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Dear Parents and Families, 

Firstly, I would like to say a huge well done to all of the children and staff for their resilience 

during this exceptionally hot week in school. Throughout the week, a number of adjustments were 

made to the school day in response to the weather to ensure everyone remained as safe and 

comfortable as possible. The children adapted brilliantly to these changes, and we were fortunate 

to be able to make use of the air- conditioned areas within the school, as well as shaded outdoor 

spaces, to help keep everyone cool. Here's hoping for a much cooler week ahead, especially as we 

have a busy and exciting week of events coming up! 

A special congratulations also goes to our Year 6 children 

and the staff who accompanied them on their residential 

trip to PGL in Ashford this week. They certainly faced their 

own challenges, particularly during the very warm nights! It 

was an absolute pleasure to visit them at the start of the 

week, which already feels like a lifetime ago. The children 

were full of enthusiasm as they shared stories from their 

day, including their raft- building activities on the lake and, 

of course, tales of staff members ending up in the water! 

Year 6 will now be turning their attention to their 

production of Oliver! and the many other end- of- term 

activities ahead. I can hardly believe they only have a few 

more weeks with us before they move on to secondary school. 

This week, Mrs Ball informed me that we have been awarded the Platinum School Games Award. 

This prestigious achievement can only be awarded to schools that have held the Gold Award for 

at least four years and can demonstrate the impact that sport has across the school community. 

As many of you know, sport plays a significant role in life at Slade, with children, particularly in Key 

Stage 2, having access to a wide range of sporting opportunities that certainly were not available 

when I was at school! Thank you to Mrs Ball for her dedication and hard work in her role as 

Fitness and Wellbeing Champion, and thank you also to the wider staff team. A great deal of work 

happens behind the scenes to ensure we continue to provide such a strong sporting offer for our 

pupils. 

I would like to share a staffing update. Yanina Dunton, our Finance Administrator, 

will unfortunately be leaving us at the end of this academic year. I would like to 

thank Yanina for her hard work, commitment, and dedication to the school over the 

past two years, and wish her every success and happiness for the future. 

As I mentioned earlier, we have a very busy week ahead. We are looking forward to welcoming 

the parents and carers of our September 2026 EYFS intake to school for their information 

meeting, and on Thursday we will welcome our new EYFS pupils as they take part in our whole-

school transition day. On Wednesday, we have our Colour Run, which will help raise valuable 

funds for the school, and on Friday a number of pupils will be representing the school at Hillfest 

at Tonbridge Castle. This is of course in addition to all the wonderful learning that continues to 

happen! 

I hope temperatures begin to ease over the weekend so that everyone can enjoy a good night's 

sleep and return refreshed for another exciting week ahead. 

Viki 
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Monday 29 June               

¶ 13:30 -  Hearing Impaired Toddler Group  

Tuesday 30 June        

¶ PCSO Toni Matthew to visit Year 6 

¶ Hippogriff Class Swimming Lesson 

¶ 18:15 (For 18:30 start) -  EYFS26 New Entrants Parent Meeting 

Thursday 2 July         

¶ School Transition Day -  See Page 4 

 

 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Wednesday 1 July        

¶ 09:15 (For 09:30 start) -  EYFS26 New Entrants Parent Meeting 

¶ Year 5 Tonbridge School Community Day 

¶ Tonbridge School Colour Run -  See Page 10 

Friday 3 July              

¶ Year 2 (Gnome and Sprite Class) Forest school 

¶ Hillview School Music and Art Festival -  Detail known to participants 

 

 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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WELCOME TO SLADE, MICAH 

We were delighted yesterday to welcome for the first time to Slade, Micah who 

joined Mrs Mulhern in her EYFS Elmer Class. 

Mrs Mulhern has let us know that Micah has settled into his new class 

incredibly quickly -  we hope that he has had a good time and is looking 

forward to seeing his new friends again for his first full week on Monday. 

forward to sharing a long, happy and successful relationship. 

TRANSITION DAY: THURSDAY 2 JULY 

A reminder that next Thursday is school transition day as we look forward to the next academic year.  

are urged to familiarise yourself with those details in preparation for collection time on Thursday 

afternoon. 

All of the teachers are looking forward to meeting their new class and have been putting together a 

full agenda that will give the children confidence and a little bit of knowledge about what to expect 

for the September return to school.  In addition to Transition Day, there will be other opportunities 

for the children to spend time with their new teachers. For all classes, teachers will be spending an 

additional session with their new class and also dropping in to see their new class at other points 

before the end of term. For pupils in EYFS and Year 2, due to moving to a new key stage, they will 

have additional sessions as part of their transition. Current EYFS pupils will have two extra sessions in 

their new classroom with their new teacher and current Year 2 pupils will be taking part in a team 

building morning with the Year 3 teachers.  

JUST CHILLINʇ 

Throughout this week, we have seen temperatures rocket 

to record levels for June and we would like to thank 

everyone for being incredibly adaptable and 

understanding as we have made changes around school 

to make sure that we have been able to remain open all 

week whilst keeping the children and staff safe and 

comfortable. 

The investment made by Business Manager Jill Westwood and the school governors last year in 

ensuring that the whole of the Deacon House building was fitted with modern and efficient air 

conditioning has paid off with classes from across the school taking advantage of time in the Year 5 

and 6 classrooms, the Deacon House Hall, as well as the areas in school with existing air conditioning 

such as the school library. When not chilling in these areas, we have been able to use the heavily 

shaded areas of the school field and grounds for some relaxed outside learning. 

Well done to all of the children for showing resilience in dealing with the different and changing 

circumstances of the week whilst showing their usual enthusiasm for their learning, albeit at the 

much slower pace of delivery that has been taught this week.   

Temperatures are forecast to return to usual levels next week, so we look forward to some pleasant 

summer days in what will seem like a merely mild 23- 24 degrees!  
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MONEY FOR BUNNIES 

Today has been Money for Bunnies Day as our Year 6 Pet Monitors Crew have organised a non 

uniform and competition day to raise money for a brand new safe home for the school bunnies, 

Ziggy and Dibbles. 

Thankyou to everyone who has submitted a rabbit related 

picture for the competition,  The competition deadline has 

been extended so that all of the entries can be included in 

our annual  Walking Art Gallery which was due to happen 

this afternoon but has been postponed due to the Extreme 

Weather Protocol which limits constant movement around 

non air conditioned classrooms.  The walking gallery will 

now take place on Wednesday 8 July, you have until the 

end of the day on Friday 3 July to submit your artwork.  

We look forward to receiving your pictures that will join 

the lovely selection already with us.   

Pictures completed over the weekend can be submitted to the school office, to Mrs Pearson in 

Pegasus Class or to Mrs Fordyce in Griffin Class. 

The Pet Crew held a non- uniform day today to raise money for the new Rabbit House, thankyou to 

everyone who has already donated -  you can still do so online via this link: 

New home for Ziggy and Dibbles | Slade School PTA . 

CLASS AND GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS 

A reminder that you have until 23:59 on Sunday 5 July to receive free 

delivery on your orders of school class photographs from Portrait Days. 

To order, all you need to do is scan the QR code or log on to 

www.pics4schools.com and enter your security code from the order 

form brought home last week.  There, you will be able to view the 

images available and purchase your pictures.   

Orders can be made after this date, but will attract a delivery charge. 

NEW PARENT INFORMATION MEETINGS 

A massive welcome to all of the parents and carers of children joining us in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage classes in September, who are receiving their first issue of the newsletter today.  

We hope that you enjoy finding out about some of the events happening in and around school at 

the moment. 

The parents of our new Elmer and Gruffalo Classes are also 

invited to their information meetings which happen on Tuesday 

evening (18:15 for a 18:30 start) and Wednesday morning 

(09:15 for a 09:30 start).  We look forward to seeing you then 

and where possible, the children for the settling in sessions on 

Thursday. 

https://sladepta.sumupstore.com/product/new-home-for-ziggy-and-dibbles
http://www.pics4schools.com


YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY WEEK 

The Year 6 children enjoyed their Residential Activity Week between Sunday and 

Wednesday, staying at the PGL facility at Grosvenor Hall, Kingswood in Ashford. 

Readers of our Today at Slade email will be familiar with the activities that the children 

from Dragon and Griffin Classes got up to which included a sensory trail, climbing, assault 

courses, team building challenges, aeroball, laser tag, swimming and raft building on the lake, zip 

wiring, a silent disco as well as a bit of volleyball and football, both out on the field and in the TV 

room for the England versus Ghana match in the World Cup. 

Everyone who we spoke to upon their return to school yesterday said they had an amazing time with 

our thanks to all of the staff at the facility, to our team of Mrs Stephens, Miss Laker, Mrs Martin, Mr 

Clark, Mr Louth, Mrs Fordyce, Mrs Vokes, Miss Taylor and Mrs Pearson for their relentless hard work 

all week and of course to the parents of the children who transported them to and from the venue.  

 

 

 
 

 

S
la

d
e

 J
o

u
rn

a
l: 

A
ro

u
n

d
 S

ch
o
o

l 


