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Dear Parents and Families,

learning to take place outdoors. Several year groups have also been out i fg
the community with Year 2 visiting the Tonbridge Mosque as part of theirf g &

Meanwhile, Year 5 had a fantastic trip to Carroty Wood, where they took
part in activities such as climbing, swimming and the low ropes. Mr Duffir{5s
was incredibly impressed with the teamwork and encouragement for
other that the children showed throughout the day. A shining example of#
this was the challenge to lift the tyre over the pole- this team showed

perseverance and became the first group that Mr Duffin has ever seen [
complete the task. Well done! From the photographs, it certainly looks

their residential trip to PGL in Ashford. Mrs Stephens is currently finalisinf
the plans, and a video for parents will be shared with you soon.

Speaking of videos, | will shortly be sending an updated video for Year 5 parents, providing more
detailed information about the secondary school application process, including the Kent Test
(11+). | am just waiting for the final key dates from KCC before sharing this with you.

Monday was particularly exciting, as many of us saw the new building for the first time. It was
hard the builders must have worked over the weekend! Mrs Westwood (School Business

everything is progressing well and remains on track.

On Wednesday, we welcomed Gemma Willson, a Local Authority Safeguarding Advisor, into
school. We had commissioned a safeguarding review to evaluate our current systems, celebrate
what is working well and identify next steps. Gemma met with Mrs Stephens (our Designated

pleased to share that it was a very positive visit, with safeguarding continuing to be a strong
aspect of our school.

That brings us to the end of the second week of Term 5 and a slightly longer weekend due to the
Bank Holiday on Monday. Fingers crossed the sunny weather continues and not the weather that
Is forecasted (!) and that you are able to enjoy some time outdoors.

| look forward to seeing you all next week, when we will already be halfway through the term!

Viki



Monday 4 May - Friday 8 May

Deaf Awareness Week.

See page 4 for full details

Monday 4 May
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National Holiday - School closed to all pupils

Tuesday 5 May

7 Sphinx Class Educational Visit to Radha Krishna Hindu Temple

17 Pegasus Class Swimming

Wednesday 6 May

1 Phoenix Class Educational Visit to Radha Krishna Hindu Temple

7 Gruffalo Class Forest School

Thursday 7 May

1 Year 3 Educational Visit to Harry Potter Warner Bros Studios, Leavesden

17 Sphinx Class Swimming

Friday 8 May

1 Sprite Class Forest School

Looking Further Ahead?

the school website



https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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A quick reminder that this weekend is the May Day Bank
Holiday and therefore school is closed to all pupils on Monday
4 May.

Everyone at Slade wishes you a very happy, relaxing bank
holiday weekend and we look forward to seeing you for a
shorter week from Tuesday 5 May.

Thankyou to the parents who have been asking about the date for the PTA
Summer Uniform Sale.

The sale was due to be held this week, but due to the ongoing building

works which result in a much smaller area to safely hold the sale in, it h

been decided to postpone the event until such a time when the space is
returned.

We will let you know via the newsletter and through the Today at Slade email as to the rearranged
date when it is known.

DEAF AWARENESS WEEK

Next week, we will be celebrating Deaf Awareness Week as once again our Titan Class children
deservedly take centre stage.

BSL interpreter and Teaching Assistant Susie Martin has put together a plan of activities which will
support the cause and promote inclusion across the school. Activities include practical games and
short videos with something planned for each day. Susie is looking forward to another fu filled

activities we have planned will be all about deafness and celebrating deaf culture, community and

.. National

_ﬁk— Deaf Children’s
Deaf Awareness Week is an annual event raising awareness about Society
deafness and celebrating British deaf culture, community, and history.

This year, we're taking the opportunity to raise awareness of common signs of deafness and hearing
loss, to help make sure deaf children get the right support as soon as possible. We're here to
support families every step of the way.

Find out more by visiting the NDCS website via this link:

National Deaf Children's Society | For every deaf child



https://www.ndcs.org.uk/
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THE BUILDING HAS LANDED!

Last Saturday was a momentous day in the history of Slade Primary School as Vic and his team from
Integra Buildings saw in the delivery of our newest building on schedule and successfully planted in
position between the Adventure Playground and the current Hippogriff Classroom.

Thankyou to the parents who contacted us at the beginning of the week who were viewing the
exciting delivery either from their own homes, or as they were coming into the area for their own
weekend activities- the project remains as planned and we are very pleased with progress so far,
We are very pleased with the progress of the
new fully accessible classroom and care unit. With the groundworks now complete and the unit
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That next phase started this week when we have been joined on site by electricians from IDH Alarms
and from Trustee Fire and Security to fit the intruder and fire alarm systems to the building which still
has a bit of work to be completed before it is ready to be used.

First fix works are already underway, including the installation of
electrical, fire and security systems, and the majority of the remaining work will now take place
internally as we move towards handover. | would like to reassure parents and carers that the site

Slade Primary School and Integra Buildings are grateful for the positive feedback given by our parent
community for the work done and for their professionalism shown in engaging with parents and
neighbours about the project and for keeping disruption to a minimum. Your feedback has been
shared with the site and management team at Integra Buildings.

infegra| |

buildings




YEAR 2 VISIT TONBRIDGE MOSQUE

Following the recent Year 1 visit to the Parish Church last term, our RE learning
was back on the road this week as the Year 2 classes visited the local masjid
mosque and place of worship for people of Muslim faith, where prayers are held
and community events held.

had been up to:

to those who follow Islam and why prayer happens at certain times of day . He also explained that a
Muslim would face towards the Kaaba in Mecca when praying and why this was.

The children had the chance to try on some traditional Muslim dress and went on a hunt around the
building to see what they could find, building on the knowledge already learnt in their RE lessons.
They were able to identify different features of a Mosque especially the prayer mats and the Muslim

We would like to thank Hilal and all of the team at the Mosque for his hospitality and for helping the
children expand their learning and understanding by seeing the objects that they had learnt about.
Our thanks also to the parents who took time to walk with us, making the visits possible.

CONGRATULATIONS, WATER HOUSE

Water House Captains Peony and Isaac were very proud to be
leading the 91 children across Slade who are in the blue house
today in a non uniform event as a prize for winning the housepoint |
trophy in Term 3 which falls between Christmas and The February i
half- term.

really, it seems like a really good way to reward everyone for gettin
SO0 many housepoints; it also gives me and Peony the chance to
easily see all of the children who are in Water House, so we can
recognise them again through the rest of the year and to thank
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YEAR 5 ACTIVITY DAY AT CARROTY WOOD

Adventure Learning centre in Higham Lane yesterday.

The day began at 8:45 with an introduction to the site and the activities that Hydra
and Wyvern Classes were to be taking part in. Each activity would challenge the
children in a fun way, to meet and beat their personal targets as well as working
together as a team and individually, encouraging each other and having plenty of
smiles and laughs on the way.

The day included swimming, archery, rock climbing, time in the adventure
playground, low ropes and Team Building games before ending in the early evenin
- thankyou to all of our parents for arranging the different drop- off and collections;
this was much appreciated and also to the team at Rock UK for putting on a great
activity day for our Year 5 children.




SAFETY OUTSIDE OF THE HOME

4:§%h Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Stephens.

on staying safe beyond the home. Whether walking to school, playing with friends, or travelling
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Road safety reminders

Please take time to reinforce key road safety messages with your child:

- Always stop, look, and listen before crossing the road

- Use designated crossings where possible (zebra, pelican, or lollipop crossings)
- Avoid distractions such as mobile devices when near roads

- Make sure children know the importance of wearing seatbelts and using appropriate car seats

- Plan and practise a safe, familiar route together
- Encourage walking with friends or siblings where possible
- ldentify safe places along the route (e.g. shops, school, or known community spots)

- Remind children to stay alert and avoid shortcuts through isolated areas

of keeping them safe:

- Teach children that a stranger is anyone they do not know well, not just someone who looks
unfamiliar

Top tip for families

approaches you? Practising responses can help children feel more confident and prepared.

By working together and having regular conversations, we can help children develop the
confidence and awareness they need to stay safe in the wider community.




%
=
&)
Z
=
O

SLADE AT THE TCS MINI MARATHON

What a wonderful experience it was for our mini marathon runners last Saturday as they trod the path
that the following day would see the fastest ever Marathon finish that of Sabastian Sawe, the Kenyan
who ran the 26+ mile course in 1 hour, 59 Minutes and 30 seconds! Our young and aspiring athletes
had the treat of running along the lasty stretches of the course and across the finish line of one of the

Marathon - an annual event where schools are invited to run a one mile or a 2.6km route that took in
some of the most iconic sites of the capital city with their start line on Horse Guards Parade, past
Buckingham Palace and along The Mall to the finish line.

Entertainment was provided for the traditional warm up exercises which took place in the Horse Guards
Parade- home of the famous Trooping of the Colour ceremony before taking to the road track for the
run. Participants were cheered on by crowds from around the world and took home with them a very
special TCS London Marathon medal, their own timed result and a bottle of water from sponsors,
Buxton. Miss Garrett and Mrs Stephens ran with the children alongside Fithess and Wellbeing
Champion Wendy Ball and all agreed it was a very exciting and special event to be part of. Parents and
other members of staff were supporting the Slade runners throughout and we thank everyone who

went along, ran or shared these photographs as a memory of the day.
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MINI MARATHON GALLERY
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supporting crowds, the last 2
metres or so, run celebration
and picnic in the park!
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CONGRATULATIONS, IMOGEN AND WES

§ community were taking part in the TCS London Marathon, we are
incredibly pleased to report that both Imogen and Wes completed the
marathon on Sunday in great times, especially given the change in
weather, which meant runners were competing in conditions much warmer

to those that they had done most of their training.

Crowdfunding For Good From JustGiving

Marathon and especially that | managed to complete it in 6 hours 354
mins, 26 minutes faster than my previous time. | am also over the
moon that we are also part of an official Guinness World Record for

mental health charity,Mind.

é‘}ﬁ

| managed to finish in 4:27:40 and have raised v

over £3,400 for Mind (so far) which is wonderful.

| think the thing that stuck out for me is seeing people of all ages and abilities,
coming together with this one shared goal and having the determination to
keep going and get to the end. It was really moving to read so many tributes
on peoples tops running round and the support was incredible.

London Marathon for Mind.

Both Wes and Imogen had their families supporting them as you can see from
the pictures, all of who were very proud of their achievementsTed had a great ¥
time supporting with his sister, family and friends too and it was so good to see
them on the course and at the end!They were everything our athletes needed

Ted had a great time supporting with his sister, family and

London Marathon and it was lovely seeing him finish we all went to the park



https://agoonoree.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/wes-ivens-gardiner?utm_medium=CF&utm_source=CL
https://westkentmind.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/imogen-partridge-london-marathon-2026?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation&utm_content=d9c83ef7-cefd-41ee-a823-7f5d909acde0&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=
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END OF SEASON WIN FOR TJs

The Slade last Saturday for Tonbridge Juddians Rugby Football Club National League 1 fixture against
Leicester Lions.

Just like their football counterparts this year, the family day ended in a superb victory for the home side
running out massive 83:14 winners against the visitors from the East Midlands.

The TJs website shared this report of the match:

The Slade was bathed in glorious sunshine for Super Saturday and the home crowd were treated to an .
- 14 home win over Leicester Lions in the final national 1 Round of the season.

Whilst the Lions led 5 7 after a few minutes it was one way traffic from there as Tjs ran in 9 first half tries
and a further 4 after the break. Curtis Barnes led the way with 6 tries whilst Connor Lloyd and Tom
Mannix shared the kicking duties

Leicester Lions were already relegated and they are joined by Sedgley Park and Clifton who both lost ol
the final day 61- 40 at Rams and 5228 at Blackheath respectively. Birmingham & Moseley escaped the
automatic drop with a 35 33 home win over Bishop's Stortford but they now have a playoff to navigate
to retain their N1 spot

At the top Rotherham sealed promotion to The Champ with a 3426 win over Sale. Blackheath finished
second and have a playoff against Plymouth who beat Leeds Tykes-52H.

Read more about the club, and see pictures from the weekend vid:onbridge Juddians RFC
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Thankyou to Henry and his family for sharing his photographs of a great day at the rugby.

As the TJs report suggests, Saturday was the last day of the 2025/26 season for the team finished in a
very creditable mid table in National League 1. Our local football heroes also completed their National
League South campaign last week as Tonbridge Angels suffered a 1:2 defeat against the biggest team |
the division; play off finishing and promotion hopefuls Torquay United. The Gulls fans were particularly
Impressed with the set up at Tonbridge Angels as both set of supporters mingled and enjoyed the
sunshine, football, food and drink together- just as it should be! The attendance at Longmead was 202¢
and helped the Angels reach their highest ever average gate over a season. A true sign of good times ¢
the club and proof of the growth of support in local sport.

We look forward to working with both our brilliant local football and rugby clubs again next season.
Now, anyone know a cricket club with some tickets to give away?!


https://www.tjrfc.co.uk/

On Monday, our cricket season started with a run out at Tonbridge Cricket Club for the Year 3 and 4
Dynamos Competition.

Mrs Buckland travelled with the team and told us all about the day; she writes:

Slade were able to field two teams in the Dynamos tournament at the beginning of this week | am

After the successful group stages which saw matches against Yalding, Ide Hill, Woodlands, Bishop
Chavasse and Sussex Road, the two Slade teams met in one of the semi finals. After a close match,

The final was against Ide Hill, who always field strong teams. It is with delight that | can say that
Slade Rockets won, helped by getting five of the Ide Hill batters out (bowled, caught and stumped)
whereas lde Hill were unable to get any of the Rockets out!

Both teams should be very proud of the their performances and were a credit to the school.

Many thanks to all of the parents who accompanied their children, allowing our participation in this
competition. Your support was invaluable to the success of both teams.

Slade Rockets will now go through to the Kent Finals Day in July.
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YEAR 3 TEAM BUILDING

edition of their Team Building activity evening on Thursday evening. The B0
children had a great time working together to meet the challenges set by the Y f
older pupils from Skinners, who we thank for their organisation and assistance

during the event. P




BE PART OF THE DRAGON BOAT CREW!

The Slade Primary School PTA will be taking part in the annual
Tonbridge Dragon Boat Race, a hugely popular event which takes place
on the River Medway each September.and they are looking for crew
members!

Thousands line the banks and bridges of the river between the Canoe

Club and The Big Bridge as boats compete against each other in fun,
river races- and we are giving you the chance to be part of the action!

newsletter. Places are limited as our vessel is a dragon boat rather than
a cross channel ferry, so in the event that places are over subscribed, a
ballot will be held to form the final crew.

The ballot will close on Friday 8 May! With thanks to our sponsors, all money raised (including
from the participant sign up fee and stall on the day) will go to the PTA.

Date: Sunday 6' September

Time: Approximately 8:00am 4:00pm (with breaks throughout the day)

Commitment: This is a full day event, and participants will be expected to attend for the entire
day. All team members will have at least 2 races over the course of the day. If we reach the final,
the crew will be selected by random. We will also have a stall on the river front that all team
mates can use as a base and help with in short intervals

Fee:£25 per rower (this goes straight to the PTA)

Experience: No experience needed full training/tactics will be provided on the day

Suitability: Open to all abilities and fitness levels

The Slade Dragons are sponsored by:

Ellis & Co Tonbridge-

Sixty Five MM Coffee



https://www.ellisandco.co.uk/estate-agents-and-letting-agents/branch/tonbridge/
https://www.65mmcoffee.co.uk/

