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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

A very warm welcome back to the Summer Term. This is always a much- anticipated time in 

school, as it brings with it some of our biggest events, including Sports Day and a range of 

exciting educational trips for the children.  I hope you all had a wonderful Easter holiday, with 

plenty of time to relax and enjoy being with your families in the lovely weather. 

It has certainly been a busy and productive first week back for both the children and staff and we 

have truly hit the ground running for the term ahead.  It has been fantastic to see the children 

settle quickly back into their routines, making the most of our extensive grounds and enjoying 

more outdoor learning opportunities. They are also back on the field at lunchtimes, which they 

absolutely love, and it has been particularly pleasing to see them exploring the wooded area and 

putting their Forest School skills into practice. 

Wednesday was an exciting day in school as we held interviews for the Deputy Headteacher 

position. We were delighted with the high number of applicants, and alongside two of our 

Governors, Stuart Concannon and Jessica Watson- Reynolds, I spent the day meeting a strong 

field of candidates. It was a rigorous process, with a variety of tasks to help us identify the best 

person for the role. I am very pleased to share that, from September, Mrs Stephanie Stephens will 

be our new Deputy Headteacher! Many congratulations to Steph on this important next step in 

her career and I am confident she will continue to do an excellent job leading Teaching and 

Learning across the school in order to impact the lives of all of the children here at Slade.  

Tomorrow, Mrs Stephens, Mrs Ball, and I will be heading to London with a group of children to 

take part in the Mini London Marathon. We were fortunate to be offered places by the National 

George was diagnosed with a moderate hearing loss. As many of you will know, places in both 

the Mini Marathon and the main event are highly sought after, so this is a fantastic opportunity 

and we are very grateful to the charity for offering us so many places!   

Finally, a reminder for parents of children in Water House: as winners of the Term 3 house 

competition, they have chosen an own clothes day as their reward. This will take place on Friday 

1st May, when all children in Water House are invited to come to school in non- uniform to 

celebrate their achievement. Well done to Isaac and Peony, our Water House Captains, for 

organising this. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and I hope you all have a lovely weekend 

wherever it takes you.  

 

Viki 
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Monday 27 April                

¶ Year 3 and 4 Dynamos Cricket Competition (Tonbridge Cricket Club) -  Details known to participants  

Tuesday 28 April        

¶ Pegasus Class Swimming  

This is the first session.  Please make sure you have provided consent and payment via your Arbor 

account -  see page 4 for full details 

¶ Gnome Class Educational Visit to Tonbridge Mosque 

Thursday 30 April         

¶ Sphinx Class Swimming 

¶ Year 5 Educational Activity Day at Carroty Wood 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Wednesday 29 April        

¶ Elmer Class Forest School 

¶ Sprite Class Educational Visit to Tonbridge Mosque 

 

 

Friday 1 May               

¶ Elf Class Forest School (Morning) 

¶ Pixie Class Forest School (Afternoon) 

¶ Water House Non Uniform Day. 

Water House have chosen to have a non- uniform day after winning the Housepoint championship in 

Term 3.  All children in Water House are invited to come to school in non school uniform clothing.  All 

other children should come to school in school uniform as usual.  You can check which house your child 

is in by looking at the profile page on your Arbor account.  Children are in one of four houses (Air, Earth, 

Fire, Water) from Year 1. 

Saturday 25 April               

TCS London Min- Marathon -  Details known to participants 

Football -  Tonbridge Angels vs Torquay United Kick off 12:30,  National League South -  see page 11 

Rugby -  Tonbridge Juddians vs Leicester Lions, Lick off 15:00, National League 1 -  see page 11 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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WELCOME TO SUMMER AT SLADE 

We hope that all of our children and families enjoyed a wonderful Easter and 

Early Summer holiday; the sun has continued to shine brightly this week as we 

welcomed everyone back for the beginning of the summer terms at Slade. 

 

Amongst the highlights of this term, we can include: 

 

Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 April -  Year 2 Educational Visit to Tonbridge Mosque 

Tuesday 28 April -  Pegasus Class first swimming lesson 

Thursday 30 April -  Year 5 Activity and Learning Day at Carroty Wood 

Monday 4 -  Friday 8 May -  Deaf Awareness Week 

Tuesday 5 and Wednesday 6 May -  Year 4 Educational Visit to Radha Krishna Hindu Temple 

Wednesday 7 May -  Year 3 Educational Visit to Harry Potter Studios, Leavesden 

Monday 11 -  Thursday 14 May -  Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 Statutory Assessment Tests 

Monday 18 and Thursday 21 May -  Year 6 Cooking at Tonbridge School 

Tuesday 19 May -  Year 1 Educational Visit to Chessington World of Adventures 

 

Term 5 ends on Friday 22 May. 

 

 

Most of these visits include the need for parents to provide consent and/or payment for their child to 

take part.  Please refer to the notification email about the specific trip or event with regards to the 

requirements.  Upcoming consent and payment deadlines include: 

 

23:59 Sunday 26 April: Year 3 Educational Visit to Leavesden (Final Payment of £10) 

23:59 Monday 27 April: Pegasus Class Swimming (Consent and payment of £25) 

23:59 Monday 27 April: Gnome Class Educational Visit to Tonbridge Mosque (Consent only) 

23:59 Tuesday 28 April: Sprite Class Educational Visit to Tonbridge Mosque (Consent only) 

23:59 Tuesday 28 April: Year 2 and 3 Sporting Event Schools Team Building (Consent for participants) 

 

All payments and consents are made via your Arbor account follow Trips for Educational Visits and 

Sporting Events and follow Clubs for Swimming Lessons. 

 

We thankyou for all of your contributions towards visit and special lessons which allow these valuable 

events to continue.  

PEGASUS CLASS SWIMMING 

One exciting event that will begin next week is Pegasus Class visiting 

Tonbridge Swimming Pool for their first ever scheduled swimming lesson. 

 

Parents are reminded that these lessons will last 30 minutes and begin on 

Tuesday 28 April from 14:30 -  15:00.  They will run at the same time 

weekly in term time, with the last session being on Tuesday 23 June. 

 

Children should remember to bring their swimming costume and a towel in a separate bag from their 

usual school bag.  They can bring goggles and a swim hat if they use them. 

 

The children will be back in school and ready to collect in the normal way. 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL OPEN EVENTS 

The families in Year 5 will be in the process of making decisions on their preferred choices of secondary 

schools.  With the application window for applications opening in the Autumn, getting a look around and 

a feel for potential choices is vital.   

To help parents and carers, the West Kent group of secondary schools have published a timetable of 

open events and taster sessions.  You can download the booklet from our website using the link here: 

2027 Entry Open Days.  The document includes details from all participating schools.   

We encourage pupils in Year 5 to attend their chosen open days or events -  if they fall within school time 

please just let us know via attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk so we can record the absence accurately.  

AND WELCOME TO OUR NEW INTAKE 

Finally from a school places update, we had the pleasure last Thursday to confirm the offer made by Kent 

County Council for places at Slade for children starting primary school in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage in September.  We are delighted to say that we were again oversubscribed and will fill our 60 

places available in Elmer and Gruffalo Classes in the Autumn. 

We look forward to welcoming all of our new children and their families to Slade, with details of 

upcoming events this and the other side of the summer holiday included in the welcome pack provided 

at the time of acceptance. 

If you are taking a look at our newsletter for the first time today after accepting a place at Slade, a very 

special welcome to you. 

A reminder to those parents who are yet to send in their decision to accept or decline the offer.  The 

deadline for doing this is next Thursday, 30 April.  We will accept decision emails up to 23:59 on 

Thursday night.  All acceptance emails should be accompanied with proof of evidence as listed in our 

confirmation of offer email sent on offer day. 

Any parent or carer who does not respond by the deadline faces the possibility of the offer being 

rescinded by Kent County Council. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us via admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk. 

 

YEAR 6, ON THEIR WAY... 

A final request for parents and carers of children in Year 6 to let us know if their child has had a place 

accepted at a different secondary school from that offered to them in the National Offer Day on 2 March. 

The electronic registrations will be prepared to be sent to the secondary schools in the next few weeks 

and to protect your personal data we need to make sure we are sending them to the correct destination.  

Just let us know about any changes via admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk.  

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=651&type=pdf
mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk
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NEW BUILD UPDATE 

The team from Integra Buildings have been hard at work out of sight this 

week, however lots of groundwork happened over the Easter holiday 

including the pipe laying and final preparations for the arrival of our new 

building.  The team are confident of an on- time completion of the job and 

remain on course to meet this target. 

 

The building itself is due to arrive this weekend unless situations out of the contractors hands delay this 

delivery -  this will then be pushed back by a week.   

 

To prepare for the large load, parents, carers, friends and our local community will have seen the removal 

of sections of our external and internal gates and railings towards the end of this week; replaced by 

Heras fencing which will provide a secure area for the contractors to carry out their work.  The original 

gating and fencing will be returned after the work is complete. 

 

 

BOARD GAMES FUN 

Mrs Vokes launched her new Board Games Club this week and 26 happy children took part in a variety of 

different types of board game with old friends and new. 

 

The club runs on a Tuesday lunchtime between 12:30 and 13:00 and is open to children in Years 2- 5 and 

is held in the Year 6 Griffin Classroom. 

 

There are three places still free for the club -  snap them up via Arbor (Clubs). A full list of school run 

clubs open to your child will also be listed on the Clubs section of Arbor. 

 

A full timetable of Term 5 clubs can be viewed on our website through this link: 

 

Term 5 Activity Clubs. 

Whilst we speak about activity clubs, everyone at Slade would like to congratulate Lauren Mersh from 

Trinity Dance who runs our Gymnastics and Cheerleading clubs as well as  being a familiar face to classes 

who have been taught dance by Lauren in regular PE sessions.  Lauren completed her first half- marathon 

last weekend, despite facing a n injury during her training leading up to the event.  Lauren now has the 

running bug and plans more half- marathons in the coming years.  She was incredibly pleased to have 

completed the London Landmarks Half- Marathon over a 13.1 mile course that takes the runners past 

 

 

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=635&type=pdf
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TONBRIDGE GRAMMAR MATHS CHALLENGE 

Miss Maple was proud and delighted to have taken four of 

our Year 6 children to the Tonbridge Grammar School Maths 

Challenge event, held at the girls secondary school 

yesterday morning. 

 

The challenge saw teams of four from fifteen primary 

schools across West Kent compete against each other in a 

series of different maths related activities. 

 

We are thrilled to tell you that our team of Yao, Kemal, Ted 

and Scyld came in 2nd place -  which given the opposition is 

an outstanding achievement. 

 

The morning was divided up into four rounds managed by the Maths team at Tonbridge Grammar 

School.  The first round was one of Pure Maths using the four operations quickly, efficiently and 

accurately.   

 

Round 2 saw logic have to be applied to the questions which meant that 

the team had to work excellently together, each taking a strand of the 

question before piecing it all together to come up with the correct 

answer. 

 

Shuttle Runs was the title of Round 3 -  where the team split into pairs.  

The first pair had a complex puzzle to solve before handing the next pair 

their answer.  It was that answer that was used in the question for the 

second pair -  each shuttle run took in four to six questions -  

until the final question when the team found out if there was an element 

incorrect!  The Slade team won full marks in this round, working well, 

supporting each other as they went. 

 

 

The fourth and final round was a runabout!  Team member 1 started by running the length of the hall to 

collect a question from one of the teachers.  They would run back to the team, work out an answer 

before running it back to the other end of the hall.  If the answer was correct the next team member will 

run to retrieve the next question.  If it is an incorrect answer, then they must have another go, and so on. 

 

It was a fantastic event, with thanks to everyone at Tonbridge Grammar School for hosting and to the 

parents and friends of the team for being the transport.   
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SOCIAL MEDIA AWARENESS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Stephens. 

 

 

 

even at primary school age. 

While many platforms are designed for older users, children may still access them through shared 

that we work together to keep children safe online. 

Why it matters:  

Social media can expose children to inappropriate content, online strangers, cyberbullying, and 

pressure to share personal information. Young children are often not developmentally ready to 

manage these risks independently. 

What parents and carers can do:  

· Check age restrictions: Most social media platforms (such as Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat) have a 

minimum age of 13. 

· Talk openly: Have regular conversations about what your child is doing online and who they are 

interacting with. 

· Set boundaries: Agree on clear rules for device use, including time limits and where devices can be 

used. 

· Use parental controls: Explore built- in safety settings and monitoring tools on apps and devices. 

· Know the signs: Changes in behaviour, secrecy, or reluctance to talk about online activity can 

signal a problem. 

What we teach in school:  

Through our Computing and RSHE curriculum, we help pupils understand: 

· The importance of keeping personal information private 

· How to be kind and respectful online 

· What to do if something makes them feel uncomfortable 

· Who to talk to if they need help 

Need support?  

also visit trusted resources such as NSPCC or Childnet for up- to- date advice. 

 

Working together, we can help children enjoy the benefits of technology safely and responsibly. 
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Monster Makes is a new show now available on the BBC iPlayer designed 

for pre- schoolers and young learners.  Hosted by CBeebies favourite 

with Sid and Rebecca), the show helps young minds let their creative and 

design ideas turn into easy to make fun.  Alongside Rebecca sits the lovable 

monster, Murphi who has a simple ethos, that anyone can make something 

brilliant with a bit of monster magic,!   

Each episode also features the Mini Monsters who encourage viewers to recycle by making their 

favourite creations.  Mini Monsters who include our very own Matilda, Rose and Evelyn, now in Year 3, 

but in Sprite Class in Year 2 at the time of filming.  The girls spoke to us this week about the amazing 

experience which is now showing on CBeebies and on the BBC iPlayer.   

do this whilst speaking to Rebecca on Zoom to show how confident we were.  After we had been told 

that we had been successful, we were invited to do some filming.  On that day, we watched some others 

and we quickly made friends with the other children who had been chosen to become Mini Monsters!  

You will see why when you watch the programme, but we were taught how to do the conga whilst 

wearing Murphi ear headbands which was filmed.  It was scary to start with, but we soon got used to is -  

then we had to say who we were to the camera -   

 

 

made a Monster Glove Puppet; after I had made itI showed the 

puppet with the other two children  who had made other 

coloured puppets -  our puppets had five eyes! 

 

 

 

and mouth.  I had yellow bits of paper for its frills and pink card 

for the wings.  I was proud of what I made; all of our episodes are 

now out on the iPlayer -  we loved watching and showing the 

episodes to our family and friends! 

 

Rose has the main role of all of the Mini Monsters in episode 

making the leaf part but it was lots of fun.  The lady who ran the 

filming session was very friendly so I knew exactly what to do; I 
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Festival. 

 

Arthur has performed at the annual event designed to showcase talented artists 

from across the world before, although this year was especially memorable for 

him as he managed to achieve a 1st in his year 5 Piano performances playing a 

grade 7 piece   

 

It was another fantastic event this year, with so many young performers putting 

themselves in front of an audience and giving it their all! Every performance 

brought yet another moment between the young musicians, their instruments 

and the audience which we can only imagine has deepened a connection with 

music as it has with Arthur.  
 

Many congratulations to Arthur who consistently produces such high levels of ability and confidence 

when he is playing and we look forward to seeing and hearing much more of him in the future.  

SUPPORTING MIND AT THE MARATHON 

This weekend is the world famous London Marathon and we have runners competing 

in the junior version on Saturday and we are delighted to say, some parents taking 

part in the main event on Sunday.  Good luck to everyone taking part in the schools 

 

Meanwhile running the 26.2 mile (42.2km) route around South East, East and Central 

London is Imogen, mummy of Ted in Pixie Class who is shortly to be joined at Slade by 

younger sister Harriet.  Imogen will be running and raising money Mind, the mental 

health charity.  Imogen told us this week about her decision to run for this amazing 

for Mind because I think mental health is incredibly important.  Part of the reason I 

wanted to run for Mind is to help break down the stigma surrounding mental health. I 

feeling, let alone how to talk about it or who I would talk to. The work that Mind and 

our local West Kent Mind do is so important to support adults and children alike and 

also to advocate for positive change around mental health within our society.  

 

 

 

so via Just Giving: Just Giving: Mind at the London Marathon 

 

It promises to be an amazing day and the children are incredibly excited for mummy, 

through my training and they will be also during the event itself; they have done some 

wonderful drawings which have been made into t-

design (right) and on our front cover today. 

Wes Ivens- Gardiner, also a Pixie Class parent is also running and we wish both Wes 

and Imogen a successful run -  and well done for all of your efforts; the children and 

everyone at Slade are very proud of you! 

https://westkentmind.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/imogen-partridge-london-marathon-2026?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation&utm_content=d9c83ef7-cefd-41ee-a823-7f5d909acde0&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=


SUMMER IN FOREST SCHOOL 

Now that the warmer weather has reached us, a reminder of the different kit required for Forest 

School depending on the temperature and likelihood of rain. 

 

Summer Kit includes: 

¶ Thin long sleeved t- shirt   

¶ Thin long trousers 

¶ Lightweight jumper or fleece 

¶ Boots (trainers are fine in dry weather) 

 

The Green Rangers have been busy alongside Miss Hall this week preparing 

the area for a new term of outside learning.  They have also launched a new 

lunchtime activity centre for any pupil to pop into and join in, making 

Bookmarks, Friendship Bracelets and relaxing by doing some finger knitting.  

at lunchtimes out on the field, the new Green Rangers activity centre is the 

place to be to be creative in the shade! 
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¶ Sun hat and sun screen  

¶ Thin long trousers 

¶ Waterproof jacket/trousers if rain is possible 

¶ Carrier bag for muddy clothes 
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 FINAL OUTING OF THE SEASON FOR THE ANGELS 

Tonbridge Angels will play their final match of the 2025/26 season tomorrow, bringing to an end a 

largely successful campaign, the first under new boss Alan Dunne.  In their last league match the 

Angels smashed 6 past Farnborough in their clash in North Hampshire. 

Tomorrow, they take on the biggest club in the National League South, 

Torquay United.  The Gulls need a draw or, if results in other matches go 

against them, a win, to secure a play off place to compete to get promotion 

to the 5th tier of English football.  It promises to be another exciting match 

at Longmead in front of another big crowd as the Devon team have a 

fantastic away following.  Be there to send the Angels into the summer. 

Kick off is at the earlier time of 12:30, so you get football and loads of time 

in the afternoon as well!  Tickets can be purchased on the day or online: Buy Tickets  TAFC .  

Good luck to the team after a brilliant National League South season.  

JUDDIANS FAMILY DAY ENTRY 

We have been delighted to be able to give away 30 family tickets to Tonbridge 

Juddians Rugby Football Club for their National League 1match versus Leicester 

Lions tomorrow with a 15:00 kick off on our neighbours pitch.  There will be family 

fun including bouncy castles for the children at the match.  Each of the free tickets 

given away gain entry for two adults and children.  If you go along to the game, 

let us know with your pictures and we will feature them next week. 

https://tonbridgeangels.co.uk/buy-tickets/

