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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

learning to take place outdoors. Several year groups have also been out in 

the community with Year 2 visiting the Tonbridge Mosque as part of their 

 

Meanwhile, Year 5 had a fantastic trip to Carroty Wood, where they took 

part in activities such as climbing, swimming and the low ropes. Mr Duffin 

was incredibly impressed with the teamwork and encouragement for each 

other that the children showed throughout the day.  A shining example of 

this was the challenge to lift the tyre over the pole -  this team showed 

perseverance and became the first group that Mr Duffin has ever seen 

complete the task.  Well done!  From the photographs, it certainly looks 

their residential trip to PGL in Ashford. Mrs Stephens is currently finalising 

the plans, and a video for parents will be shared with you soon. 

 

Speaking of videos, I will shortly be sending an updated video for Year 5 parents, providing more 

detailed information about the secondary school application process, including the Kent Test 

(11+). I am just waiting for the final key dates from KCC before sharing this with you. 

Monday was particularly exciting, as many of us saw the new building for the first time. It was 

hard the builders must have worked over the weekend! Mrs Westwood (School Business 

everything is progressing well and remains on track. 

On Wednesday, we welcomed Gemma Willson, a Local Authority Safeguarding Advisor, into 

school. We had commissioned a safeguarding review to evaluate our current systems, celebrate 

what is working well and identify next steps. Gemma met with Mrs Stephens (our Designated 

pleased to share that it was a very positive visit, with safeguarding continuing to be a strong 

aspect of our school. 

That brings us to the end of the second week of Term 5 and a slightly longer weekend due to the 

Bank Holiday on Monday. Fingers crossed the sunny weather continues and not the weather that 

is forecasted (!) and that you are able to enjoy some time outdoors. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all next week, when we will already be halfway through the term! 

Viki 
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Monday 4 May               

National Holiday -  School closed to all pupils 

Tuesday 5 May        

¶ Sphinx Class Educational Visit to Radha Krishna Hindu Temple 

¶ Pegasus Class Swimming 

 

Thursday 7 May         

¶ Year 3 Educational Visit to Harry Potter Warner Bros Studios, Leavesden 

¶ Sphinx Class Swimming 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Wednesday 6 May       

¶ Phoenix Class Educational Visit to Radha Krishna Hindu Temple 

¶ Gruffalo Class Forest School 

 

Friday 8 May               

¶ Sprite Class Forest School  

 

 

 

Monday 4 May - Friday 8 May      

Deaf Awareness Week. 

See page 4 for full details 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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LOADING YOUR LONG WEEKEND 

A quick reminder that this weekend is the May Day Bank 

Holiday and therefore school is closed to all pupils on Monday 

4 May. 

 

Everyone at Slade wishes you a very happy, relaxing bank 

holiday weekend and we look forward to seeing you for a 

shorter week from Tuesday 5  May.    

PTA USED UNIFORM SALE 

Thankyou to the parents who have been asking about the date for the PTA 

Summer Uniform Sale. 

 

The sale was due to be held this week, but due to the ongoing building 

works which result in a much smaller area to safely hold the sale in, it has 

been decided to postpone the event until such a time when the space is 

returned. 

 

We will let you know via the newsletter and through the Today at Slade email as to the rearranged 

date when it is known.  

DEAF AWARENESS WEEK 

Next week, we will be celebrating Deaf Awareness Week as once again our Titan Class children 

deservedly take centre stage. 

 

BSL interpreter and Teaching Assistant Susie Martin has put together a plan of activities which will 

support the cause and promote inclusion across the school.  Activities include practical games and 

short videos with something planned for each day. Susie is looking forward to another fu filled 

-  

activities we have planned will be all about deafness and celebrating deaf culture, community and 

 

 

 

Deaf Awareness Week is an annual event raising awareness about 

deafness and celebrating British deaf culture, community, and history.  

This year, we're taking the opportunity to raise awareness of common signs of deafness and hearing 

loss, to help make sure deaf children get the right support as soon as possible. We're here to 

support families every step of the way.  

 

Find out more by visiting the NDCS website via this link: 

National Deaf Children's Society | For every deaf child . 

 

https://www.ndcs.org.uk/
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THE BUILDING HAS LANDED! 

Last Saturday was a momentous day in the history of Slade Primary School as Vic and his team from 

Integra Buildings saw in the delivery of our newest building on schedule and successfully planted in 

position between the Adventure Playground and the current Hippogriff Classroom. 

 

Thankyou to the parents who contacted us at the beginning of the week who were viewing the 

exciting delivery either from their own homes, or as they were coming into the area for their own 

weekend activities -  the project remains as planned and we are very pleased with progress so far, 

We are very pleased with the progress of the 

new fully accessible classroom and care unit. With the groundworks now complete and the unit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That next phase started this week when we have been joined on site by electricians from IDH Alarms 

and from Trustee Fire and Security to fit the intruder and fire alarm systems to the building which still 

has a bit of work to be completed before it is ready to be used.   

 

First- fix works are already underway, including the installation of 

electrical, fire and security systems, and the majority of the remaining work will now take place 

internally as we move towards handover. I would like to reassure parents and carers that the site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slade Primary School and Integra Buildings are grateful for the positive feedback given by our parent 

community for the work done and for their professionalism shown in engaging with parents and 

neighbours about the project and for keeping disruption to a minimum.  Your feedback has been 

shared with the site and management team at Integra Buildings. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, WATER HOUSE 

Water House Captains Peony and Isaac were very proud to be 

leading the 91 children across Slade who are in the blue house 

today in a non uniform event as a prize for winning the housepoint 

trophy in Term 3 which falls between Christmas and The February 

half- term. 

really, it seems like a really good way to reward everyone for getting 

so many housepoints; it also gives me and Peony the chance to 

easily see all of the children who are in Water House, so we can 

recognise them again through the rest of the year and to thank 

 

YEAR 2 VISIT TONBRIDGE MOSQUE 

Following the recent Year 1 visit to the Parish Church last term, our RE learning 

was back on the road this week as the Year 2 classes visited the local masjid -  a 

mosque and place of worship for people of Muslim faith, where prayers are held 

and community events held. 

 

Gnome Class visited on Tuesday and Mrs Manktelow let us know what the children 

had been up to: 

 

to those who follow Islam and why prayer happens at certain times of day .  He also explained that a 

Muslim would face towards the Kaaba in Mecca when praying and why this was. 

 

The children had the chance to try on some traditional Muslim dress and went on a hunt around the 

building to see what they could find, building on the knowledge already learnt in their RE lessons.  

They were able to identify different features of a Mosque especially the prayer mats and the Muslim 

-  

 

 

We would like to thank Hilal and all of the team at the Mosque for his hospitality and for helping the 

children expand their learning and understanding by seeing the objects that they had learnt about.  

Our thanks also to the parents who took time to walk with us, making the visits possible.  
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YEAR 5 ACTIVITY DAY AT CARROTY WOOD 

Adventure Learning centre in Higham Lane yesterday.   

 

The day began at 8:45 with an introduction to the site and the activities that Hydra 

and Wyvern Classes were to be taking part in.  Each activity would challenge the 

children in a fun way, to meet and beat their personal targets as well as working 

together as a team and individually, encouraging each other and having plenty of 

smiles and laughs on the way. 

 

The day included swimming, archery, rock climbing, time in the adventure 

playground, low ropes and Team Building games before ending in the early evening 

-  thankyou to all of our parents for arranging the different drop- off and collections; 

this was much appreciated and also to the team at Rock UK for putting on a great 

activity day for our Year 5 children. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


