although it was a bit past its time when it was removed, so we 

 

The opening was attended by Headteacher Viv Resch and the Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling alongside 

the Chair of Governors, Brett Egan.  It was Mr Egan who cut the ribbon to cheers from the assembled 

crowd which included all of the children and staff at Slade with their special guests from the KCC 

planning, construction and education departments including Nick Abrahams  (now Assistant Director of 

Education at the local authority) and Jared Nehra who has since become Director of Education at Bromley 

Council. 

Parents were kept up- to- date throughout the process and had a guided tour of the new facilities which 

include the Small Hall which is kitted out as a dance studio and is used extensively each day for multiple 

expansion; we all thought it was a lovely building which will enhance Slade a lot, although I remember a 

lot of worry amongst the parents at the time about the school growing with extra children and staff and 

how that would change the feel of Slade in a negative way.  We had no need to worry though as Slade is 
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HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY, DEACON HOUSE 

 

In the leadup to the opening of Deacon House on Friday 5 

February 2016, the children from every class had been 

tasked by the builders to put together a time capsule so that 

their time at Slade could be held in memory for ever.  The 

Class which in a nice coincidence is taught currently by Mrs 

Fordyce who was used to using that old rotting portacabin 

that the new building replaced! 

 

 

The site plan pre Deacon House 

 

Reuben and Max wonder what is    

hidden behind the wall! 

Where Deacon 

House is now 

The old Year 5/6 

portable classroom 

The old boundary 

fence 

Left: 

The pupils and staff at Slade celebrate the 

opening of Deacon House on Friday 5 

February 2016.   

Can you spot what is missing in front of the 

building that was erected later on in 2016? 

An extra point for anyone who can name 

the figure just poking around the corner on 

the left hand side of the picture? 

Brett Egan cuts the ribbon to 

officially open Deacon House 

And the plaque that allows us to 

remember the occasion 

Design Award Winner! 

 

Below and our cover photo this week: 

Brett Egan, Mayor Owen Baldock and 

Headteacher Viv Resch on opening day 
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SEMPER DISCENS 

On Monday, we were thrilled to welcome Tim and Corrine from Living 

History Workshops back to Slade as they presented their revamped 

Roman Day for our Year 3 children. 

The day began with introductions to the team, to the activities during the 

day and also to the Roman era across Europe and in particular in Britain. 

 

Tim and Corrine described the role of the Roman Army, Roman Religion, their money and some of 

the food they ate at that time.  The children brought with them their knowledge from thie history 

lessons and were able to describe a little bit what it was like to be living in Britain as a Celt at the 

time of the Roman invasion in 43AD and though the 400 years of Roman rule; how people adapted 

and lived the Roman life in that period. 

 

There was a carousel of activities for the children of Pegasus and Hippogriff Classes to try.    

They played and enjoyed the Roman/Greek game of Five 

Lines and learnt that archaeologists knew that the game had 

been played extensively across Roman Britain as they had 

found the boards carved into paving slabs in places that we 

know were Roman towns and cities such as Canterbury here 

in Kent, Bath in the Westcountry and Chester in the North 

West.. 

You can play the game at home, see how here: Five Lines 

and Five Lines Activities.  

 

Year 3 also had the chance to become archaeologists when they went hunting for 

Roman coins.  Tim and Corrine had brought with them some real coins from the 

Roman era (so nearly and around 2000 years old!) and also some fake ones.  The 

children had to decide if they were real or fake. 

The Romans asked the Gods for revenge on thieves and 

enemies by engraving a message onto thin metal, then 

throwing the message into natural springs, wells or rivers. Again, these 

messages have been found by archaeologists, so the children knew that they 

were really immersing themselves in Roman life.  They took time to think 

carefully about what curse they would wish for (fortunately, they did not have 

enemies to wish this bad luck on!) before they chose the most suitable God to 

wish the curse from.  Find out more about Roman Curses and the different 

Roman Gods here: Roman Curses. 

 

There was of course some time at the end of the session to 

learn about the Roman Army had how they fought to conquer 

lands and towns and then to protect them.   

 

The Roman learning continued into the afternoon with the making of Amulets 

and finding out what name the children may have been given if they lived in 

Roman Britain; there is more information on this here: Girls Names and Boys 

Names.   

Mr Louth was also very impressed with how well his Hippogriff Class got to grips 

with Roman Numerals in a special Maths lesson to finish the day!  Can you make 

some Roman number sentences and see if your family can work out the answers 

https://www.livinghistoryworkshops.co.uk/_files/ugd/816a5b_529ee7fa181a429499e9202929fa6ad6.pdf
https://www.livinghistoryworkshops.co.uk/_files/ugd/816a5b_9bd8d082675a4346a393e70574c3e46a.pdf
https://www.livinghistoryworkshops.co.uk/_files/ugd/816a5b_951d40b0787c40e7a5cf34cbe50ba1d0.pdf
https://www.livinghistoryworkshops.co.uk/_files/ugd/816a5b_fa6978f28ba949658cab6d601e541542.pdf
https://www.livinghistoryworkshops.co.uk/_files/ugd/816a5b_4938b0b5ec654ff2926a9f0b98a18e45.pdf
https://www.livinghistoryworkshops.co.uk/_files/ugd/816a5b_4938b0b5ec654ff2926a9f0b98a18e45.pdf

