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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

What a busy and exciting week it has been in school, finishing today with the children wearing 

their own clothes in support of Comic Relief. Thank you to everyone who has donated so far; your 

generosity is greatly appreciated and we look forward to letting you know how much we have 

raised in due course! 

Throughout the week, children across the school have been taking part in National Sign Language 

Week, with opportunities to further develop their signing skills. We are incredibly fortunate to 

have such talented staff who are able to support the children in learning this valuable and 

inclusive way of communicating with one another. 

This week, it was the turn of Year 1 and Year 5 to take their learning beyond the classroom. On 

well as enjoying a train journey to Tunbridge Wells. For some children, this was their very first 

experience of travelling by train, making it even more special! Today, Year 5 travelled to The 

Observatory Science Centre and Museum at Herstmonceux to further enrich their learning by 

taking part in a hands- on science experience including a telescope tour! We look forward to 

hearing all about their experiences next week when back in school! 

Continuing with Year 5, as part of their Online Safety learning for Safer Internet Day last term, 

they invited their parents and carers into school for a special assembly yesterday. The children 

shared important messages about staying safe online, highlighting both the benefits of being 

online and how to navigate it responsibly. They all did a fantastic job and was great to be able to 

invite our Year 5 parents and carers into school to see them present to you all! 

Yesterday, myself and Mrs Stephens caught up with our Class Representatives for our termly 

meeting. It was a valuable opportunity to continue to hear how things are going across the 

classes and to provide updates from our previous meeting as well as some other key updates of 

projects currently happening in school. Thank you to all who attended and contributed as 

dedicating your time is very much appreciated so we can continue to ensure we all work together 

for the children. 

I am delighted to let you know that Mr Salter, a valued member of our EYFS support staff team, 

has successfully secured his first teaching position! Having worked with us for nearly two years as 

a Teaching Assistant, he is now moving on to the next stage of his career. While we will be sad to 

see him go, we are incredibly proud of his achievement. Mr Salter will be joining Southborough 

Primary School and will be leaving us at the end of this term. We wish him every success for the 

future and we look forward to hearing how he is getting on in due course! 

and look through their work. If you have not already booked your meeting then please ensure 

you log into your account on Arbor over the next few days. If you need any support then please 

do not hesitate to contact the school office in the first instance. 

Have a wonderful weekend, and we look forward to seeing you next week for the penultimate 

week of Term 4! 

Viki 

 

 



 
 

 

N
e
xt

 W
e

e
k 

a
t 
S

la
d

e 

Tuesday 24 March               

¶ Phoenix Class Swimming 

¶ Parent -  Techer Consultation Meetings.  See page 4 

Planned cancellation of after school activity clubs -  See page 4 

Wednesday 25 March       

¶ Elmer Class Forest School  

¶ End of Spring Term Whole School Assembly (Tonbridge School) 

¶ Gymnastics Competition (The Angel Centre, Tonbridge) Details known to participants 

Thursday 26 March       

¶ Phoenix Class Forest School 

¶ Sphinx Class Swimming 

¶ Parent -  Techer Consultation Meetings.  See page 4 

Planned cancellation of after school activity clubs -  See page 4 

Friday 20 March               

¶ Sphinx Class Forest School 

 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Monday 23 March        

  

Saturday 21 March             

Tonbridge Angels  v Bath City (15:00 kick- off)  Tickets & Admission 2025/26  TAFC  

School Partner Match -  See page 12 

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://tonbridgeangels.co.uk/admission/
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PARENT - TEACHER CONSULTATIONS 

-  Teacher Consultations.  The booking window 

closes at 23:59 on Sunday night if you are one of the 28 parents or carers who have not yet made an 

 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone in and around school for their booked appointment time either on 

with Mrs Mulhern in Elmer Class which will take place in the school library  

 

A reminder that there will be no after school activity clubs on Tuesday and Thursday.  The clubs with this 

planned cancellation next week are: 

 

Tuesday 24 March         Thursday 26 March 

 

EYFS and KS1 Tonbridge Angels Football Training  Year 3 and 4 Tonbridge Angels Football Training 

KS1 DanceMode Street Dance      KS2 Little Sewing School  

KS2 DanceMode Street Dance      KS2 Drama and Musical Theatre 

KS2 Cowdrey Cricket Training      KS1/KS2 French- tastique 

KS2 Little Sewing School 

  

 

ACTIVITY CLUBS AND WRAPAROUND IN TERM 5 

The summer terms are just around the corner and Mrs Ball has put together another 

super selection of Activity Clubs for the children which start after the Easter holiday. 

 

The timetable was sent by email this week and appears on the school website :  

Clubs and Activities Term 5  

 

Booking for independent clubs should be made via the contact details on the timetable.  There are no 

planned cancellations of these clubs in Term 5. 

 

Booking for a place on any of our free, school run activity clubs should be made via your Arbor account; 

just log on and choose Clubs before following the link to any eligible clubs for your child.  The booking 

window to secure spaces opens at 19:00 on Sunday 22 March.  To make sure that your child has a place 

and that you receive notifications of any unplanned cancellations or events relating to the activity club, 

you must sign up before your child attends a session. 

 

later, at 19:00 on Sunday 29 March.   

 

Term 5 runs from Monday 20 April to Friday 22 May inclusive.  School is closed on Monday 4 May for the 

annual national holiday. 

THANKYOU SO MUCH! 

This week has seen numerous educational; visits and sporting events which parents have given up their 

time to support.  Everyone at Slade is incredibly grateful to everyone who has been able to help with 

looking after groups and transporting children to venues across the area.  Without your help, these trips 

cannot take place, so thankyou -  we hope you enjoyed yourselves out and about with Slade! 

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=635&type=pdf


 
 

 

S
la

d
e

 J
o

u
rn

a
l: 

A
ro

u
n

d
 S

ch
o
o

l 
BSL WEEK CELEBRATED AT SLADE 

This week, the Titans team have been busy around school promoting 

national Sign Language Week in association with Signature and the British 

Deaf Association. 

Each yeargroup has undertaken age targeted challenges alongside the 

action around sign language and Deaf culture. 

Each class has been practising the BSL alphabet, which is illustrated below for both left and right handed 

people with the overall aim of encouraging pupils to be able to use some basic sign language, not only 

around school with their friends and peers, but also with their families and the wider community. 

On Wednesday, Susie Martin held her 

weekly BSL Choir session at lunchtime; the 

children love turning song int sign and it 

showed with a very polished performance 

delivered when we visited them this week. 

The children across the school have taken part in different challenges and activities this week which have 

included learning and showing that they can: 

¶ Sign their own name 

¶ Sign their teachers name 

And in the younger years, to be able to sign the name of their pets and to learn how to sign colours. 

The children in Key Stage 1 and EYFS have watched a signed story and across the school we have learnt 

with George from Peppa Pig, who wears a hearing aid to help him to be able to hear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep an eye out for updates as we prepare to celebrate National Deaf Awareness Week coming up 

between 4 - 10 May. 

Thankyou to Mrs Martin and Mrs Sturmey for organising the events from this week and all of the children 

in Titans for helping out across the school, teaching and promoting sign language across Slade. 
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BIKEABILITY IS BACK: BOOK NOW FOR 2027 

This week, it has been a pleasure to welcome back to Slade, the team from the Kent County Council 

Bikeability scheme -  designed to promote and teach safe, knowledgeable cycling around town for the 

children in Year 6.  This is especially important as many of them already take the fun, healthy option of 

cycling to school at present and may also cycle to their new secondary schools, which may include a 

longer journey with different kinds of roads.  They all enjoy cycling around town and the local green 

spaces in their leisure time, so the Bikeability course has enabled them to do all of this more confidently. 

The instructors were especially impressed with the attitude and ability of the children given the increased 

traffic in the local area using Annison Street due to the road closures getting out of The Slade. 

Well done to all 42 children taking part across both Bikeability courses this year. 

Attention quickly turns to next year, with our Year 5 parents and carers invited to express an 

interest in their child taking part in the course.  If you have a child currently in Hydra or Wyvern 

Class, please complete the quick form below before 23:59 on Tuesday 24 March so we can book 

our courses as soon as possible.   

Year 6 2026/27 Bikeability Interest Survey    Fill out form   

 

Level 1 of the programme is held on the school 

playground and is designed to teach good cycle 

control and basic maintenance of the bike.  The 

children learn the importance of their cycle helmets 

and being able to signal and look around them 

confidently. 

Level 2 takes place on the local roads, putting into practice the skills learnt in the initial stage.  The 

instructors also teach the rules of the road, so that the children can confidently know the position they 

should take and the meaning of the road markings and signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out more about Bikeability here:  

Cycle Training for Everyone -  Deliver 

Safer Training | Bikeability   

 

https://forms.office.com/e/pPjFbdAVeP
https://www.bikeability.org.uk/
https://www.bikeability.org.uk/
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KEEPING SAFE ONLINE 

Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Stephens. 

 

Following the fantastic e- safety assembly from our Year 5 classes yesterday, our safeguarding hot topic 

this week is all about online safety. 

Online Safety: Helping Children Stay Safe Online  

Many of our children enjoy spending time online, whether they are playing games, watching videos, 

chatting with friends or using apps. The online world offers lots of opportunities for learning and fun, but 

it is important that children are supported to use it safely. 

As a school, we regularly teach children about safe and responsible use of technology. Parents and 

carers play a key role too, and small steps at home can make a big difference. 

A few simple reminders for families:  

· Talk regularly with your child about what they do online, who they speak to and which games or apps 

they use. 

· Remind them never to share personal information such as their full name, address, school, passwords or 

photos with people they do not know. 

· Check age ratings on games, apps and social media platforms to make sure they are suitable. 

· Use privacy settings and parental controls where available. 

· Encourage children to tell a trusted adult straight away if they see something upsetting, confusing or 

worrying online. 

· Keep devices in shared family spaces where possible, especially for younger children. 

It can also be helpful to agree simple family rules around screen time, gaming and which websites or 

apps can be used. 

A useful message for children is: if something online makes you feel worried, upset or unsafe, stop, close 

it and tell an adult. 

Useful websites for parents and carers  

For further information and support, these websites offer practical advice, guides and resources for 

families: 

·NSPCC Online Safety Hub  advice on apps, games, parental controls and how to talk to children 

about staying safe online. Keeping children safe online | NSPCC  

·Internet Matters  step- by- step guides, age- specific advice and support for setting parental controls. 

Keep Children Safe Online: Information, advice, support -  Internet Matters  

·Childnet Parents and Carers  helpful guidance, conversation starters and resources for families. 

Parents & carers | Childnet  

· UK Safer Internet Centre  tips, advice and resources to support children to use the internet safely and 

positively. Parents and Carers -  UK Safer Internet Centre  

Thank you for your support in helping children develop safe habits online. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.internetmatters.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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FOCUS ON YEAR 5 

It has been a busy week for everyone in Year 5, with three very special events that have each 

enhanced their learning in different ways. 

Tonbridge School Armed Forces Day  

We were delighted to be invited to visit the annual Inspection Day held by Tonbridge School 

Combined Cadet Force.  The day involved displays and activities from the emergency services such 

as the South East Coast Ambulance Service, Kent Fire and Rescue and Kent Police.  The children also 

enjoyed displays by the Cadets representing the RAF, Royal Navy and the Army.  The afternoon was 

very enjoyable as Hydra and Wyvern Classes saw and heard about the valuable work undertaken by 

each of these services whilst also being able to get try on the kit they use and inside the vehicles 

they drive! 

 

 

 

 

E- Safety Assembly for Parents 

On Thursday, all of Year 5 welcomed their adults into school for a special assembly about internet 

and online safety. The budding entrepreneurs and influencers wrote and delivered all of the 

presentations by themselves. They wowed their grown- ups (and Mrs Stephens) with their depth of 

knowledge about how to spot and avoid hackers and scammers, how to stay safe online using the 

SMART acronym (Safe, Meeting, Accepting, Reliable, Tell) how to make informed and sensible 

choices about the games you download and play, and how to conduct yourself appropriately in an 

online community. The children mixed drama and role play with art and information to share their 

Year 5 teaching team are so proud of them.  

Educational Visit to Herstmonceux Science Centre  

Finally, today Year 5 rounded off their day with their educational visit to The Observatory at 

Herstmonceux.  The visit to the East Sussex science park helps to build on their learning in science 

this year, in particular about the planets. 

 They were able to explore the venue, seeing and using the exhibits and displays as well as enjoying 

time in the Discovery Park.  They were treated to a science show put on by the team at 

Herstmonceux and a Telescope Tour where they found out about the parts to a telescope, how they 

work and what you can see from the Observatory. 

Find out more about visiting The Observatory and Science Park at Herstmonceux:  

Exploring the observatory science centre & museum  

https://www.the-observatory.org/exploring-the-observatory/
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YEAR 1 AT THE THEATRE 

Mr Clark reports from the Year 1 Educational Visit to the Assembly Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells 

on Wednesday. 

Year One had a terrific day at the theatre. 

 

We started by catching the train to Tunbridge Wells, with plenty of 

successful gap minding. 

 

Once we arrived, we made our way up the excessively long hill to the Assembly Hall. We were 

particularly happy to see our seats after that arduous trek! 

 

And then... the show began! 

 

Tales from Acorn Wood, based on works by Julia Donaldson, featured 

four stories (Postman Bear, Hide- and- seek Pig, Rabbit's Nap and Fox's 

Socks). The performers puppeteered the characters tales, alongside 

some catchy little earworms. The company put on a great show, 

which, based on their fantastic attentiveness, we are sure the children 

enjoyed.  

 

Following this, our second arduous trek of the day began, descending 

the original monumental hill before ascending a new one. But, once 

we made it to the top of Calverley Park, the children (and adults) were 

rewarded with a well- deserved lunch in the bright sunshine.  

 

Once we'd finished our lunch, we had a quick play at the park before 

making it back to the station in the nick of time, just as our return train 

arrived.  

 

We finally returned to school, and collapsed in a heap before heading 

home! 

 

We cannot thank our parent volunteers enough -  we couldn't run a trip 

like this without them, and are truly grateful. 

 

 

 


