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Dear Parents and Families, 

Firstly, I would like to say a huge well done to all of the children and staff for their resilience 

during this exceptionally hot week in school. Throughout the week, a number of adjustments were 

made to the school day in response to the weather to ensure everyone remained as safe and 

comfortable as possible. The children adapted brilliantly to these changes, and we were fortunate 

to be able to make use of the air-conditioned areas within the school, as well as shaded outdoor 

spaces, to help keep everyone cool. Here's hoping for a much cooler week ahead, especially as we 

have a busy and exciting week of events coming up! 

A special congratulations also goes to our Year 6 children 

and the staff who accompanied them on their residential 

trip to PGL in Ashford this week. They certainly faced their 

own challenges, particularly during the very warm nights! It 

was an absolute pleasure to visit them at the start of the 

week, which already feels like a lifetime ago. The children 

were full of enthusiasm as they shared stories from their 

day, including their raft-building activities on the lake and, 

of course, tales of staff members ending up in the water! 

Year 6 will now be turning their attention to their 

production of Oliver! and the many other end-of-term 

activities ahead. I can hardly believe they only have a few 

more weeks with us before they move on to secondary school. 

This week, Mrs Ball informed me that we have been awarded the Platinum School Games Award. 

This prestigious achievement can only be awarded to schools that have held the Gold Award for 

at least four years and can demonstrate the impact that sport has across the school community. 

As many of you know, sport plays a significant role in life at Slade, with children, particularly in Key 

Stage 2, having access to a wide range of sporting opportunities that certainly were not available 

when I was at school! Thank you to Mrs Ball for her dedication and hard work in her role as 

Fitness and Wellbeing Champion, and thank you also to the wider staff team. A great deal of work 

happens behind the scenes to ensure we continue to provide such a strong sporting offer for our 

pupils. 

I would like to share a staffing update. Yanina Dunton, our Finance Administrator, 

will unfortunately be leaving us at the end of this academic year. I would like to 

thank Yanina for her hard work, commitment, and dedication to the school over the 

past two years, and wish her every success and happiness for the future. 

As I mentioned earlier, we have a very busy week ahead. We are looking forward to welcoming 

the parents and carers of our September 2026 EYFS intake to school for their information 

meeting, and on Thursday we will welcome our new EYFS pupils as they take part in our whole-

school transition day. On Wednesday, we have our Colour Run, which will help raise valuable 

funds for the school, and on Friday a number of pupils will be representing the school at Hillfest 

at Tonbridge Castle. This is of course in addition to all the wonderful learning that continues to 

happen! 

I hope temperatures begin to ease over the weekend so that everyone can enjoy a good night's 

sleep and return refreshed for another exciting week ahead. 

Viki 
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Monday 29 June               

• 13:30 - Hearing Impaired Toddler Group  

Tuesday 30 June        

• PCSO Toni Matthew to visit Year 6 

• Hippogriff Class Swimming Lesson 

• 18:15 (For 18:30 start) - EYFS26 New Entrants Parent Meeting 

Thursday 2 July         

• School Transition Day - See Page 4 

 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

Our yearly planner can be found on Page 15 of today’s newsletter and online via the school website. 

Wednesday 1 July        

• 09:15 (For 09:30 start) - EYFS26 New Entrants Parent Meeting 

• Year 5 Tonbridge School Community Day 

• Tonbridge School Colour Run - See Page 10 

Friday 3 July              

• Year 2 (Gnome and Sprite Class) Forest school 

• Hillview School Music and Art Festival - Detail known to participants 

 

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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WELCOME TO SLADE, MICAH 

We were delighted yesterday to welcome for the first time to Slade, Micah who 

joined Mrs Mulhern in her EYFS Elmer Class. 

Mrs Mulhern has let us know that Micah has settled into his new class 

incredibly quickly - we hope that he has had a good time and is looking 

forward to seeing his new friends again for his first full week on Monday. 

Our warm welcome is extended to all of Micah’s family, with who we look 

forward to sharing a long, happy and successful relationship. 

TRANSITION DAY: THURSDAY 2 JULY 

A reminder that next Thursday is school transition day as we look forward to the next academic year.  

The details of the day were all covered in Miss Garrett’s email sent on Wednesday afternoon and you 

are urged to familiarise yourself with those details in preparation for collection time on Thursday 

afternoon. 

All of the teachers are looking forward to meeting their new class and have been putting together a 

full agenda that will give the children confidence and a little bit of knowledge about what to expect 

for the September return to school.  In addition to Transition Day, there will be other opportunities 

for the children to spend time with their new teachers. For all classes, teachers will be spending an 

additional session with their new class and also dropping in to see their new class at other points 

before the end of term. For pupils in EYFS and Year 2, due to moving to a new key stage, they will 

have additional sessions as part of their transition. Current EYFS pupils will have two extra sessions in 

their new classroom with their new teacher and current Year 2 pupils will be taking part in a team 

building morning with the Year 3 teachers.  

JUST CHILLIN’ 

Throughout this week, we have seen temperatures rocket 

to record levels for June and we would like to thank 

everyone for being incredibly adaptable and 

understanding as we have made changes around school 

to make sure that we have been able to remain open all 

week whilst keeping the children and staff safe and 

comfortable. 

The investment made by Business Manager Jill Westwood and the school governors last year in 

ensuring that the whole of the Deacon House building was fitted with modern and efficient air 

conditioning has paid off with classes from across the school taking advantage of time in the Year 5 

and 6 classrooms, the Deacon House Hall, as well as the areas in school with existing air conditioning 

such as the school library. When not chilling in these areas, we have been able to use the heavily 

shaded areas of the school field and grounds for some relaxed outside learning. 

Well done to all of the children for showing resilience in dealing with the different and changing 

circumstances of the week whilst showing their usual enthusiasm for their learning, albeit at the 

much slower pace of delivery that has been taught this week.   

Temperatures are forecast to return to usual levels next week, so we look forward to some pleasant 

summer days in what will seem like a merely mild 23-24 degrees!  
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MONEY FOR BUNNIES 

Today has been Money for Bunnies Day as our Year 6 Pet Monitors Crew have organised a non 

uniform and competition day to raise money for a brand new safe home for the school bunnies, 

Ziggy and Dibbles. 

Thankyou to everyone who has submitted a rabbit related 

picture for the competition,  The competition deadline has 

been extended so that all of the entries can be included in 

our annual  Walking Art Gallery which was due to happen 

this afternoon but has been postponed due to the Extreme 

Weather Protocol which limits constant movement around 

non air conditioned classrooms.  The walking gallery will 

now take place on Wednesday 8 July, you have until the 

end of the day on Friday 3 July to submit your artwork.  

We look forward to receiving your pictures that will join 

the lovely selection already with us.   

Pictures completed over the weekend can be submitted to the school office, to Mrs Pearson in 

Pegasus Class or to Mrs Fordyce in Griffin Class. 

The Pet Crew held a non-uniform day today to raise money for the new Rabbit House, thankyou to 

everyone who has already donated - you can still do so online via this link: 

New home for Ziggy and Dibbles | Slade School PTA . 

CLASS AND GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS 

A reminder that you have until 23:59 on Sunday 5 July to receive free 

delivery on your orders of school class photographs from Portrait Days. 

To order, all you need to do is scan the QR code or log on to 

www.pics4schools.com and enter your security code from the order 

form brought home last week.  There, you will be able to view the 

images available and purchase your pictures.   

Orders can be made after this date, but will attract a delivery charge. 

NEW PARENT INFORMATION MEETINGS 

A massive welcome to all of the parents and carers of children joining us in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage classes in September, who are receiving their first issue of the newsletter today.  

We hope that you enjoy finding out about some of the events happening in and around school at 

the moment. 

The parents of our new Elmer and Gruffalo Classes are also 

invited to their information meetings which happen on Tuesday 

evening (18:15 for a 18:30 start) and Wednesday morning 

(09:15 for a 09:30 start).  We look forward to seeing you then 

and where possible, the children for the settling in sessions on 

Thursday. 

https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/product/new-home-for-ziggy-and-dibbles
http://www.pics4schools.com


YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY WEEK 

The Year 6 children enjoyed their Residential Activity Week between Sunday and 

Wednesday, staying at the PGL facility at Grosvenor Hall, Kingswood in Ashford. 

Readers of our Today at Slade email will be familiar with the activities that the children 

from Dragon and Griffin Classes got up to which included a sensory trail, climbing, assault 

courses, team building challenges, aeroball, laser tag, swimming and raft building on the lake, zip 

wiring, a silent disco as well as a bit of volleyball and football, both out on the field and in the TV 

room for the England versus Ghana match in the World Cup. 

Everyone who we spoke to upon their return to school yesterday said they had an amazing time with 

our thanks to all of the staff at the facility, to our team of Mrs Stephens, Miss Laker, Mrs Martin, Mr 

Clark, Mr Louth, Mrs Fordyce, Mrs Vokes, Miss Taylor and Mrs Pearson for their relentless hard work 

all week and of course to the parents of the children who transported them to and from the venue.  
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Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Stephens. 

As we approach the end of the school year, many children are preparing for changes such as moving into a new class, 

meeting a new teacher, or, for our Year 6 pupils, starting secondary school. While these milestones are exciting, they can 

also bring feelings of uncertainty or worry. Change is a normal part of life, and with the right support, children can learn 

to approach new experiences with confidence and resilience. 

How You Can Support Your Child: 

Talk Positively About the Change 

Encourage your child to share how they are feeling. They may be excited, nervous, or even have mixed emotions. 

Reassure them that these feelings are completely normal and remind them of times they have successfully managed 

change before. 

Focus on the Positives 

Talk about the opportunities ahead, such as making new friends, learning new subjects, taking on new responsibilities, 

or enjoying different experiences. Helping children look forward to these opportunities can build excitement and 

confidence. 

Keep Routines Consistent 

During periods of change, familiar routines provide children with a sense of security. Maintaining regular bedtimes, 

mealtimes and family routines can help reduce anxiety. 

Encourage Independence 

Support your child to take responsibility for simple tasks such as organising their school bag, choosing their uniform or 

preparing for the school day. Small responsibilities help children feel confident and capable as they move into their next 

year group. 

Read and Talk Together 

Books and stories about starting something new can help children understand that change is something everyone 

experiences. Talking about characters' feelings can also help children express their own emotions. 

Signs Your Child May Need Extra Support 

Some children may need additional reassurance during times of transition. Look out for: 

· Changes in mood or behaviour. 

· Difficulty sleeping. 

· Increased worries or clinginess. 

· Reluctance to talk about school. 

· Complaints of headaches or tummy aches without a medical cause. 

If you notice these signs, offer plenty of reassurance and encourage open conversations. If you have ongoing concerns, 

please speak to your child's class teacher. We are here to support every child through this important stage. 

Looking Ahead 

Over the coming weeks, children will have opportunities to meet their new teachers, visit their new classrooms and take 

part in transition activities. These experiences are carefully planned to help everyone feel settled and ready for the new 

academic year. 

Family Challenge of the Week 

Ask your child to write or draw three things they are looking forward to next year and one thing they are a little worried 

about. Spend some time talking together about how you can make those worries feel smaller and celebrate the exciting 

opportunities ahead. 



PTA SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL: SATURDAY 11 JULY 
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SPORTS DAY AWARDS 2026 

This week in her Headteacher’s Assembly, Miss Garrett was proud to hand out special awards to 

those children nominated by the teaching teams across the school for showing great sportsmanship, 

support of others and super attitude throughout the different events on Sports Day. 

Congratulations to our winners:  

Elmer - Victoria and Max  Gruffalo - Max and Jaspar 

Pixie - Arthur and Eliza   Elf -  Aila and Hayden 

Gnome - Ellie and Oliver   Sprite - Noah and Anya 

Pegasus - Karen and Matilda Hippogriff - Aadhya  

Phoenix - Cillian and Uma  Sphinx - Edith and Elliott 

Hydra - Erin and Emma   Wyvern - Rhaele and Artemis 

Dragon - Ali Baari and Jiwon  Griffin - Aazeen and Reece 
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WORLD CUP WINNERS 

Outstanding performances from George, Tom and Emma as well 

as the rest of our 10 strong squad saw the Slade Key Stage 1 

football team become ‘World Champions’ as they beat eight 

other school teams in a tournament at Tonbridge Angels’ 

Longmead Stadium last Friday. 

Congratulations to you all and thankyou to George Woolacott for 

helping with the on field officiating during the tournament. 
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A reminder that on Wednesday there is a mass decampment over to Tonbridge School as they invite 

the children at Slade to take part in their annual Colour Run.  Year 5 children are at Tonbridge School 

all day as part of their Community Day visit, with everyone else joining them at intervals during the 

afternoon. 

The children should remember the following on Wednesday 1 July: 

• An old tee-shirt that you are happy to be covered in coloured powder 

• PE Shorts and trainers 

• A water bottle 

Unfortunately the hosts do not permit spectators, but you can support your child from a far by 

sponsoring them to take part in the event if you are able and would like to. All money raised will go 

towards new playground and sports equipment.  We have a collection bucket in the school office 

handy for any sponsor money that is raised; with thanks to the PTA for suppling this secure way of 

donating for this event.  
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NEW HOLIDAY CLUB AT SLADE 

A summer full of stories starts here.  This summer, Holiday HQ launches at Slade Primary School 

bringing six weeks of high energy adventures, creative challenges and unforgettable experiences  - 

with something new to discover every day. 

They are the words of Junior Adventure Group (JAG) who will be running their new Tonbridge based 

summer holiday club exclusively for pupils at Slade which will run between 20 July and 28 August.  

There are limited spaces available which you can secure now by clicking on this link: 

Log In | Junior Adventures Group  

More information about the Holiday HQ at Slade can be found here: 

Slade Primary School | Junior Adventures Group UK  

https://bookings.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login
https://www.junioradventuresgroup.co.uk/find-us/slade-primary-school/


AT THE BALLET 

Everyone at Slade is incredibly proud of Clara in Year 4, who has just 

achieved a place on the Junior Associate programme at the 

prestigious Royal Ballet School. 

She had to audition to prove that she was of the required ability... 

And she got a place; just one of 10 available spots in the London 

programme with over 1000 budding ballerinas auditioning across 

the country. 

The programme enlists Clara onto weekly classes, training each 

weekend in Covent Garden right next door to The Royal opera 

House, which couldn’t be more inspiring - we spoke to Clara 

yesterday: 

‘I was really very pleased to be selected as it was also such a surprise because there were loads of 

other people auditioning at the same time; I was incredibly nervous but now I am very excited at 

starting the programme in September. 

At the audition, I had to do normal exercises and show my balance and dancing without music, 

before then with the music.  Without the music is difficult because you have to time everything 

correctly - but I did it well on the day.  I am even more pleased because I did not get in after 

auditions last year =, but wanted to work hard and try again to be successful.’ 

It was wonderful hearing Clara’s story which has included her ability to show great attitude and 

ability alongside a determination and resilience, but which was summed up beautifully when she 

finished speaking with us by saying, ’I just want to do it because it is such great fun!’  
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WINNERS OF THE WEEK 

TED AND PUP  

Attendance:   Phoenix Class in Year 4 

Punctuality:    Phoenix Class in Year 4 

SUPERSTARS OF THE WEEK 

EYFS:  Flint and Rosie 

Year 1:  Lexie and Connor 

 

Year 2: Sayuni and Henry 

Year 3: Keira and Belle 

 

 Year 4: Clara and Saffy 

 Year 5: Millie and Artemis 

 Year 6: Everyone in Ashford! 

CELEBRATING OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

Special congratulations to the following children for earning a certificate from Miss Garrett for 

demonstrating that they understand and constantly show our school values:  

Henry, Belle, Kiera for Kindness 

 

WALK ON WEDNESDAY 

The number of pupils walking, riding or 

scooting to or part of the way to school 

through Park and Stride. 

Key Stage 1 - Not judged this week 

Key Stage 2 - Not judged this week 

HOUSE POINTS THIS WEEK 

1. Fire - 000 Points 

2. Water - 000 Points 

3.    Air - 000 Points 

4. Earth - 000 Points 

TIDY CLASSROOMS 

As judged by our House Captains 

Key Stage 1: Not judged this week 

Key Stage 2: Not judged this week 

TIMES TABLES ROCKSTARS CHAMPIONS 

Individual Champions This Week      

Year 2:  Flora (Gnome)  Year 5: Melwyn (Wyvern) 

Year 3:  Heidi (Pegasus)  Year 6: Paul (Dragon)  

Year 4:  Charlie (Sphinx)         

Summer Class Competition (Current Table) 

 

DAILY MILE TERMLY COMPETITION 

Class Champions This Week         Summer Competition (Weeks Won) 

Key Stage 1:  Not run this week         Key Stage 1:   Sprite (4), Gnome, Elf (1) 

Key Stage 2: Not run this week           Key Stage 2:   Sphinx (3), Griffin (1) 
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Over a school year, we are due to be open for 

190 days which equates to 380 sessions. 

Registration takes place at 08:50 in the morning 

and after lunch in the afternoon.  

Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at 

school for any whole session including 

registration. 

Please try not to book routine medical 

appointments or holidays (even travel) in school 

time.  You should notify us of any planned 

absence immediately via 

attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk 

The class with the best attendance each week 

will win Attendance Ted. 

Punctuality 

Registers are taken at 08:50.  If children arrive 

after this time, they are registered late. 

It is important that the children are at school on 

time every day to prevent disruption and upset 

to their day and for the rest of their class. 

 

Punctuality Pup is awarded to the class with 

the best punctuality each week. 

Our Attendance Target = 97.0% 

Our Attendance This Year = 95.8% 

Our Attendance This Week = 94.5% 

Class Year Group Attendance this 

Week 

Position  

Phoenix Year 4, Miss Taylor and 

Miss Maple 

99.7% 1 

Sphinx Year 4, Mrs Burnside 98.0% 2 

Gruffalo EYFS, Mrs Pearson 97.3% 3 

Pixie Year 1, Mr Clark 96.3% 4 

Gnome Year 2, Mrs Manktelow 95.7% 4 

Hippogriff Year 3, Mr Louth 95.7% 6 

Hydra Year 5, Mr Duffin 95.0% 6 

Wyvern Year 5, Miss Hall and Mrs 

Potter 

95.0% 8 

Pegasus Year 3, Miss Meers and 

Miss Elliott 

93.7% 8 

Dragon Year 6, Mrs Worley 93.3% 10 

Elmer EYFS, Mrs Mulhern 93.2% 11 

Elf Year 1, Mrs Hitchcock 92.3% 12 

Sprite Year 2, Mrs Shrimpton 92.0% 13 

Griffin Year 6, Mrs Fordyce 86.0% 14 

Attendance Ted This Week 

Late Children This Week = 22 

Punctuality Pup This Week 
Well done to all of the classes with no late pupils this week:  Phoenix, Wyvern 

And Phoenix prove again that they are really keen to be at school, here all week and on time everyday (as 

ever for Miss Taylor and Miss Maple’s class!)  Well done also to Wyvern Class for also having no visits to the 

Late Gate this week! 

Year 4 have enjoyed the sunshine in school this 

week taking position 1 & 2 in the league table. 

Phoenix take Attendance Ted with only one 

session missed at 99.7% attendance all week. 

 

mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
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June July 

Tuesday 30 - EYFS26 New Parents 

Information Meeting (18:30) 

Wednesday 1 - EYFS26 New Parents 

Information Meeting (09:30) 

Wednesday 1 - Tonbridge School Community 

Day (Year 5) 

Wednesday 1 - Tonbridge School Colour Run 

Thursday 2 - Transition Day 

Wednesday 8 - Fire House Non Uniform Day 

(Term 5 Housepoint Champions)  

Thursday 9 - PCSO Toni Matthew Year 6 

Friday 10 - Year 6 Haysden hike 

Monday 13 - Reports Day 

Monday 13 - Year 6 Production 

Wednesday 15 - Year 4 Haysden Hike 

Wednesday 15 - Year 6 Production 

Friday 17 - Last Day of Term 6 

September October November 

   

December January February 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March April May 

   

More information about these events 

will appear nearer the time. 

 

Events and dates are subject to 

change 

Full Online Calendar 

2025/26 Term Dates 

Changes and additions to the diary from last week’s calendar are written in red for ease of reference 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=561&type=pdf
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 General Enquiries and 

School Events 

 

office@slade.kent.sch.uk 

My child’s class learning, class activities, 

lessons, homework or pastoral support; 

concerns about bullying and behaviour 

                                 

classname@slade.kent.sch.uk 
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Yeti’s Wraparound: Childcare Voucher 

questions and all General Enquiries 

 

yetis@slade.kent.sch.uk 
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Extra Curricular Activity Clubs (booking 

and queries) Sports Events and 

Representative Sports Tournaments  

 

sportsandactivities@slade.kent.sch.uk S
p

o
rt

 a
n

d
 A

ct
iv

it
y 

S
la

d
e
 P

T
A

 

Slade PTA  

 

 

pta@slade.kent.sch.uk 

In Year and September EYFS 

Admissions 

 

admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk A
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Childcare Vouchers, Payments 

for Yeti’s and School Meals 

and School Trips and Special 

Lessons 

finance@slade.kent.sch.uk 
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Comments and questions about 

school meal provision from Emma’s 

Kitchen 

           

emma@emmaskitchenco.com S
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If you would like the services 

of our Family Liaison Officer, 

Libby, or just wish to talk over 

a family issue in confidence 

flo@slade.kent.sch.uk 

For all complaints, please refer to the 

Complaints Policy then contact us: 
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Reporting of GDPR Breaches, details 

of our privacy policy and for Subject 

Access Requests 

slaws@slade.kent.sch.uk 

Fa
m

ily
 L

ia
is

o
n
 

P
a
ym

e
n
ts

 

School Dinners 

School Dinners provided by Emma’s Kitchen are free to the following groups: 

EYFS Classes, Year 1 Classes, Year 2 Classes, EYFS, KS1 and KS2 pupils eligible for benefits related Free School Meals  

School Dinners provided to KS2 (Year 3-6) children are charged at £2.60 per meal.   

Credit should be loaded onto the Meals section of your Arbor account in advance of a meal being taken. 

 

Yeti’s Wraparound Provision (Breakfast and After School Clubs) 

Breakfast Club is charged at £5.25 per session  After School Club is charged at £5.25 per session: 

After School Club Session 1 (15:30 - 16:30), Session 2 (16:30 - 17:30) 

Payment and Booking should be made via your online Arbor account. 

For full information please see our website: Breakfast and After School Clubs 

 

School Visits, Other Special Events and Swimming Lessons  

These payments are all made via your Arbor account.  You will receive details of the amount owed and the due date as 

well as information on the event via email in advance.   

mailto:attendance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:office@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:yetis@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:sportsandactivities@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:pta@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:admissions@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:finance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:emma@emmaskitchenco.com
mailto:flo@slade.kent.sch.uk
https://sladeschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/policyadmin_sladeschool_org_uk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpolicyadmin%5Fsladeschool%5Forg%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FSlade%20School%20Policies%2FComplaints%20Policy%202023%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal
mailto:slaws:slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:slaws:slade.kent.sch.uk
https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/page/?title=Breakfast+and+After+School+Club+%28Yeti%27s%29&pid=29

