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Dear Parents and Families, 

 

What a jam- packed week we have had at school! 

 

At the start of the week, we were delighted to welcome our new EYFS parents and carers into 

school for their information meeting. It was a wonderful opportunity for families to meet their 

child's class teacher, visit their new classroom, and begin the exciting journey into school life. It 

was lovely to see so many of our new families in attendance, with some new faces joining the 

Slade family alongside many familiar ones who already have children at the school. 

Wednesday was an incredibly busy and exciting day! Our Year 5 children spent the day at 

Tonbridge School taking part in their annual Community Day, while, back at Slade, Tonbridge 

School students were working with our Year 6 children on a fantastic project. I am delighted to 

announce that we now have a brand- new sandpit! This is just the beginning of our exciting plans 

for September, when we will be working with OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) to transform 

playtimes and lunchtimes by providing an even wider range of opportunities for children to play, 

explore, create and develop important social skills. 

The grand finale on Wednesday was what is quickly becoming an annual tradition, the Colour 

Run! Every class had the opportunity to head up to Tonbridge School to complete a lap of one of 

their fields while being showered in a rainbow of colours. It was fantastic to see so many smiling 

faces enjoying such a fun event. I suspect quite a few pairs of trainers will have found their way 

into the washing machine this weekend! 

On Thursday, we enjoyed one of my favourite events in the school calendar, Transition Day. This 

gives every child the chance to spend time in their new classroom, meet their teacher or teachers, 

and begin to build confidence and excitement for the year ahead. It was wonderful to see the 

children embracing the experience so positively, asking thoughtful questions and settling into 

their new environments. Experiences like these help to ensure that September feels familiar and 

exciting rather than daunting. 

Next week marks our penultimate week of the school year, which I can hardly believe! We are 

looking forward to welcoming as many families as possible to our Open Evening on Tuesday. This 

is a wonderful opportunity for parents and carers to visit both your child's current and new 

classroom, as well as explore the fantastic learning taking place throughout the school. I would 

encourage you to take the time to look around the whole school and celebrate the incredible 

work the children have achieved this year. Our Forest School will also be open and Miss Hall will 

be able to give you a tour if you decide to venture down there! 

 

I wish you all a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing many of you in school next week. 

 

Viki 
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Monday 6 July               

¶  

Tuesday 7 July         

¶ Hippogriff Class Swimming Lesson 

¶ 17:00 -  19:00 -  Slade Parents Open Evening (See Page 4 for full details) 

 

Thursday 9 July         

¶ PCSO Toni Matthew visit to Year 6 

¶ Dunorlan Park Colour Run -  Detail known to participants 

¶ Hippogriff Class Swimming Lesson 

Looking Further Ahead?           

the school website. 

Wednesday 8 July        

¶ Gruffalo Class Forest School 

¶ Fire House Non Uniform Day (See Page 4) 

¶ Walking Art Gallery 

Friday 10 July              

¶ Year 6 Haysden Hike   

Saturday 11 July              

¶ PTA Summer Music Festival.  See Pages 8- 10 for full information 

https://www.slade.kent.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=3&viewid=1
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW FAMILIES 

 

It was fantastic to see so many parents and 

carers of children who will be starting school in 

September join us for their Parent Information 

Meetings this week. 

 

We held two same content meetings this week to give more detail on what to expect from life at 

Slade as well as meeting the PTA who were selling quality second hand uniform and a chance to take 

 

It was a pleasure meeting the parents and carers and also the children who came in for their settling 

in sessions as part of Transition Day, yesterday -  There are pictures of what they got upto within our 

Transition Day round- up on page 7. 

Classes as well as Home Visit appointment times to any parent who was unable to attend one of the 

meetings this week. 

FIRE HOUSE NON UNIFORM DAY: WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 

Congratulations to everyone in Fire House for winning the Housepoint championship in Term 5. 

House Captains Imogen and Rohan chose a non- uniform day as the prize. 

Everyone in Fire House is invited to wear non school uniform clothing next Wednesday, 8 July. 

You can check which house your child is in (Air, Earth, Fire or Water) by taking a look at their profile 

on Arbor.  Children are in houses from the beginning of Year 1. 

OPEN EVENING: NEXT TUESDAY 

We would like to invite all parents and carers to our in school 

Open Evening which will be held on Tuesday evening 

between 17:00 and 19:00. 

year. 

The teachers will also be putting out some displays of the 

creative pieces that the class have been putting together as 

well as getting a little insight into life during the day at Slade. 

Please feel free to join us on Tuesday, your child will act as a 

perfect guide!   

Entry will be through the main playground gate. 

 



2026/27 PRICE CHANGES 

This week, Miss Garrett wrote to families about the small increase in price for both school meals from 

take effect from 1 September. 

School Meals 

The cost of a school lunch will increase to £2.80 per day. 

meals that support children's health, wellbeing and learning throughout the school day. 

School meals remain free to those eligible including those on benefits related Free School Meals, 

Pupil Premium and Government funded Universal Free School Meals for children in EYFS and Key 

Stage 1. 

For children who are charged for meals, parents should make sure that the School Meals account on 

Arbor is always topped up with sufficient funds as payment should be made in advance for meals.  

 

 

From September 2026, the cost of each wraparound care session will increase to £5.50 per session. 

 

This adjustment will help us maintain the quality of provision, staffing levels and resources that 

enable us to continue offering a safe, engaging and supportive environment for children before and 

after the school day. 

Parents are reminded that they are unable to make bookings unless sufficient funds are in the 

Wraparound account on Arbor.  Childcare voucher payers should make sure that the voucher is paid 

into our account in good time prior to the booking window opening each term.  If you are a new 

childcare voucher payer, please contact Business Manager Jill Westwood via 

finance@slade.kent.sch.uk.  Jill will be happy to describe the next steps to ensure successful payment 

into the account. 
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WRAPAROUND FROM SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 

will open at 20:00 on Monday 13 July.    

 

For new users of wraparound care, you should fist make yourself familiar with how to book and make 

sure that the required funds are already in the Wraparound account on Arbor.  Without the funds being 

found on the school website: .  Instructions on how to book are on the school website and on the 

Arbor Parent Help site: Booking:  

 

There is a section on the website page for parents who are planning to pay for sessions using childcare 

vouchers. To avoid delays to making your bookings, please always make sure that funds from your 

vouchers are sent to our bank account well in advance of the booking window opening. 

Once we have received the payment, the voucher is processed and the credit is added to your account. 

Please let us know via finance@slade.kent.sch.uk if you register and what your account reference is so 

your payments are correctly identified in the bank statement.  

Please contact school Business Manager Jill Westwood if you require any assistance with childcare 

voucher payments or would like to let us know that a payment has been made.  Jill can be emailed via 

finance@slade.kent.sch.uk. 

https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Breakfast+and+After+School+Club+%28Yeti%27s%29&pid=29
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://slade.ovw4.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Breakfast+and+After+School+Club+%28Yeti%27s%29&pid=29
mailto:finance@slade.kent.sch.uk
mailto:finance@slade.kent.sch.uk


LOTS OF MONEY FOR BUNNIES 

Over the last few weeks, Barnaby and Sid from the Year 6 Pet Crew have been running their Money 

for Bunnies challenge -  a project involving a fund raising non uniform day and a rabbit themed art 

competition. 

We are thrilled to let you know that their efforts have secured 439.75!  This is an amazing total and 

will be more than enough to purchase a lovely, luxurious new home for Ziggy and Dibbles as well as 

some added treats and necessities such as hay and food.  We are truly grateful to everyone who 

for her continued support of the Pet Crew and of our school bunnies and to Flora from the PTA who 

has been instrumental in setting up and looking after the online donations. 

 

The art competition winners will be announced ahead of our Art Gallery 
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FREE DELIVERY DEADLINE LOOMS 

A final reminder that the deadline to order school class group photographs with 

free delivery to school is at the end of the weekend: 23:59 on Sunday 5 July.  

Visit www.pics4schools.com and enter your class code from the card sent home 

 

Orders can be made after Sunday, but will attract a delivery charge. 

BUSY LAST WEEKS FOR YEAR 6 

Our oldest learners are looking forward to their last two weeks at 

day out on the Haysden Hike, a visit from PCSO Toni Matthew as 

well as enjoying the end of year and leavers assemblies in the 

final week of term. 

Monday and as you can imagine are being snapped up quickly.  

There is capacity for each family of children in Year 6 to order 

upto two tickets for each of the shows (4 in total) -  to secure 

your place please just complete the form on the email sent at 

the beginning of the week.  The performances happen on 

Monday 13 July and Wednesday 15 July at 18:30. 

Children should arrive at 18:15 and guest entry will be via the 

Main Playground Gate at 18:25. 

 

https://www.pics4schools.com/
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TO SEPTEMBER WITH CONFIDENCE 

Yesterday, we enjoyed the annual Transition Day where each class jumps forward a few months to 

join their new teacher in the classroom that they will be learning with and in from September.  We 

also said a very special hello to the children who will be our youngest learners in September who 

joined us for their settling in session.  These events are very important for all of the children as we 

want them to be comfortable and confident with the change that comes about being in the next year 

on.  The day tackles any questions or anxieties positively and the teachers look at the expectations of 

classroom behaviour and routines as well as the  things to be excited about over the next six terms.  

We went around the classrooms for a snapshot of the activities going on in each yeargroup. 

 

EYFS: The very first time that our new 

children have had an opportunity to play 

and explore in their new school. 

 

 

Year 1: An interactive storytime and a look around their new 

outside areas 

 

Year 2: Roll the Ball -  whoever picks it up answers a question 

about themselves and drawing a personal flower which will be on 

display in the classroom next year. 

 

 

Year 3: What would you put in your bag that would help to 

describe yourself?  

 

Year 4: Thinking about the positives of change and looking 

back at the changes that we have experienced over the last 

12 months and how any anxieties had been challenged 

over that time. 

 

Year 5: Talking about the positive and negatives with change 

-  the children were asking questions about their learning next 

year and the extra responsibilities and opportunities such as 

becoming part of Sports Crew. 

 

Year 6 had been designing their own peg labels, 

describing a day in their own lives and in the afternoon 

were playing an alphabet game and a Year 6 quiz. 



PTA SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL: SATURDAY 11 JULY 

We are all looking forward to the Slade PTA Music Festival which we host next Saturday afternoon and 

evening.  The festival will take in performances from children from Slade, live music from The Tonics 

lots of other stalls to wander around including food and drink and a silent disco for which you can 

now purchase tokens -  see page 10 to grab your spot and see the full running order on page 9! 
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SLADE IN THE NEWS 

It was fantastic to hear that Slade have been included in the Kent Golf 

Newsletter seen by all members of clubs across the county as well as 

subscribers and online visitors to their website. 

Kent Golf aim to make the sport accessible for all through supporting affiliated 

clubs and organising competitions and training opportunities.  

You can see all that they do by taking a visit there yourself: Kent Golf Home.  
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SIDCUP SILVER  

We are very proud of our Year 3 and 4 cricket team, who carried on our fine 

tradition of going deep into the county championships by finishing second in 

the Dynamos Cricket Cup -  picking up silver for the second year running in this 

competition. 

fantastic bowling attack from Jack, Emilia and Otis. 

Many thanks to all of the parents who made the appearance at the Kent Finals Day possible 

following our win in the Tonbridge and West Kent competition by transporting the team for the 

longest journey of our sporting calendar up and down the A20 to Greater London is much 

appreciated. 

https://www.kentgolf.org/
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TONBRIDGE SCHOOL COMMUNITY DAY COLOUR RUN 

On Wednesday, Tonbridge School held a Colour Run which saw every pupil at Slade 

given the chance to take part in a short run with boys from our neighbouring school 

throw coloured powder towards them and the track.  It made for a very colourful scene 

-  some 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit and thanks to Michelle Hogg. 

 

 

 

Photos by Mrs Vokes 


