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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

Yesterday was especially joyful as we celebrated World Book Day, with children and staff dressed 

as their favourite book characters. There were so many fantastic costumes and a real buzz around 

school as the children took part in the range of activities planned for them. My thanks go to our 

wonderful English Team for organising such an enjoyable and memorable day for everyone! 

Lunchtimes have been particularly lovely this week, with the children fully embracing our zone 

approach to play. It has been a pleasure to see their problem- solving and teamwork skills 

developing so naturally. Earlier in the week, a group of children from across different year groups 

worked collaboratively to build their very own pirate ship using pallets, tyres and planks; it was 

incredibly impressive! I also had the pleasure of watching a group of our Year 6 girls teaching a 

dance they had learned to some younger pupils and the amount of imaginative play all the way 

from our youngest pupils and oldest pupils was an absolute delight. We are certainly seeing a real 

improvement in the quality of play and I look forward to watching this continue to grow and have 

impact in other areas of the curriculum! 

Last week, we were delighted to welcome Jackie Shrimpton to the team as the new Sprite Class 

Teacher. She has made a fantastic start and it already feels as though she has always been part of 

our school team. Staying with Sprite Class, I am also very pleased to share the wonderful news 

that Mrs Curtis has safely welcomed baby Leo into the world! Many congratulations to Mrs Curtis 

and her family on their happy arrival who are all doing well! 

Continuing with staff news, we were pleased to welcome Miss Lipman back into school last week 

am not sure where that time has gone! Over the coming weeks, you may see Miss Lipman in 

school as she begins to reacquaint herself with school life and familiarise herself with the 

developments that have taken place over the past year, ahead of her full return after the Easter 

holidays. 

This week, we have also begun our second round of Pupil Progress Meetings for the academic 

year. As previously mentioned, these meetings provide an opportunity for members of the Senior 

Leadership Team (SLT) to meet with each class teacher to review how every child is progressing 

across the curriculum. During these discussions, we identify any additional support or adjustments 

that may be needed to ensure that every child receives the very best provision. Later this term, 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and I hope you all have a lovely weekend! 

Fingers crossed for some more lovely weather! 

 

Viki 
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Tuesday 10 March               

¶ Phoenix Class Swimming 

 

Wednesday 11 March       

¶ Year 4 Educational Visit to Maidstone Museum (right) 

¶ Green Rangers Forest School working party 

¶ 18:30 -  Tonbridge Schools Choir Event (Tonbridge Methodist 

Church) -  Details known to participants 

Thursday 12 March       

¶ Pegasus Class Forest School 

¶ Sphinx Class Swimming 

¶ Mayor of Tonbridge and Malling Primary Schools Debate -  Details known to participants 

Friday 13 March               

¶ Hippogriff Class Forest School  

* Planned cancellation of the 08:00 Year 4,5 and 6 Sports Club due to staff unavailability 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

 

the school website. 

Monday 9 March        

 

Saturday 7 March             

Tonbridge Angels  v Worthing (15:00 kick- off) 

Tickets & Admission 2025/26  TAFC  

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://tonbridgeangels.co.uk/admission/
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PARENT - TEACHER CONSULTATIONS 

The Spring Parent -  Teacher Consultation meetings will take place between 16:00 and 19:00 on 

Tuesday 24 March and Thursday 26 March. 

 

These meetings are a perfect opportunity to find out how your child has been getting on 

academically and socially during this school year, see their school books and have a general 

discussion with the class teacher about the remainder of the year and beyond. 

 

Bookings for the 10 minute meetings must be made online via your Arbor account.  The window for 

booking your appointment opens at 19:00 on Sunday 8 March.  It will remain open until 23:59 on 

Sunday 22 March. 

 

You are only able to make one appointment per child.  If parents need to arrange an extra meeting, 

this should be done after the scheduled consultations.  The parent who needs the added 

appointment should email their request via the class email address (classname@slade.kent.sch.uk) 

from Friday 27 March. 

 

In order to receive an acknowledgement of your meeting booking you must make 

sure that the correct parent(s) has/have been checked with a blue tick when 

making the booking.  The part of the booking screen looks like the picture (right) 

with the parents names following the tick.  

 

We look forward to seeing you all in school over the two consultation evenings. 

SECONDARY SCHOOL OFFERS 

Kent County Council sent their offer notifications of secondary school placements to 

all parents and carers of children in Year 6 on Monday afternoon. 

 

 

Parents should make sure that they have read the offer letter thoroughly and that they follow the 

instructions on what to do next.  The deadline for letting your allocated school know whether you 

are accepting or declining the offer is Monday 16 March. 

 

Attention moves quickly onto making sure that the transfer to secondary school is a smooth one for 

both the children and their families and secondary schools will let you know of any scheduled taster 

days and other events that your children will be invited to take part in.  Please remember to let us 

know via attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk if your child will be at such an event for a whole or any part 

of a day. 

 

It is important to let us know if your child moves to a school that is different to that offered by Kent 

County Council.  Keeping our records accurate will ensure that the registration and associated 

paperwork and safeguarding and other notes are received by the correct school which will protect 

your data and personal information.  Please let us know as soon as you are notified that your child 

has a place at a school different to the offer (this may be due to an appeal, a successful waiting list 

application, electing for home or transfer to the private education sector or house move etc.) 

admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk.   

 

We will arrange for the registrations to be transferred in preparation within Term 5 with the 

paperwork and other files travelling to the new school in late July or early September.  

mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk
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OUR GROWING GALLERY 

Thankyou and well done to everyone who submitted an entry to the Royal 

week and we know of children from across school who submitted a piece of their 

artwork to the show. 

Thankyou to parents who helped by submitting entries, to Mrs Worley for making 

sure that Slade were registered and to Imogen Partridge for providing the 

information about the show, enabling children who love their art from Slade to take 

part in this fantastic opportunity.  Judging takes place in May with the exhibition 

going online from 14 July and the display at the Royal Academy open between 14 

July and 30 August. 

Closer to home, art is an important part of the curriculum at Slade with opportunities across the 

yeargroups to learn about the subject, artists and to put pencil and paint to paper as well as to put 

together a creation. 

Mrs Worley has recently updated the display in the old reception area with 

some brand new artwork which is on display from across ll of the 

yeargroups.  The teachers were tasked with providing different examples of 

art that has gone on in their classroom since September.  Mrs Worley will 

regularly change the pictures on show in the gallery so the children have a 

chance to take a look at and appreciate the creative learning of their peers 

from all over the school. 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2026 

Yesterday was World Book Day, the annual celebration of reading for pleasure, 

with the theme this year  

Activities during the day included live lessons (right) streamed in by the World 

with decorated boats (below) which have designed on them the favourite reading 

style or genre of book -  this in turn will help the class teachers to properly curate 

the reading corners in each of their rooms. 

 

 

The day was extra special for our EYFS and Year 6 classes as they had the 

opportunity to meet each other for a buddy event.  The Year 6 children read a story 

of choice to their buddies in Elmer and Gruffalo! 

World Book Day is all about helping children enjoy reading in their own 

way  

reading comics, or dipping into non fiction.  The World Book Day official 

website brings together ideas, resources and practical information to help 

you make the most of World Book Day with your family.  

See it all here: World Book Day for Families: Celebrate Reading Together  

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/

