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Dear Parents and Families, 

We have now reached the end of Term 5 and what a wonderfully busy and successful term it has 

been. It really does feel as though it has flown by! 

This week has been another full and exciting one in school. On Wednesday, we were delighted to 

welcome our school Governors for their annual monitoring day. As Governors, their role is to act 

as the eyes and ears of our children, and spending time in school allows them to gain a valuable 

snapshot of daily life across all year groups. During their visit, they observed learning, experienced 

the rhythm of the school day, and met with staff who lead key areas of school improvement. 

These discussions help Governors understand both the many strengths of the school and the 

challenges we continue to face on a daily basis. I would like to extend a huge thank you to all of 

our Governors for generously giving their time, not only on Wednesday but throughout the entire 

school year, to help ensure that all 420 children at Slade receive the very best education and 

opportunities possible. 

Cricket Ground in London alongside Mrs Ball and Mrs Buckland. Slade was selected to represent 

exciting activities designed to further develop their love of cricket. They also had the chance to 

meet several high- profile cricketers, making it a day they are unlikely to forget! A big thank you to 

Chance to Shine for providing such an incredible experience for our pupils. 

I would also like to give a very special mention to Poppy in Sphinx Class, who I am thrilled to 

announce has been named the Young Poet Laureate for the whole of the South East! This is an 

absolutely remarkable achievement and one that we are all incredibly proud of. Over the coming 

year, Poppy will act as a poetry ambassador, promoting reading, writing, performance and the 

celebration of poetry across the region. We were fortunate enough to hear Poppy perform during 

young person she is. We know she will be a wonderful role model for others. Well done, Poppy! 

I would also like to thank the lovely Mrs Burnside for leading this opportunity and supporting the 

children throughout the competition process. We are incredibly fortunate to have staff who 

willingly give their time and energy to create such memorable experiences for our children. 

So, that brings us to the end of the penultimate term of the academic year! As always, Term 6 

promises to be an extremely busy and exciting one, with more trips planned for many classes, 

alongside some of our favourite school events such as Sports Day and Open Evening. 

Please continue to keep an eye on the school calendar in the weekly newsletter and on the school 

website to stay up to date with upcoming events. And, of course, Mr Laws will continue to help 

keep us all organised with his daily emails! 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support, and I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 

Viki 
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Monday 1 June               

¶ First Day of Term 6 

 

Tuesday 2 June        

¶ Pegasus Class Swimming 

¶ Skinners School to visit new Year 7 pupils 

¶ Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Girls to visit new Year 7 pupils 

Thursday 4 June         

¶ Wyvern Class Forest School 

¶ Hippogriff Class Swimming  

¶ 16:00 -  Colours in Motion Show.  Details known to participants 

 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Wednesday 3 June      

¶ Green Rangers Forest School Working Party 

¶ Hillview School for Girls to visit new Year 7 pupils 

¶ 17:30 -  Tonbridge Swimming Club Swimming Gala.  Details known to participants 

Friday 5 June              

¶ Hydra Class Forest School  

 

Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May              

¶ Summer Terms Break -  School closed to all pupils 

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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SUMMER PART 1, DONE 

That is Term 5 done and dusted for another year -  next week is the Summer Terms Break followed 

by the long run in that is Term 6. 

Term 6 runs from Monday 1 June to Friday 17 July inclusive and includes lots of highlights including 

our annual Sports Day -  

planning. 

We hope that you all have a wonderful long holiday weekend and half term break and we look 

forward to seeing you in June. 

There are lots of events in and out of school during June and July -  you can see a full list on the 

provide any consent or payment for any event by visiting the Trips and Clubs sections on your Arbor 

account.  If you have any questions, contact us via finance@slade.kent.sch.uk.  

PROUD TO BE SLADE 

We were delighted this week to have received a message from a member of the public following the 

local schools football tournament last week. 

 

Bob wrote to us as a parent of one of the young referees working at the event: 

Friday at the "Primary Schools World Cup". With their attitude to playing, 

they were a real credit to the school.   They seemed to be having the most 

fun of all the teams there, while still playing positively.  

 

My daughter was one of the referees, who told me on the way home, that 

 

We have written back to Bob to thank him for his kind words and the girls in 

the team have received values certificates in Celebration Assembly this 

morning.  

MULTIPLICATION TABLES SCREENING 

Our Year 4 children will be taking part in the national Multiplication Screening assessments from the 

first week back in June.   

Parents and Carers of children in Sphinx and Phoenix Classes can see what these assessments look 

like by visiting timestables.co.uk.  The government also have advice for parents about these 

assessments, which can be viewed here, via GOV.UK: Multiplication tables check -  GOV.UK. 

Children do not need to do any extra preparation for the assessment, but can continue to practise 

their times tables using Times Tables Rockstars or through the timestables.co.uk site which gives 

them a real feel on what the screening looks like. 

Individual results to the Multiplication Tables screening will be included in the annual end of year 

report due to be downloaded in the week of 13 July. 

mailto:finance@slade.kent.sch.uk
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
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SPORTS DAY: THURSDAY 18 JUNE 

Parents, Carers, friends and family are all invited to our annual Sports Day, held on the school field 

and all going to plan weather wise on Thursday 18 June. 

 

EYFS, Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2) and Year 3 

The event for children in EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Year 3 takes place in the morning between 09:15 and 

11:15. Anyone who wishes to come to support should enter via the Hawden Road Gate after 

dropping off the children in the normal places at the normal time.  The gates will be opened shortly 

after 9:00 and will be manned throughout the event for those that need to arrive later or leave earlier 

than the scheduled finish. 

Carousel Events will include Hurdles, Egg and Spoon, Bean Bag Throws, Obstacle Course, Javelin, 

Space Hopper Bounce, Football Dribble and Shuttle Runs before the traditional 100m running races 

and relays with the results and presentations taking us to the finish time of approximately 11:15. 

 

Years 4, 5 and 6 

The event for children in Year 4, 5 and 6 will take place in the afternoon between 13:30 and 15:00. 

Anyone who wishes to come to support should enter via the Hawden Road Gate. The gates will be 

opened at 13:15 and will be manned throughout the event for those that need to arrive later or leave 

earlier than the scheduled finish. 

Carousel Events will include Hockey Dribble. Hurdles, Ladder, Speed Bounce, Bench Circuit, Javelin, 

Bean Bag Throw and Space Hopper Bounce before the traditional 100m running races and relays with 

the results and presentations taking us to the finish time of approximately 15:00. 

around the carousel events before watching the races from the inside straight of the track.  We ask 

that supporters do not attempt to cross the track to where the children are waiting or performing. 

We look forward to seeing you for Sports Day on 18 June. 

 

In the event of bad weather or forecast bad weather on the day, we will 

endeavour to make sure parents are informed as early as possible of 

any postponement or alteration to the scheduled programme-  this will 

be via SMS message as soon as the postponement or alteration is 

known.  The reserve day is Thursday 25 June. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact your class teacher via the class email address in the first 

instance. 
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MEET THE YOUNG POET LAURETTE  

Last week we reported on the amazing story that one of our own, Poppy, had been 

shortlisted for the prestigious title of Young Poet Laurette of the Year with detail of the 

shortlisting event at the London headquarters of world renowned publishers: Faber which 

she attended with Mrs Burnside. 

 

We are even more delighted to update the story this week with the news that Poppy was informed 

the role over the 20+ other competitors also shortlisted. We are all so happy for Poppy and she has 

received congratulations from everyone at school who are also incredibly proud that a pupil from 

Slade has been successfully appointed into such an important and illustrious position. 

 

The Young Poet Laurette team at the National Literacy Trust sent this message to the school: 

 

 Poppy in attending the recent Southeast Masterclass for the 

Young Poet Laureate programme. It was an inspiring day, filled with exceptional poetry and 

performances from young writers across the region.  

  

Congratulations !   

  

We are thrilled to let you know that Poppy has been selected as the Young Poet 

Laureate for Southeast. This is an exceptional achievement, and we cannot wait to 

work with her.   

Poppy was chosen by the judging panel, which included Poet Laureate Simon 

Armitage (left). The judges loved Poppy's poem and the dynamic quality of her 

performance, saying that it was exuberant, expressive and memorable.  

 

They also noted the positive contributions that Poppy made to the workshop discussions. She truly 

has so much potential. 

  

We hope Poppy feels incredibly proud of this remarkable accomplishment.  

 

As Young Poet Laureate, Poppy will act as a poetry ambassador for the region, promoting reading, 

writing, performing and celebrating poetry. But the role also provides a development opportunity for 

her as she will receive professional mentoring along the way.   

 

We are incredibly proud of Poppy and all they have achieved. Becoming a Young Poet Laureate is a 

remarkable milestone and we look forward to working with her and Slade Primary School as well as 

 

 

Well done Poppy and thankyou to Mrs Burnside for supporting Poppy with this achievement and for 

promoting poetry across the school which has inspired this competition success.  The Poetry Crew 

will be out and about across Slade passing on some of that inspiration -  and we cannot wait to hear 

For her part, Poppy told us how excited she was following the news,  

  

Laurette, I screamed!  I screamed so loud with excitement -  I think my mum did 

as well when Mrs Burnside telephoned her to let us know.  It is still amazing and I 

am really looking forward to finding out what I will be doing -  it all sounds so 
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YEAR 1 VISIT CHESSINGTON 

 

Earlier this week, Our Year 1 Classes took 

to the road as they visited Chessington 

World of Adventures and Zoo Park.  This 

was their summer Educational Visit linked 

to their topics of categorising animals and 

learning about their habitats. 

 

Mr Clark loves a day trip write up and we 

are pleased to share his notes with you: 

 

Our day began with the distinct feeling of 

dread due to a combination of poor 

weather and over an hour and a half on 

the M25! 

 

Once we arrived at Chessington however, 

blue skies appeared and the fun began. 

 

We headed (slowly, due to Mr Clark's map 

reading skills leaving a lot to be desired) 

towards the Zufari, a bumpy ride in a truck 

to see some beautiful giraffes (and other 

animals) up close.  

 

Following this, we tucked into some lunch 

before visiting the aquarium, where the 

children enjoyed finding Nemo, spotting 

upside down jellyfish, and cowering in fear 

from sharks! We were also lucky enough 

to see the penguins at feeding time. 

 

We visited the zoo, with the gorillas being 

particularly entertaining, before enjoying 

The Gruffalo Ride to end the day, which all 

the children loved. 

 

Luckily, our journey home took half the 

time, and we all slept particularly well. 


