
Thursday 2 April 2026 

Term 4, Issue 6 

SLADE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

S
ch

o
o

l N
e
w

sl
e

tt
e

r 



 
 

 

F
ro

m
 t
h

e
 H

e
a

d
te

a
ch

e
r:

 V
ik

i G
a

rr
e

tt 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Families, 

And just like that, the Spring Term has come to an end! We can hardly believe how quickly this academic 

 

Despite it being a four- day week, we have certainly packed in a great deal. There have been a number 

of exciting sporting events, beginning with Cross Country on Monday, where a large number of pupils 

took part. On Tuesday, our cheerleaders wowed the audience at Hillview Secondary School and on 

Wednesday, some of our pupils took part in Water Polo. There truly is a sport for everyone! Well done 

to all those who participated and I know there is much more to look forward to in Terms 5 and 6. 

Year 2 to Year 6 including solos, duets as well as performances from the Year 2 and 3 Choir, Signing 

Choir and the Key Stage Two Choir! It is incredibly impressive and encouraging to see so many of our 

children learning musical instruments from such a young age and as I shared at the concert, it is lovely 

to see the children each year growing in confidence and skill as they progress further in their instrument.   

There are so many benefits to a child learning an instrument and if your child is considering this for the 

future then we have strong links with Music Station and Kent Music who would be able to support you 

and your child in choosing which instrument to start to learn. We understand that the cost can be 

significant, so please be aware that financial support may be available through Kent Music for eligible 

families and also through our Pupil Premium Partnership. If you would like further information, please 

either visit the Kent Music website or contact Libby Wilmshurst (our FLO), who will be happy to assist. 

Yesterday, our Year 4 pupils welcomed their parents and carers to their assembly, which focused on the 

theme of friendship. The children did a fantastic job explaining what friendship means and how we can 

each be a good friend.  They also provided a fantastic explanation of the Zones of Regulation approach 

we use in school which supports children when their emotions can get in the way of their friendships.  

We were incredibly proud of all of them for how well their learnt their lines and delivering their part of 

the assembly with such confidence!  A big well done to Year 4!  

This term, I relaunched our Presentation Picnic Award, where one child from each class is nominated by 

their teacher for consistently demonstrating excellent presentation in their work over the past four 

they are taking in their learning, particularly when tackling challenges. I look forward to seeing who will 

 

Today, we said goodbye to Mr Salter during our final Celebration Assembly of the term. After Easter, he 

will begin an exciting new role as an EYFS Class Teacher at Southborough Primary School. Mr Salter has 

been with us for just under two years as a Teaching Assistant, developing his skills, and we know his new 

class will be very lucky to have him. We wish him every success and look forward to hearing how he gets 

on! 

That brings us to the end of Term 4. I hope you all have a wonderful and safe Easter break with your 

loved ones. We look forward to welcoming everyone back after the holidays (hopefully with some 

sunshine!) 

 

Viki 
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Monday 20 April                

¶ First Day of Term 5 

Tuesday 21 April        

¶ Phoenix Class Swimming 

Thursday 23 April         

¶ Dragon Class Forest School 

¶ Sphinx Class Swimming 

Friday 3 April               

Tonbridge Angels vs Ebbsfleet United Kick off 15:00, gates open from 13:00, National League South 

See page 12 for full details 

 

Saturday 11 April               

Tonbridge Angels vs Sailsbury Kick off 15:00, gates open from 13:00, National League South 

See page 12 for full details 

 

Thursday 16 April              

National Primary School Offer Day (EYFS Intake, September 2026) -  Please see page 4 for full details 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Friday 3 April - Friday 17 April inclusive        

¶ Easter and Early Summer Holiday.  School Closed to all pupils 

Wednesday 22 April        

¶ Green Rangers Forest School Working Party  

Friday 24 April               

¶ Griffin Class Forest School 

Saturday 25 April               

Tonbridge Angels vs Torquay United Kick off 12:30,  National League South 

See page 12 for full details 

 

TCS Mini London Marathon.  Details known to participants 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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TERM 4 DONE; EASTER HOLIDAY ON 

A busy end of term comes to an end today and we would like 

to wish all of our children, their families and friends a very 

happy, relaxing and fun Easter and Early Summer holiday. 

 

The holiday starts today as tomorrow is a national holiday for 

Good Friday.  We are back in school for the first day of Term 5 

and Summer at Slade on Monday 20 April.  

 

 

Term 5 runs until Friday 22 May with a brief, but probably welcome interruption for the annual national 

holiday on May Day which this year falls on Monday 4 May. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL OFFER DAY 

Over the Easter holiday, Kent County Council will be sending their offers of primary school places to 

those parents of children starting school in the Early Years Foundation Stage in September.  National 

Offer Day is on Thursday 16 April.   

 

If you have made an application to join Slade in September, full details of what to do on offer day are on 

our website.  Please click on this link to be prepared for what to do on offer day:Slade Primary School -  

Admissions. 

 

Parents offered a place at Slade should not send in an acceptance email without also sending in proof of 

address documents.  Full details will be sent on our own welcome email which will follow later on in the 

day on Thursday 16 April after the official notification from Kent County Council. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE SUMMER AT SLADE 

We are looking forward to Term 5 which includes lots of exciting events and as ever, the start of 

assessment season but also plenty of outside learning opportunities and of course the continuation of 

our new building taking shape in time for the beginning of May. 

 

dates already confirmed in the diary: 

 

Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 April -  Year 2 Educational Visit to Tonbridge Mosque 

Thursday 30 April -  Year 5 Activity and Learning Day at Carroty Wood 

Monday 4 -  Friday 8 May -  Deaf Awareness Week 

Tuesday 5 and Wednesday 6 May -  Year 4 Educational Visit to Radha Krishna 

Hindu Temple 

Wednesday 7 May -  Year 3 Educational Visit to Harry Potter Studios, Leavesden 

Monday 11 -  Thursday 14 May -  Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 Statutory Assessment 

Tests 

Monday 18 and Thursday 21 May -  Year 6 Cooking at Tonbridge School 

Tuesday 19 May -  Year 1 Educational Visit to Chessington World of Adventures 

Friday 22 May -  End of Term 5 

 

Add in to that mix our normal range of sporting events including football, cricket, team building, 

athletics, swimming and more and there is lots to squeeze in, with all of the details of those dates 

 

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=23&action=saved
https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=23&action=saved
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NEW MENU FROM EMMAʇS KITCHEN 

for the beginning of Term 5.  The new menu includes the usual 

favourites, with some lighter summer meals included for the 

warmer days. 

The new menu is available on the school website and here via this link: 

  

School meals are free to the following groups: 

¶ Children eligible for benefits related FSM and Pupil Premium in EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

¶ Children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 under government Universal Free School Meals Scheme 

Meals cost £2.60 to all other pupils in Key Stage 2, which should be paid in advance via your Arbor 

account, choosing the Meals top- up. 

KENT POLICE NEWSLETTER 

We are pleased to share with parents and families, the Summer edition of the Child Centred Policing 

newsletter produced by Kent Police.  This issue contains a reminder for students about staying safe 

online and information about the latest social media trends.   

Recent projects include staying safe with details on knives, catapults and e- scooters. 

The newsletter and safety posters can be found on the For Families section of the school website and 

here: 

 

Kent Police Summer Newsletter Catapults e- Scooters 

 

PRESENTATION PICNIC 

 

Very many congratulations to the children who have been chosen by their 

took place this afternoon.  The children have all shown immense pride and 

care in how they have presented their learning in their books to such an 

extent that their teachers have seen fit to reward them for this termly prize.  

Miss Garrett was incredibly pleased to host the winners with cake, juice and 

cookies. 

Well done to Marnie, Eva, Evie, Sayuni, Tom, Catherine, Pippa, Clara, 

Savannah, Esmèe, Theo, Charlie and Yao for being chosen for your 

beautiful presentation of your learning. 

 

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=641&type=pdf
https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=643&type=pdf
https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=644&type=pdf
https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=645&type=pdf
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YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE PARISH CHURCH 

Remaining in Church this Easter week as Year 1 made the short walk to the Parish Church 

of St Peter and St Paul on Wednesday morning.  The Educational Visit took place to 

complement the learning in Pixie and Elf Classes this term as they have looked at 

Christianity in their RE lessons.  They understand items, stories, days and buildings 

important to the Christian faith and were delighted to visit a Church to be able to bring 

their learning to life by being able to see lots of the items and parts of the building that 

had formed their knowledge in class.  When they returned to school, the children 

successfully managed to draw a plan of a Christian Church and to correctly label the main 

features they had seen in the morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to everyone at St Peter and St Paul for their time, especially at the busiest and most special 

time of the year for those involved in the Church. Thankyou also to the parents and carers who 

volunteered their time to ensure that this important visit could take place.  

SPRING CONCERT AT ST SAVIOURʇS 

Dry Hill Park Road played host to the perfect finalé of the Spring Term at Slade 

with our annual Spring Concert. 

There were performances by many of our talented individuals as well as group 

play and song and sign from all there of our choirs: The Young Voices, Our 

 

 

Performing on stage, we saw: 

 

Yao (Year 6) Piano  Zachary (Year 5) Violin Arthur (Year 5) Piano 

Wilfred (Year 4) Guitar Mia (Year 5) Vocals  Drew (Year 6) Drums) 

Jiwon (Year 6) Violin  Ellie (Year 2) Piano  Erin (Year 4) Piano 

David (Year 3) Piano  Teddy (Year 2) Vocals Marley and Paul (Year 6) Duo Drums and Guitar 

 

There were also addresses by Alyson Bleakley from the Church and headteacher Viki Garrett.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thankyou to our talented musicians who performed at the concert, to Miss Taylor for organising the 

event, to Marley and Drew for hosting and to all of the audience for your support on Tuesday evening.  
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SETTING PARENTAL CONTROLS ON DEVICES 

Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Stephens. 

 

Many children use tablets, phones, consoles and computers every day. While these devices offer fantastic 

learning and entertainment opportunities, they can also expose children to inappropriate content or 

unsafe communication if settings are not managed carefully. 

Parental controls are one of the easiest and most effective ways to help keep children safe online.  

 

Why Parental Controls Matter  

 

Parental controls can help you: 

Manage what your child can see  (e.g., blocking 18+ content). 

Limit screen time  to support healthy routines. 

Control in - app purchases to avoid unexpected charges. 

Manage who your child can communicate with  on games and apps. 

Create safer digital spaces for children to learn and play. 

 

Where to Set Parental Controls  

 

Most devices have built- in tools that are quick to set up: 

 

  Smartphones & Tablets  

Apple (iPhones/iPads)  

Use Screen Time to set age restrictions, limit apps and manage purchases. 

Android (Samsung, Google, etc.)  

Use Google Family Link to manage app access, screen time and web filters. 

 

  Computers & Laptops  

Windows  

Family Safety tool allows filtering, time limits and activity reports. 

Mac 

Use Screen Time to restrict websites, apps and communication settings. 

 

  Games Consoles 

Nintendo Switch, Xbox, PlayStation  

Each console includes parental control settings that manage playtime, online interactions and age-

restricted games. 

 

Top Tips for Parents 

Set up controls before giving your child a new device or game. 

Keep devices in shared family areas, not bedrooms. 

Review settings regularly  children get older and technology changes quickly. 

Talk to your child openly about why controls are in place and what to do if something online makes 

them uncomfortable. 

Create a family agreement about screen use (e.g., no screens at bedtime). 

 

Useful Resources 

www.internetmatters.org   step- by- step guides for every device 

www.saferinternet.org.uk   support for online safety at home 

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping - children - safe/online - safety  parental advice and help 
 

http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
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CONGRATULATIONS, POPPY 

Regular readers will remember that we recently brough you news of our 

new Poetry Crew who will be promoting poetry around the school as well as 

sharing some of their poetry creation with us in the newsletter. 

The Poetry Crew was formed after being inspired by the competition run by the Literacy Trust to find 

the national Young Poet Laurette from schools across the country. 

Mrs Burnside is delighted to announce that one of our own, Poppy, from Sphinx Class in Year 4 has 

 

attend a full- day poetry masterclass at Faber & Faber in London, where she will create poems with 

professional poets and end the day with a celebratory poetry performance. Congratulations to 

Poppy for such an amazing achievement.  

YOUʇVE GOT A FRIEND IN ME! 

On Wednesday afternoon, our Year 4 classes presented a 

special assembly for their parents and carers; over 60 of 

which watched and heard the message of how to be a 

good friend. 

 

Phoenix and Sphinx Classes described the Zones of Regulation, familiar to 

children across the school and how they could be used to help with friendships; 

when everything was going well and for those times when friendships become a 

bit more tricky. 

They also described what it meant to be a good friend and how they show this 

in and out of school. 

The message was loud and clear and the acting, singing and signing superb as 

they educated themselves and helped their parents to understand some of the 

language that they may use at home when describing friendship relationships. 

we appreciate your time and we hope you found the event useful and 

informative.  

SITE NEWS 

Vic and his team from Integra Buildings have 

had a busy week preparing the ground for our 

new building which will be situated next to the 

Hippogriff classroom.  

The work is running to schedule and you 

should see a big difference when you return 

after the Easter break with details of the 

 



 
 

 

EASTER FUN FROM THE PTA 

return for a small donation towards the PTA Fundraising efforts, the children have had a great day 

choosing their own rules and playing our special games. 

In the younger years, the classes had an Easter Egg Hunt,  The children made their way around the 

school seeking pictures which included a pattern, a number and a letter.  They then had to work out 

 

The children in the older yeargroups had a series of games of the Easter Bunny Drive where the 

target is to complete a picture of the Easter Bunny; with the only complication being the roll of a 

dice!  Congratulations to those who won their games and we hope that everyone enjoyed their 

chocolate treat!  
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