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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

Although this has been a four- day week, we have certainly managed to fit a great deal in! 

This week in school, we have been celebrating Deaf Awareness Week which is another valuable 

and within the wider community. The week was thoughtfully organised by our very own Mrs 

Martin, who provided a range of engaging activities for the children to take part in. A big thank 

you to Mrs Martin for all her time and effort, and for helping us to ensure that our school 

continues to be a fully inclusive environment. 

A particular highlight this week was the Year 4 trip to London, where Phoenix and Sphinx Classes 

Hinduism. Feedback from the children, staff, and the parents who kindly supported the visit has 

been extremely positive. It was especially lovely to hear how the children were able to immerse 

themselves in a culture that many may not have experienced before. 

As you know, we have continued to develop our programme of educational visits this year, with 

additional trips to support learning in RE and Geography. These experiences are designed to 

bring learning to life beyond the classroom, giving all children opportunities to engage with local 

communities and to visit places across the South East that they may not otherwise experience. 

Behind the scenes, Mrs Stephens is continuing to refine our future trip offer alongside the team, 

taking into account recent curriculum updates in line with DfE guidance, as well as the need to 

keep costs manageable in light of ongoing financial pressures. We aim to share the full 

programme of trips for the next academic year in Term 6, ahead of the summer holidays. 

Looking ahead, I am pleased to confirm that the final INSET day for the next academic year has 

now been scheduled for Monday 2nd November. This should provide families with a slightly 

extended October half- term break. 

Thank you for your patience while we ensured these dates were carefully planned to support the 

continued professional development of our staff team. Please also take a moment to note key 

dates for the next academic year in your diaries to ensure your children are in school when 

expected. Our whole school attendance this year is going extremely well however please be 

mindful of when holidays are booked as even though I completely understand the financial 

pressures during the holidays, there is clear guidance that I must follow as Headteacher, meaning 

holidays cannot be authorised and may result in a penalty notice from KCC. 

Next week, our Year 6 pupils will be completing their End of Key Stage 2 statutory assessments. As 

shared in my letter earlier this week to the parents and carers of Year 6, these assessments are 

simply an opportunity for the children to demonstrate what they have learned during their time at 

primary school. We ask only that they try their best. We are incredibly proud of each and every 

one of them for the progress they have made during their time at Slade and by this time next 

week, it will all be over! 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. I can hardly believe that next week will be the penultimate 

week of Term 5. See you on the gate! 

Viki  
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Monday 11 May               

¶ Year 6 SATs -  English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

Tuesday 12 May        

¶ Year 6 SATs -  English Reading 

¶ Pegasus Class Swimming 

 

Thursday 14 May         

¶ Year 6 SATs -  Maths (Reasoning) 

¶ Sphinx Class Swimming -  This is the last session 

¶ Hippogriff Class Forest School 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Wednesday 13 May       

¶ Year 6 SATs -  Maths (Arithmetic and Reasoning) 

¶ Green Rangers Forest School Working Psrty 

 

Friday 15 May               

¶ Pegasus Class Forest School  

¶ Air House Non Uniform Day -  See Page 10 for full details 

Monday 11 May - Thursday 14 May      

Year 6 End of Key Stage 2 Statutory Assessment Tests. 

See Page 4 for full details 

Sunday 17 May              

¶ 19:00 -  -   

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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END OF KS2 STATUTORY ASSESSMENT TESTS 

Next week, exam season kicks off at all levels of education in England.  We are no different and our 

Year 6 children will be taking part in the annual End of Key Stage Assessments as they prepare to 

leave Key Stage 2 and transfer to Key Stage 3 at their new Secondary Schools. 

The SATs provide each child in Year 6 the chance to show off all that they have learnt at primary 

school and whilst they take place under controlled conditions, we do not want the children to worry 

about the assessments.  As Miss Garrett said when writing to parents of children in Griffin and 

We are incredibly proud of how hard they have worked, and our message 

 

We urge everyone to be in school on time to allow the tests to begin as soon as registration has 

been done.   

To help support the children next week, it is advised to make sure that they have had a relaxed 

evening with the recommended period of sleep and a healthy breakfast before coming to school. 

If there is an unavoidable reason for any member of Year 6 to attend school, then the normal 

process should be undertaken by emailing school via attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk as soon as 

possible and in any event before 08:30 of the morning of absence.  The plans on how absent 

children will be able to take the assessment will be shared at that point with their parents. 

The timetable for the SATs is the same in every school in the country.  It looks like this: 

Monday 11 May -  English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling  

Tuesday 12 May -  English Reading 

Wednesday 13 May -  Mathematics (Arithmetic and Reasoning)  

Thursday 14 May -  Mathematics (Reasoning)  

 

We would like to wish all of the children in Year 6 much success next week -  with the promise of 

much more fun ahead for the rest of this term and next as we head towards the summer holiday.  

This includes of course the Year 6 Residential Activity in Ashford; more plans of which were shared 

yesterday by Mrs Stephens. 

 

Find out more about the SATs via The Education Hub from gov.uk: 

KS2 SATs 2026: What parents need to know   The Education Hub   

mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/03/ks2-sats-2026-what-parents-need-to-know/


 
 

 

S
la

d
e

 J
o

u
rn

a
l: 

A
ro

u
n

d
 S

ch
o
o

l 
DEAF AWARENESS WEEK AT SLADE 

This week has been Deaf Awareness Week nationally and all of the children hat Slade have enjoyed a 

week of activities planned and delivered by Titan Hearing Impaired Provision Teaching Assistant and 

fully qualified British Sign Language ( BSL) user and interpreter, Susie Martin. 

 

Our massive thanks to Suzie and all of our children in the Titan Provision for their help as we 

supported this awareness week so close to the hearts of everyone at Slade. 

 

-  

we have been learning using a range of videos, games and other activities with each day having a 

particular focus and a different sign to learn. 

 

Tuesday: Deaf Awareness and BSL    

Sign of the Day: Together (Unite) :  

media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/16239.mp4  

 

The learning looked at breaking down communication barriers, 

helping to create an inclusive environment. The children used 

this poster produced by deaf charity Signature to help them. 

 

They also watched this video as an introduction to the week 

which features deaf children who use BSL as their first language 

as they discuss their Deaf cultural identity: 

Deaf Awareness Week -  primary assembly resources -  BBC 

Teach. 

 

The classes then practised some BSL using words which show 

Society: 

 British Sign Language (BSL) Signs for Feelings and Emotions -  

YouTube  

 

 

Wednesday: Silent Communication  

Sign of the Day: Communication: media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/4748.mp4  

 

Lip reading is very important because it helps many deaf people understand what is being said when 

other support might not be available.  See how well you can do on the game we played in school this 

week: Testing Your Lipreading Skills -  Lipreading.org . 

 

Also on Wednesday, we played a sound awareness game using everyday sounds -  this game (which 

you can play here: Guess the Sound Game | 20 Sounds to Guess ) helps us to understand what it can 

be like for people who are deaf or have hearig loss.  They have to work much harder to figure things 

 

 

 

As is normal on a Wednesday, Mrs Martin ran her successful and popular 

Signing Choir which takes place in the Deacon House Hall at 12:30 -  it is a 

great way to learn BSL through some brilliant tunes in a fun and enjoyable 

way -  all are welcome! 

https://media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/16239.mp4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zdb2khv#zyxbp9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zdb2khv#zyxbp9q
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLibdbQXeyr2391ZrCVtAhRfaaHkNg5npr
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLibdbQXeyr2391ZrCVtAhRfaaHkNg5npr
https://media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/4748.mp4
https://www.lipreading.org/test-your-lipreading-skills
https://www.google.com/search?hl=en-GB&hl=en-GB&client=ms-android-samsung-ss&hs=2Smp&sca_esv=9f8463f094060b86&q=everyday+sounds+video&docid=-3opaZQYXgIZCM&ibp=video&shem=rimspwouoe&shndl=41&shmd=H4sIAAAAAAAA_42Rz27TQBCHhQoXPwKn6YUIpDh_WiESyYqaNLXbpk6og0RO0doe
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DEAF AWARENESS WEEK AT SLADE 

Thursday: Understanding Deaf Experiences    

Sign of the Day: Deaf Community: media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/252818.mp4. 

 

Yesterday, we had the chance to watch the views of some high profile deaf role models; these proud 

members of the Deaf Community show us that hearing loss does not hold you back and that you can 

achieve anything you set your mind to -  this proved to be an important message for our children 

about breaking barriers and believing in themselves. 

 

We heard from: 

 

Youtuber Jazzy, Punk Chef and Rose Ayling- Ellis who all have a very special 

message for everyone at Slade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday: Celebration and Sharing  

Sign of the Day: Respect: media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/18270.mp4 

 

Today, the children have been having a recap and a chance to show how much 

they have remembered from the week. 

 

They have been planning a poster with ideas including top tips for communicating with the deaf 

community, why it is important to be Deaf Aware and why we should all learn and use BSL. 

 

The posters will be finished before the end of term and we will see some of the winning designs 

displayed around school and here in the newsletter in the coming weeks! 

https://media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/252818.mp4
https://sladeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/StaffPublic/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FStaffPublic%2FShared%20Documents%2FBSL%2FJazzy%20Youtuber%2EMP4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E452a3169%2Dafeb%2D4217%2Dba55%25
https://sladeschool.sharepoint.com/sites/StaffPublic/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FStaffPublic%2FShared%20Documents%2FBSL%2FPunk%20Chef%2EMP4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E9087883a%2Dd228%2D48bd%2D982f%2Dda1
https://media.spreadthesign.com/video/mp4/1/18270.mp4

